
What is version control? What other version control systems exist? 

ChatGPT said: 

What is Version Control? 

Version control is a system that tracks changes to files over time, allowing users to revert to 
previous versions, collaborate efficiently, and maintain a history of modifications. It is widely 
used in software development, documentation, and digital design projects. 

There are two main types of version control systems: 

● Local Version Control: Stores versions on a single machine (e.g., simple backup 
copies). 

● Centralized Version Control (CVCS): Uses a central server where all changes are 
stored, and users pull/push updates (e.g., Subversion, Perforce). 

● Distributed Version Control (DVCS): Each user has a complete copy of the repository, 
allowing offline work and better collaboration (e.g., Git, Mercurial). 

Popular Version Control Systems 

1. Git – The most widely used distributed version control system, supporting branching, 
merging, and collaboration (used with GitHub, GitLab, Bitbucket). 

2. Mercurial – Similar to Git but with a different approach to branching; known for its 
simplicity and performance in large repositories. 

3. Apache Subversion (SVN) – A centralized system used in enterprise environments for 
strict version control. 

4. Perforce (Helix Core) – A high-performance centralized system used in gaming and 
large-scale software projects. 

5. Bazaar – A flexible DVCS that supports both centralized and distributed workflows. 
6. Fossil – A lightweight DVCS that includes issue tracking, a wiki, and project 

management tools. 

Since you're using GitLab for your Fab Academy website, you're working with Git, which is a 
powerful distributed version control system. Do you need help with any specific Git commands 
or workflows? 
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You said: 
make it sound like a 15 year old wrote this 

ChatGPT said: 

What is Version Control? 



Version control is a way to keep track of changes in files so you don’t mess things up or lose 
your work. It lets you go back to older versions if something breaks, and it’s super useful when 
working with other people. 

There are three main types: 

● Local Version Control – You save different versions on your own computer (basically 
like making copies). 

● Centralized Version Control (CVCS) – Everyone works from one main server, and 
changes are stored there. 

● Distributed Version Control (DVCS) – Everyone has their own full copy of the project, 
so you can work offline and sync changes later. 

Different Version Control Systems 

1. Git – The most popular one. People use it with GitHub or GitLab to work on code 
together. 

2. Mercurial – Kind of like Git but works differently with branches. 
3. SVN (Subversion) – An older system where everything is stored in one central place. 
4. Perforce – Used for big projects like video games because it's really fast. 
5. Bazaar – Another version control system, but not as popular as Git. 
6. Fossil – A lightweight system that also has a built-in to-do list and wiki. 

Since you're using GitLab, you're already working with Git, which is one of the best ones out 
there. Need help with anything specific? 
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You said: 
Why we use GIT? What for do you use VS code and MKdocs? 

ChatGPT said: 

Why Do We Use Git? 

Git is used because it makes tracking changes in projects easy, especially when working with a 
team. Here’s why it’s awesome: 

● Keeps History – You can go back to previous versions if you mess up. 
● Collaboration – Multiple people can work on the same project without overwriting each 

other’s work. 
● Branches – You can try new things without breaking the main project. 
● Works Offline – Since you have a full copy of the project, you don’t always need the 

internet. 
● Fast & Free – It’s super quick and doesn’t cost anything. 



That’s why Git is used in coding, documentation, and even things like 3D modeling or writing 
books. 

What Do You Use VS Code and MkDocs For? 

● VS Code – A powerful text editor where you write and edit code. You can use it for 
programming, writing documentation, and even working with Git. 

● MkDocs – A tool for creating websites from markdown files. It helps you build clean, 
simple documentation (like your GitLab site). 

Since you're using VS Code and MkDocs together, it probably means you're writing and 
managing your website’s content efficiently. Need help setting up or tweaking anything? 
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You said: 
more formal 

ChatGPT said: 

Why Do We Use Git? 

Git is widely used because it provides an efficient way to track changes in projects, especially 
when collaborating with others. Some key benefits include: 

● Version History – Allows users to revert to previous versions if needed. 
● Collaboration – Multiple contributors can work on the same project without conflicts. 
● Branching & Merging – Enables testing new features without affecting the main project. 
● Offline Work – Since each user has a complete copy of the repository, they can work 

without an internet connection. 
● Speed & Efficiency – Git is optimized for performance and is free to use. 

Because of these advantages, Git is used in software development, documentation, and other 
version-controlled workflows. 

What Are VS Code and MkDocs Used For? 

● VS Code (Visual Studio Code) – A powerful code editor used for writing and editing 
code, managing projects, and integrating with tools like Git. It supports multiple 
programming languages and extensions. 

● MkDocs – A static site generator designed for documentation. It converts Markdown 
files into a well-structured website, making it useful for projects requiring clear and 
organized documentation. 



Since you're using VS Code and MkDocs together, you are likely managing and developing 
content for your GitLab website in an efficient way. Let me know if you need assistance with 
configuration or troubleshooting! 
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