Chat 1:
how long will it take to make an ir touch frame
ChatGPT said:

Creating an IR (infrared) touch frame can vary in time depending on the complexity, size, and
experience level of the builder. Here's a rough breakdown to help you estimate the timeline:

If You're Building It Yourself (DIY)

1. Planning and Design — 4 to 8 hours

e Researching IR touch frame principles
e Selecting frame size and resolution

e Sourcing components (IR LEDs, photodiodes, microcontroller, frame material)

2. Sourcing Parts — 1 to 2 weeks (if ordering online)

e May vary depending on supplier location and availability

3. Building the Frame — 4 to 12 hours

e Cutting and assembling the physical frame
e Placing IR emitters and sensors at proper angles

e Ensuring structural alignment

4. Wiring and Electronics Setup — 6 to 12 hours

e Wiring LEDs and photodiodes or IR receivers
e Soldering components

e Connecting to a microcontroller (e.g., Arduino, Raspberry Pi)

5. Software and Calibration — 6 to 20 hours



e Writing or modifying firmware/software to detect touches
e Calibrating the detection accuracy

e Troubleshooting any signal noise or misreads

6. Testing and Iteration — 3 to 10 hours

e Testing touch responsiveness

e Debugging hardware or software issues

[] Total DIY Time Estimate

~2 to 4 weeks (including part sourcing), or ~20 to 50+ hours of hands-on work.

If You Use a Kit or Pre-built Components

e Some companies sell DIY IR touch frame Kkits.
e Assembly can take 2 to 6 hours.

e Much less time is spent on calibration and debugging.

Tips

e Skill level matters: If you're experienced with electronics and coding, things go much
faster.

e Consider using open-source projects or existing libraries for faster software
development (like using Processing or OpenCV for touch detection).

Would you like a component list or circuit diagram to get started?

You said:



what is the faastest wy to make a touh screen

ChatGPT said:

The fastest way to make a touchscreen depends on what exactly you need it for (DIY project,
prototype, commercial product) and your requirements (size, resolution, multi-touch, cost).
Here's a quick rundown of the fastest options, ranked from fastest and easiest to more
involved DIY:

1. Use a Prebuilt Touchscreen (Fastest, Plug & Play)

Best for: Prototypes, Raspberry Pi/Arduino projects, quick integration

e Buy a touchscreen display module (e.g., 3.5", 7", 10.1" LCD with capacitive/resistive
touch).

e Many come with HDMI/USB support and drivers preloaded.

e Just plug into a Raspberry Pi or PC and you're ready in minutes to a couple hours.

Example:
e Raspberry Pi Touch Display (7” official one)
e Waveshare HDMI/USB touchscreens

e Screens from AliExpress or Amazon

[7] Time: 30 minutes to 2 hours

2. Use a Capacitive Touch Panel + Controller

Best for: Custom builds, medium speed

e Buy a capacitive touch panel and a USB touch controller.

e Attach it to a display using adhesive or a frame.



e (Calibrate via USB (often plug-and-play).

[7] Time: 1 to 4 hours

3. DIY IR Touch Frame

Best for: Large-scale or custom-sized touch surfaces (e.g., interactive
walls, tables)

e Build a frame using IR LEDs + photodiodes or sensors.
e Write code to detect interruptions (touches).

e Use acrylic or glass as the touch surface.

[ﬂ Time: 2 days to 2 weeks, depending on complexity

4. DIY Resistive or Capacitive Touchscreen
(Advanced)

Best for: Educational or experimental purposes

e Build from scratch using materials like ITO film, conductive materials, microcontrollers.

e Not recommended for speed—this is more for learning or innovation.

[7] Time: 1 to 3+ weeks

Conclusion — Fastest Methods

Goal Fastest Method Time

Plug-and-play touchscreen Prebuilt HDMI/USB touchscreen [] < 2hours



Custom build with minimal coding  Capacitive touch panel + controller m 1—4 hours
Large, DIY touch surface IR touch frame [] 2-14 days

From scratch DIY capacitive/resistive [] 1-3 weeks

Would you like help picking a screen for your project, or do you want to build one from scratch?

You said:
i have 1 week and i neef this for my fab academy final project. what is my best bet

ChatGPT said:

Perfect — with 1 week and a Fab Academy final project deadline, your best bet is to go fast,
be practical, and prioritize reliability. Here's a recommendation tailored to your constraints:

Best Option: Use a Prebuilt Touchscreen + Customize
the Interface

Why it's ideal:

e Fastest reliable method — you’ll be working on software and integration, not hardware
debugging.

e Works well with Raspberry Pi, Arduino, ESP32, etc.

e You can focus on your project’s interaction, interface, and documentation — not
troubleshooting electronics.

What to Get:

e 7” Capacitive HDMI Touchscreen (Waveshare, Elecrow, etc.)
e Raspberry Pi (or use your own microcontroller with USB support)

e Touchscreen with USB interface (e.g., touchscreen over USB HID — just plug and it
works)



Time Estimate:

Task Time
Order/setup screen <1 hour (if you already have it)
Interface with Pi/MCU 1-2 hours
Ul / code integration 1-2 days
Testing + tweaks 2-3 days
Fab Academy doc + 1 day
photos/video

Second-Best Option (if you really need custom size):
IR Touch Frame

e Use IR sensors + LEDs along the frame of a display or acrylic.
e More time spent on hardware debugging + code calibration.

e Works best if you already have experience with electronics.

m Risk: Higher failure/debug rate. Could delay documentation or lead to a
non-working demo.

Action Plan (Best Route for 1 Week)

1. Buy or borrow a capacitive USB touchscreen.
2. Hook it up to your controller or computer (e.g., Raspberry Pi).
3. Build your interface using:

o Python + Tkinter/PyQt (for Pi/PC)

o Processing / p5.js (for visual/interactive)



o TouchDesigner or Unity if you're more advanced
4. Focus on:

o Your project’s interactive experience

o Aesthetic / function

o Good video, photos, and documentation for final submission

Need Help?

I can help you:
e Choose the right touchscreen (based on what's available near you)
e Build the interface (code)
e Sketch your Fab Academy documentation page quickly

Just let me know what hardware you already have access to, and I'll give you an exact 7-day
plan.

You said:
i have to diy

ChatGPT said:

Got it — if you must DIY the touchscreen and have 1 week, then your best realistic option is
to build a DIY IR touch frame.

["4 Why IR Touch Frame?

e |t's the fastest DIY method that works at scale (custom size, low cost, no special
materials).

e Doesn't require ITO film or capacitive layers.
e Can be done using basic electronics + microcontroller + acrylic/glass panel.

e Proven method used in Fab Lab / Fab Academy projects.



YOUR 1-WEEK DIY PLAN - IR Touch Frame

Day-by-Day Breakdown
Q] Day 1: Planning + Sourcing
e Design frame size (match your display or surface).

e List + buy parts:

o

IR LEDs (940nm)

o IR photodiodes or phototransistors

o Microcontroller (e.g., Arduino)

o Acrylic/glass sheet

o Wires, resistors, perfboard, optional 3D printed frame

e Optional: IR filters (to reduce ambient interference)

["4 Day 2: Frame Construction

e Build the outer frame (wood, acrylic, or 3D-printed).
e Position IR LEDs along 2 adjacent sides and photodiodes on the opposite 2 sides.
o Orientation: LEDs and sensors must face across the surface

e Secure them facing inward across the touch area.

[74 Day 3-4: Wiring + Electronics
e Wire LEDs with resistors in series to GPIO or power
e Wire photodiodes to analog/digital pins (with pull-down resistors)

e Test each sensor with a basic Arduino sketch



e Confirm “beam break” detection

[7] Day 5: Software Logic

e Write code to:
o Scan each photodiode input
o Detect which beam is broken
o Calculate approximate X/Y coordinate (cross-reference)

e Optional: Add serial output to send touch coordinates to a PC

[74 Day 6: Calibration + Interface

e Test touch detection with finger/stylus
e Calibrate thresholds for touch/no touch

e (Optional) Connect to Processing or p5.js for Ul

[74 Day 7: Final Integration + Documentation

e Mount on top of your display (if applicable)
e Film working prototype for Fab Academy

e Add images + explanation to your documentation site

[ Parts List (Basic)

Component Quantity
IR LEDs (940nm) ~16-32 (depends on frame
size)
IR Photodiodes or ~16-32

Phototransistors



Arduino / ESP32 / Teensy 1
Resistors (for LEDs and sensors)  ~32
Acrylic/wood frame 1

Wires, perfboard or breadboard -

Optional Enhancements
e Use multiplexing to reduce GPIO usage
e Add touch animation in Processing

e Mount LEDs/sensors using laser cut jig or 3D printed holders

Want Help?
| can generate:

e Schematic
e Arduino code for IR touch detection
e Processing sketch for visualizing touches

e Layout plan for LED/sensor positioning

Just tell me:

e Approximate size (in cm/inches)?
e Do you want single touch or multi-touch?

e What microcontroller are you using?

Let’'s make this final project awesome — you’re on the right track!

You said:



can i control an ir frae led matrix to display patterns

ChatGPT said:

Yes, you absolutely can control an IR frame-style LED matrix to display patterns — but let’s
make sure we’re talking about the same thing:

Clarifying: What Kind of IR Frame Do You Mean?

1. Standard IR Touch Frame

o Uses IR LEDs + photodiodes to detect touch.

o LEDs emit constant IR light (invisible).

o Not meant to display light patterns — it's a sensor grid, not a display.
2. LED Matrix (e.g., WS2812, Dot Matrix, etc.)

o LEDs emit visible light.

o Can be individually controlled to show colors, animations, patterns.

o Not typically IR-based — they're RGB or monochrome.

[7] If You Want to Combine Both:

You can build an IR touch frame around or on top of an LED matrix display, so the frame
detects touches, and the LED matrix reacts (like lighting up under your finger).

["4 Project Idea: IR Touch + LED Matrix Display
Goal: Touch-sensitive interactive display that shows patterns where you touch.
How It Works:

e IR frame detects touch at position (X, Y).



e Your microcontroller (Arduino, ESP32, etc.) maps that position to the LED matrix.

e The matrix displays a visual effect (glow, trail, animation, etc.).

What You’ll Need
Component Purpose
IR LEDs + photodiodes Detect touch input
Microcontroller (Arduino, ESP32, etc.) Process touch and control LED matrix

LED matrix (WS2812, MAX7219, etc.)  Display visual patterns

Acrylic or transparent panel Touch surface

Optional: Processing or p5.js For more advanced Ul or visualization
Bl Example Workflow
plaintext
CopyEdit

1. Finger breaks IR beam - Arduino detects X/Y position.

2. Arduino maps position to LED index in matrix.

3. Arduino sends command to light up that LED (or nearby ones).
4. LED matrix updates pattern accordingly.

Bonus Ideas

e Multi-touch drawing board
e Interactive game (e.g., Snake, Pong)

e Reactive art (visuals that respond to hand gestures)

Want to Build It?



| can help you with:

e IR touch grid Arduino code
e LED matrix animation code (for WS2812 / Neopixels)
e Wiring diagrams

e Integration tips

Id Let me know:

e What size is your matrix or touch area?
e What kind of LED matrix are you using (Neopixel, MAX7219, etc.)?

e What microcontroller do you have?

Let’'s make this interactive and eye-catching for your Fab Academy project!

You said:
is it realistic o make this in one week? outline how i can do this in 5 days

ChatGPT said:

Yes — it is realistic to make a basic IR touch frame + LED matrix display project in 5 days, if
you focus, simplify, and plan tightly. The key is to build the simplest version that works
well, and then polish if time allows.

Goal:

Build an IR touch frame that detects finger positions and controls a basic LED
matrix to display visual feedback (like lighting up touched areas).

[7] 5-Day Plan (Fab Academy Final Project)

Day 1 — Frame Design + Parts Prep

Goal: Build the IR touch frame + plan LED matrix setup.



e Sketch layout (e.g., 8x8 grid)
e Choose dimensions (e.g., 20x20 cm)
e Mount IR LEDs and photodiodes around the edges
o Use perfboard, 3D prints, or hot glue
e Use opposing sides (horizontal = emitters, vertical = detectors or vice versa)

e Set up your LED matrix (e.g., WS2812 Neopixels)

Test LED matrix separately using sample code

Deliverables: Frame structure assembled, parts verified

[74 Day 2 - IR Touch Detection

Goal: Get working touch detection and log X/Y touches.

e Connect IR LEDs (always on or multiplexed)

Wire IR photodiodes or phototransistors to analog or digital inputs

Use Arduino (or ESP32) to detect beam breaks

Scan horizontal/vertical pairs to find intersection (X/Y)

Print touch coordinates via serial

Deliverables: Working X/Y detection from finger touches

[74 Day 3 — LED Matrix Control

Goal: Map touches to LED display.

e Map touch X/Y to LED index (depends on layout: row-major or serpentine)



e On touch, light up corresponding LED (or pattern around it)
e Add simple visual feedback (glow, blink, color change)

e Try multitouch if feasible (e.g., light multiple areas)

Deliverables: Touch lights up matching LED or area on matrix

[7] Day 4 — Integration + Polishing
Goal: Make the experience smooth + functional.

e Optimize frame and sensor response (e.g., debounce, threshold tuning)
e Add fun animations or interactions
e Mount the system neatly (frame + matrix under acrylic/glass)

e Test in various lighting conditions (IR can be affected)

Deliverables: Fully integrated system with interaction working reliably

["4 Day 5 — Documentation + Video

Goal: Wrap it all up Fab Academy-style.

e Take clean photos (construction, wiring, touch demo)
e Record short demo video showing interaction
o Write:

o Concept + design

o BOM (Bill of Materials)

o Circuit diagram



o Code explanation

e Upload everything to your Fab Academy site

Deliverables: Working final project + complete documentation

[ What You Need

Component Qty Notes
IR LEDs (e.g., 940nm) 8-16 On 2 sides
IR photodiodes or 8-16 On other 2 sides
phototransistors
Arduino/ESP32 1 Handles both IR + LED
WS2812 LED strip / matrix 64 LEDs 8x8 matrix ideal
Resistors (220-330Q) ~16 For LEDs/sensors
Acrylic/glass panel 1 Touch surface
Frame (3D print/wood/laser cut) 1 Hold sensors/LEDs
Power supply (5V) 1 For LED matrix

Summary: Is It Doable?
[ Yes, if:

e You focus on a basic working version
e Keep your LED matrix small (8x8 or 10%10)

e Use familiar tools (Arduino, WS2812, Processing optional)

Want me to generate:



e [R touch detection Arduino code
e LED matrix code
e Wiring diagram (Fritzing-style)

e Docs template for Fab Academy?

Just tell me:

e Your microcontroller
e Matrix size (e.g., 8x87?)

e |R sensor count or frame size

Let’s knock this out together.

You said:
esp32s3 8x8 matrix and i ahve no idea how to make an ir frame

ChatGPT said:

Perfect — thanks for the details. You're using an ESP32-S3 and an 8x8 LED matrix, and you
need help with the IR touch frame. Great! Let’s simplify things and break it down clearly so
you can build a working IR touch + LED display system in 5 days even without prior IR
frame experience.

Your Plan in Simple Steps

["4 GOAL:

Build a DIY IR touch frame that detects where your finger touches and lights up
the corresponding LED on an 8x8 WS2812 matrix, using an ESP32-S3.

Step 1: Simplified IR Touch Frame — How It Works



You'll place IR LEDs on one side and IR phototransistors or photodiodes on the opposite
side, pointing across the touch surface.

When your finger blocks a beam, the ESP32 detects which “row” and “column” are broken.
You cross-check to get X and Y coordinates — then light up the matching LED.

[ Materials Needed

Component Qty Purpose
IR LEDs (940 nm) 8 Emit invisible light across rows
IR Phototransistors or 8 Detect light from LEDs across columns
Photodiodes
ESP32-S3 Dev Board 1 Control both IR frame and LED matrix
WS2812 8x8 LED Matrix 1 Display feedback
330Q resistors 8 Current limiting for IR LEDs
Acrylic/wood sheet 1 Touch surface
Jumper wires / perfboard — Wiring and mounting

B Basic Wiring Plan (Simplified)

scss

CopyEdit

IR LEDs (rows) ---> GPIOs (output)
Phototransistors ---> GPIOs (input, with pull-down)
WS2812 Matrix ---> Single GPIO (e.g., GPIO 5)

Each LED sends a beam straight to a corresponding sensor on the opposite side. When a finger
interrupts a beam, the sensor’s value drops — that row/column is "touched".

Day-by-Day Build Plan (Again, 5 Days)

|74 Day 1: Build and Test IR Pair



e Connect one IR LED + phototransistor across a short distance (~10cm).
e Load a test sketch on ESP32 to:

o Powerthe LED

o Read analog or digital signal from the sensor

e Confirm: placing finger in the beam causes a drop in signal

Success Criteria: You see a difference in signal when your finger blocks the beam.

Ql Day 2: Build Full IR Frame (8x8 Detection)

e Line up 8 LEDs along one edge, 8 sensors opposite
e Power IR LEDs constantly (or scan them one by one for precision)
e Read each sensorin a loop

e Use a basic mapping to determine touch location (first working, then fine-tune)

E Tip: Tape or glue them in place. Use a laser cutter or 3D print holders if possible.

["4 Day 3: LED Matrix Control

e Wire up your WS2812 LED matrix to ESP32 (e.g., GPIO 5)
e Use Adafruit NeoPixel or FastLED library

e Lightup a pixel at (X, Y) that matches the broken beam location

Success Criteria: When you touch a spot on the surface, the corresponding LED lights up.

[7] Day 4: Integration + Calibration



e Fine-tune detection:
o Adjust thresholds
o Filter noise (debounce, smoothing)
o Improve accuracy (detect closest X/Y intersection)

e Add effects: glow, trail, etc.

|74 Day 5: Document + Polish

e Take videos/photos of frame and LED matrix
e Record touch interactions
e Write up for Fab Academy:

o Concept

o Wiring diagram

o Code

o BOM (Bill of Materials)

o Lessons learned

| Can Generate for You (Next Step):
1. [4 Basic ESP32-S3 code to:
o Read phototransistors
o Detect touch at X/Y

o Light up LED on WS2812 matrix



2. [74 Wiring diagram
3. [4 BOM with part links

4. QI Fab Academy documentation template

["a Just confirm a few quick things:

1. Do you already have IR LEDs and phototransistors?
2. Do you want single-touch only, or try multi-touch (if time allows)?

3. Do you have a NeoPixel 8x8 matrix, or something else?

Once you reply, I'll generate your code + diagram and guide you step-by-step. You're super
closel

You said:

Can | do this: I'm designing an interactive learning activity where LEDs briefly light up in white to
form a specific shape—such as a number or letter—and then turn off. The user’s task is to
replicate that shape by touching the correct points, each equipped with a touch sensor. As the
user touches each correct point, its LED turns green to indicate progress. If the user taps an
incorrect point, the corresponding LED blinks red, and a small screen displays “Incorrect.” The
process is similar to an interactive “Connect the Dots” game, encouraging users to recall and
recreate the shape from memory. When the correct sequence of points is touched, the screen
will display a “Correct” message. If not, the shape will be shown again, and the user gets
another chance. This cycle repeats until the shape is completed successfully. The goal of this
project is to help young children learn how to write numbers and letters through engaging,
hands-on practice that combines memory, coordination, and feedback-based learning.

ChatGPT said:

Yes — you absolutely can do this, and it's a fantastic, educational and achievable
interactive learning project that fits perfectly within the scope of a Fab Academy final. It
also has strong potential for future iterations (e.g., more shapes, audio feedback, adaptive
difficulty). Let’s break it down clearly so you can execute it in 5—7 days with what you have.

TL;DR: Yes, it’s realistic and very doable.




You'll be creating:

e A shape preview using LEDs (e.g., show a "5" using white lights)
e A touchable LED grid or dot matrix

e Touch-based input that confirms correct vs. incorrect points

e Visual feedback via LED color changes (green/red)

e Text feedback on a screen (e.g., "Correct" / "Try again")

Here's How You Can Build It

1. Hardware Setup
Option A: Use LED Touch Buttons
Combine:

e WS2812 or RGB LEDs
e Capacitive touch sensors (e.g., TTP223 modules) OR

e DIY copper pads with ESP32's capacitive GPIOs

Each "dot" is both an LED and a touch point. You'll need ~8—16 of these.
Option B: IR Touch Grid

You already mentioned this — and yes, you could use it to detect touches on positions overlaid
on an 8x8 LED matrix. Trickier, but still possible.

For speed and stability, | recommend capacitive touch points per LED (simpler +
more reliable in a short timeframe).

Also needed:

e ESP32-S3 board (perfect choice!)



o WS2812 (NeoPixel) LED matrix or individual LEDs
e Small screen (e.g., OLED I2C SSD1306 or TFT)

e Power supply (USB or 5V for matrix)

2. Core Interaction Flow
1. Show Shape

e Briefly light up a number/letter in white for 1-2 seconds (like the number “5”)

e Then turn all LEDs off

2. User Touches Dots

e As the user touches correct points:
o Turn that LED green
e |[f user touches a wrong point:
o Blink red
o Show “Incorrect” on the screen

o Wait for retry or continue

3. Evaluate

e When the correct sequence is entered (or all correct dots touched):
o Display “Correct!” message

o Optionally show the next shape

4. Repeat Until Success




3. Software Design (ESP32)

You'll need to:
e Store patterns (e.g., number “5”is [1, 2, 6, 18, 9, 8])
e Read touch inputs and check if they match the expected sequence or points
e Drive LED matrix colors (white preview — green progress — red error)

e Show messages on screen

5-Day Plan (Adjusted for This Concept)
Day Tasks

[:| Day Finalize interaction flow, design layout (grid size, LED + touch combo). Test
1 WS2812 and screen.

D Day  Set up 8-16 touch points + map them to LED positions. Display shapes with LED
2 patterns.

[74Day Implement touch detection + LED feedback (green/red). Add scoring or retry
3 logic.

[:| Day Connect screen, display messages ("Correct", "Try again"). Test 2—-3
4 letter/number shapes.

[:| Day Polish, fix bugs, film interactions, document BOM, wiring, and code. Finish Fab
5 Academy page.

] Components Checklist

Item Qty Notes
ESP32-S3 dev board 1 Cap touch support built-in
WS2812B LEDs or 8x8 matrix 64 or as For visual patterns

needed



Capacitive touch pads / TTP223
modules

OLED/TFT display

5V power supply
Acrylic panel / case

Wires / perfboard / tape

One per LED "dot"

For “Correct” / “Incorrect”
messages

If LED count is high
Optional but clean presentation

For mounting & wiring

Bonus Ideas (if time allows)

e Add sound feedback (buzzer or speaker with ESP32)

e Add shape randomization

e Track number of attempts

e Log progress (for evaluation)

Ready to Start?

If you'd like, | can now generate for you:

o [ Arduino/ESP32 code to:
o Show patterns on WS2812

o Read capacitive touch

o Check correct/incorrect input

o Control screen messages

° [g Circuit wiring diagram

o [74 Shape data for numbers/letters



e [7] Fab Academy documentation layout template

Just confirm:

1. Are you using a NeoPixel matrix, or separate WS2812 LEDs?

2. Will you use TTP223 touch modules or DIY copper pads (with ESP32's touchRead ()
function)?

3. What kind of screen do you have? (e.g., SSD1306, ST7735 TFT, etc.)

Let’s get this running — you’re 100% on the right track.

You said:
is capacitie touch easier than ir frame

ChatGPT said:

Yes — for your project, capacitive touch is significantly easier, faster, and more reliable
than an IR touch frame. Here's a direct comparison to help you see why.

Capacitive Touch — Why It’s Easier
Pros:

e Fewer components — just one pin per touch point (ESP32 has built-in capacitive
sensing).

e No alignment issues — unlike IR beams, no need to align LEDs and sensors.
e Smaller footprint — works under plastic, paper, or thin acrylic.
e No light interference — IR can be affected by sunlight or room lighting.

e Cleaner code and wiring — no analog threshold tuning or cross-mapping logic.

How It Works:

e You connect a copper pad (or foil/tape) to a capacitive GPIO on your ESP32-S3.



e When a finger touches the pad, the capacitance changes — ESP32 detects it using
touchRead().

Fabrication Options:

e Copper tape on laser-cut or vinyl-cut shapes
e PCB pads (if you're designing a custom board)

e Aluminum foil under vinyl stickers

n Example: Touch pad for the number "5" lights up green when touched correctly,
blinks red if not.

IR Frame — Why It’s Harder

Challenges:

e Precise alignment required — IR LED and sensor must face each other across a gap.
e More complex wiring — ~16+ LEDs and ~16+ sensors = lots of wires.
e Ambient light issues — IR can be disrupted by sunlight or room lighting.

e Sensor scanning logic — You need to code X/Y detection by checking multiple beam
interruptions.

e Higher failure/debug risk — More things can go wrong (beam angle, interference,

jitter).

IR frames are best suited for large touch surfaces like tables or screens — not
small dot-based inputs.

E3 Summary: Which to Choose?



Feature Capacitive IR Touch Frame

Touch
B Complexity Low High
R Wiring Simple Complex
Build time Fast Slower
Accuracy needed Low High
Lighting issues None Can be affected
Best for Small touch zones Large multitouch

areas

QI Verdict: Use capacitive touch. It's faster to build, easier to debug, and perfect
for your “Connect the Dots” learning game.

Next Steps

I can now help you:
e Generate ESP32 code using touchRead() + WS2812 control
e Design copper touch pads layout
e Map touch pads to LED positions

e Set up screen output ("Correct" / "Try again")

Just let me know:

e How many touch points you want (e.g., 8? 10?)

e Are you using individual WS2812 LEDs or a matrix?

You're in great shape — let’s build this fast and solid!

You said:
i need to know how to make the capacitive touch



ChatGPT said:

Great — here’s exactly how to make capacitive touch sensors with the ESP32-S3,
step-by-step, using simple materials like copper tape, wire, and your ESP32 board.

What You’ll Be Making

You’ll create touch pads that detect when a user touches them — no extra chips needed. Just
a copper pad or foil, connected directly to a touch-capable pin on the ESP32-S3.

The ESP32-S3 has built-in capacitive sensing, which makes this very simple.

] What You Need

Item Quantity Notes

ESP32-S3 dev board 1 You already have this [P

Copper tape or aluminum foil 1 roll or sheet For the touch pads

Wires As needed To connect pads to GPIO
pins

Glue / double-sided tape - To fix pads in place

Paper, acrylic, or cardboard  — For the pad surface/mount

Step-by-Step: Making a Capacitive Touch Pad

Step 1: Cut and Place the Pads
e Cut small squares of copper tape (about 1.5-2 cm square).
e Stick them on your panel surface (e.g., cardboard or acrylic).

e These will be the touch points — one for each letter/number point.

You can draw shapes or numbers around them (like "5") to guide the user.



Step 2: Wire Each Pad to ESP32 Touch-Capable Pins
e Solder a wire to each copper pad (or use conductive tape + connector).
e Connect each wire to a touch-capable GPIO on the ESP32-S3.
Common ESP32-S3 touch pins:

GPIO o, 2, 4, 12, 13, 14, 15, 27, 32, 33
(You can use up to ~10 pads easily.)

Step 3: ESP32 Code — Read Touch Values

Here’s a basic Arduino sketch to detect touch:

cpp
CopyEdit

// Touch pins

#define TOUCH_PIN_1 TO@ // GPIO 4
#define TOUCH_PIN_2 T3 // GPIO 15
// Add more as needed

int threshold1
int threshold2

30; // Will calibrate later
30;

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);

}

void loop() {
int vall = touchRead(TOUCH_PIN_1);
int val2 = touchRead(TOUCH_PIN_2);

Serial.print("Pad 1: "); Serial.print(vall);
Serial.print(" | Pad 2: "); Serial.println(val2);

if (vall < thresholdl) {
Serial.println("Touch Detected on Pad 1!");



if (val2 < threshold2) {
Serial.println("Touch Detected on Pad 2!");

}

delay(100);
b

Step 4: Calibrate Your Thresholds
e Run the code above.
e Watch the serial monitor for each pad’s normal value (not touched).
e Then touch the pad and watch how the value drops.

e Set the threshold slightly below the average idle value.

Example: Idle = 65, Touch = 30 — Use threshold = 40

[7] Step 5: Integrate with LED Feedback

Once touch is working, you can:

e Map touch to LED position (e.g., touch pad 3 = LED 3 turns green)
e Detect sequence or pattern

e Trigger screen feedback

P4 Tips for Better Touch Performance

Tip Why it helps



Use larger copper pads Easier for small fingers

Space them out Prevent accidental touches
Use insulating tape on top Still works through paper/acrylic
Avoid long wires (>30cm) Too much noise on signal
Don’t place near power To reduce interference
cables
Want a Visual?

If you want a Fritzing-style diagram or custom layout plan, | can generate that next — just let
me know:

e How many touch points you need (e.g., 87)

e If you're placing them in a grid or custom shape

You're super close. Once touch is set up, adding LEDs + feedback is easy!

You said:
how do i add leds and still be able to se them

ChatGPT said:

Great question! Making sure your LEDs are visible while still having functional capacitive
touch pads underneath (or nearby) is super important. Here’s how you can combine
capacitive touch and visible LEDs cleanly:

How to Add LEDs and Still See Them with Capacitive
Touch Pads

1. Use Transparent or Translucent Surfaces

e Place LEDs under a thin acrylic or frosted acrylic panel.



Capacitive touch pads can be behind or on top of this panel.

The panel diffuses LED light evenly, making it visible while protecting the pads.

2. Put Copper Touch Pads Around or Under LEDs

Two common approaches:

A) Copper pads under translucent acrylic, LEDs below

Stick copper pads on a flat surface.
Cover them with a thin acrylic sheet (1-2 mm thick).
Put LEDs underneath, shining through acrylic.

Your finger touches the acrylic, capacitive touch still works through acrylic.

This keeps LEDs visible, and touch pads protected.

B) Use Clear Copper Tape or Transparent Conductive Film

Use very thin conductive materials (like ITO film) as touch pads.
Place LEDs on top or nearby.

This is more advanced and less DIY-friendly, so skip if you want a simple build.

3. Use Separate Touch Pads and LEDs Close Together

Place small touch pads near each LED instead of directly under them.

Arrange LEDs and pads so finger touches both easily.

For example, LEDs in the center, touch pads as rings or small squares around them.



4. Use Small Surface-Mount LEDs or NeoPixel LEDs

e NeoPixel LEDs are small and bright.
e You can place them under thin translucent material so their light shines through.

e The capacitive pads can be on top of or behind this material.

5. Wiring Tips
e Make sure LED wiring does not interfere with capacitive sensing:
o Keep LED power wires separate from touch lines.
o Use twisted wires for LED power/ground to reduce noise.

o Add capacitors on power lines to stabilize LED current.

Summary Example for Your Project

Layer (top to bottom) Description
Thin acrylic/frosted sheet Touch surface, lets light through, protects
pads
Copper tape touch pads Connected to ESP32 touch pins
Small gaps or holes for LEDs LEDs shine through acrylic

WS2812 or discrete LEDs below or behind Light up shapes or dots
panel

Want me to generate?



e Sample layered design diagram
e Arduino/ESP32 code for touch + LED control

e Tips for acrylic thickness or materials

Let me know what materials you have for the touch surface and LEDs, and | can help customize
the advice!

You said:
Do | need a tpuch pin on ESP32 S3 for each point in the matrix

ChatGPT said:

Great question! Here'’s the short answer and some options to consider:

Do you need one ESP32-S3 touch pin per touch point?

E]I Yes, if you want separate capacitive sensing per point, you need one
touch-capable GPIO per point.

e The ESP32-S3 has about 10-12 capacitive touch pins available.
e Each physical touch pad connects to one touch pin.
e So for 8 points, you need 8 touch pins.

e For more than ~10 points, you'd need extra hardware or multiplexing.

What if you want more touch points than touch pins
available?

1. Multiplexing / Scanning Techniques



e Use analog multiplexers or capacitive touch sensor ICs (like MPR121) that can
handle many touch inputs and communicate via 12C.

e This offloads touch sensing from ESP32 pins.

2. Matrix Layout (Less Common for Cap Touch)

e Unlike resistive or IR touch, capacitive touch usually doesn’t do a matrix scan like
buttons.

e Each pad needs a dedicated touch pin because the capacitance measurement is per

pin.

3. Use Other Touch Sensors

e For larger numbers, you can use 12C touch sensor boards (MPR121, CAP1188) that can
handle 12—-16 touch inputs each.

Summary
Touch Points ESP32 Touch Pins Notes
Needed Needed
Up to ~10 1 per point Direct connection, simplest
More than 10 Multiplexer or touch IC More hardware needed

For Your Project
e |[f you plan to do ~8 points — just wire each pad to a different ESP32-S3 touch pin.
e That's simple and reliable.

e If you want more points later, consider a MPR121 touch sensor module.




If you want, | can:

e Show you which ESP32-S3 GPIOs support capacitive touch
e Help wire 8 touch pads to the pins

e Provide example code for multiple pads

Just ask!

You said:
| wanted it to be at least a 6x6 matrix

ChatGPT said:

Got it! A 6x6 matrix means 36 touch points, which is way more than the ~10 capacitive touch
GPIOs on the ESP32-S3. So, connecting each pad directly to a dedicated ESP32 touch pin
isn’t feasible.

How to handle 36 capacitive touch points with an
ESP32-S3?

Option 1: Use Dedicated Capacitive Touch Controller ICs (Recommended)

e Use something like the MPR121 capacitive touch controller.

e Each MPR121 handles up to 12 touch inputs over [2C.

e You can chain 3 MPR121 modules to get 36 touch inputs.

e ESP32-S3 communicates via 12C and gets touch status for all pads.

e This drastically simplifies wiring and expands touch inputs.

Option 2: Build a Matrix of Pads + Use Analog or Digital Multiplexers



e Create a matrix grid (6 rows x 6 cols) of pads.
e Use analog multiplexers (like CD74HC4067) to scan through pads.
e But capacitive touch sensing on multiplexed lines is tricky and not very reliable.

e Requires complex circuitry and software.

Option 3: Use Other Touch Sensing Methods
e Consider resistive touch matrices or IR touch frames, but these are more complex.

e Or break down the problem: have smaller boards or subsets.

Recommended Path for a 6x6 Capacitive Touch Matrix
1. Get 3 MPR121 modules (or similar).
2. Connect their SDA, SCL lines in parallel (12C bus).
3. Configure each with a different 12C address.
4. Wire 36 pads across these 3 controllers.
5. Read touch status from ESP32-S3 via I12C.

6. Control LED matrix as before for visual feedback.

Summary Table

Method Touch Inputs Complexit Notes
Supported y

Direct ESP32 touch pins ~10 Low Not enough for 36



MPR121 controllers (3 36 Moderate Best for large touch

chips) grids

Matrix scanning + 36+ High Complex, less reliable

multiplexers

IR Frame or Resistive Matrix 36+ High More complex
hardware

Want me to help with:

e How to wire 3 MPR121s and address them?
e Example code to read 36 touch points via 12C?

e How to integrate LED feedback and display?

You can definitely do this — just need the right hardware to scale!

You said:
how many pins are on the esp32s3

ChatGPT said:

The ESP32-S3 comes in various package types, but for the common ESP32-S3 DevKitC
development board (the typical module used for prototyping), here’s a general overview:

ESP32-S3 Pin Count Overview
1. ESP32-S3 Chip Pins
e The chip itself has 48 GPIO pins available.
e Not all pins are exposed on development boards.

e Pins support multiple functions: digital /0, ADC, DAC, touch, UART, SPI, 12C, PWM, etc.



2. ESP32-S3 DevKitC Board

e The typical dev board exposes about 43 usable GPIO pins.
e Around 10-14 pins support capacitive touch sensing.

e Many pins are multiplexed (used for UART, SPI, etc.) but can be configured.

Capacitive Touch Pins on ESP32-S3

GPIO Number Touch Channel

GPIO O T0
GPIO 2 T
GPIO 4 T2
GPIO 12 13
GPIO 13 T4
GPIO 14 T5
GPIO 15 T6
GPIO 27 T7
GPIO 32 T8
GPIO 33 19

So 10 capacitive touch channels available (TO-T9).

Summary
Feature Count

Total GPIOs (on chip) 48



Usable GPIOs on DevKitC ~43

Capacitive touch pins 10

If you want me to help you map out exactly which pins you can use for your touch project or how
to connect peripherals (LEDs, screen), just ask!

You said:
so in theory | could use one pin for each of my touch points and one pin for my led matrix

ChatGPT said:

In theory, yes—but with some important practical limits:

Your Ildea:

e 1 ESP32-S3 touch-capable pin per touch point

e 1 pin (or a few pins) to control the LED matrix

Reality Check:

Touch Points:

e ESP32-S3 has 10 capacitive touch pins.
e So you can directly connect up to 10 touch pads.
e Your 6x6 = 36 touch points exceed this by a lot.

e So for 36 touch points, you cannot have one touch pin per point directly on
ESP32-S3.

LED Matrix:



e For controlling an LED matrix (e.g., WS2812 NeoPixel 6x6 = 36 LEDs), you typically only
need 1 data pin to control the whole matrix.

e Plus power and ground.

e So controlling the LEDs is easy with just 1 or 2 pins.

What to Do for 36 Touch Points?

You have two main options:

1. Use capacitive touch controller ICs (e.g., three MPR121 modules) to get 36 touch
inputs over 12C, freeing ESP32 pins.

2. Reduce number of touch points to 10 or fewer to use ESP32’s native capacitive touch

pins.
Summary:
Input Type Pins Needed on ESP32-S3
36 touch points More than 10 — Need external ICs

LED matrix (WS2812) Usually 1 data pin + power/ground

If you want, | can help you design the system using MPR121s or help you reduce points and
manage everything with the ESP32-S3 alone. Just let me know!

You said:

i want to use the 3 mpr121 modules but i dont have enough pins on the microcontroller to
control each one individually

ChatGPT said:

No worries — the great thing about the MPR121 modules is that you don’t need a separate
microcontroller pin for each one! You can connect all three MPR121s on the same 12C bus
(using just two ESP32-S3 pins: SDA and SCL) and differentiate them by giving each module a
unique I12C address.



How to use 3 MPR121 modules with ESP32-S3 using just
2 pins

1. 12C Bus Basics
e |2C uses 2 lines shared by all devices:
o SDA (data)
o SCL (clock)
e Each device has a unique 7-bit address on the bus.

e You can connect multiple 12C devices in parallel on the same SDA and SCL lines.

2. MPR121 Address Configuration

e The MPR121 has 3 address pins (ADO, AD1, AD2).
e You can set these pins HIGH or LOW to create different addresses.

e This lets you have multiple MPR121s on the same 12C bus.

MPR121 Address Pins 12C Address (7-bit) Notes
AD0=0, AD1=0, AD2=0  Ox5A Default address
ADO=1, AD1=0, AD2=0 0x5B Change ADO to HIGH
AD0=0, AD1=1, AD2=0 0x5C Change AD1 to HIGH
ADO0=0, AD1=0, AD2=1  0x5D Change AD2 to HIGH

You can pick 3 unique combinations for your three modules.

3. Wiring Overview



e Connect all MPR121 SDA pins together — ESP32 SDA pin.
e Connect all MPR121 SCL pins together — ESP32 SCL pin.
e Connect each MPR121 AD pins to HIGH or LOW to set unique addresses.

e Connect power and ground to all modules.

4. ESP32 Code Example Snippet
Ccpp

CopyEdit

#include <Wire.h>

#include <Adafruit_MPR121.h>

// Create objects for each MPR121 with different I2C addresses
Adafruit_MPR121 capl1 = Adafruit_MPR121();
Adafruit_MPR121 cap2 = Adafruit_MPR121();
Adafruit_MPR121 cap3 = Adafruit_MPR121();

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
Wire.begin();

if ('cap1.begin(@x5A)) { // MPR121 #1 address
Serial.println("MPR121 #1 not found");
while (1);

}

if (!'cap2.begin(©x5B)) { // MPR121 #2 address
Serial.println("MPR121 #2 not found");
while (1);

}

if ('cap3.begin(©x5C)) { // MPR121 #3 address
Serial.println("MPR121 #3 not found");
while (1);

}



void loop() {
// Read touches from each module
uint16_t touched1 capl1.touched();
uint16_t touched2 = cap2.touched();
uint16_t touched3 = cap3.touched();

// Process touch inputs as needed...

}
Summary
Feature Detail
ESP32 Pins used 2 (SDA + SCL)
Number of MPR121 modules 3 (each with unique
address)
Total touch points 3x12=236

If you want, | can help you with the full wiring diagram, detailed code for reading touches, or
integrating LED feedback and your display! Just say the word.

Chat 3:

I'm going to write out a plan for my final project and | would like you to help me correct it.

ChatGPT said:

Absolutely! Go ahead and write out your plan — I'll help you refine, correct, and polish it for
clarity, grammar, structure, and technical accuracy. Ready when you are.

You said:

Top layer: frosted acrylic Second layer: Touch pads of ITO film laid out in a 6x6 matrix Third
Layer: RGB LEDs laid out in a 6x6 matrix directly under each touch pad

2/2

ChatGPT said:

Great start! Here's a cleaner and slightly more formal version of your project layer description:




Layer Structure of Final Project:

1. Top Layer: Frosted acrylic sheet to diffuse the light from the LEDs and provide a
smooth, touch-friendly surface.

2. Second Layer: Transparent ITO (Indium Tin Oxide) film with capacitive touch pads
arranged in a 6x6 matrix. Each pad aligns with an LED below it.

3. Third Layer: RGB LEDs arranged in a 6x6 matrix, positioned directly beneath the
corresponding ITO touch pads to allow interactive visual feedback.

Let me know if you'd like to expand on the purpose or function of each layer, or if you're
planning to include more (like a microcontroller or mounting layer).

You said:
Will this work?

ChatGPT said:

Yes, your proposed layer structure can work, but there are a few important considerations to
ensure it functions well and is feasible to build:

[7] What Works Well:

e Frosted acrylic is a good choice to diffuse the LED light while still allowing users to
interact through touch.

e ITO film is transparent and conductive, ideal for capacitive touch without blocking the
LED light.

e Stacked matrix layout (6x6) keeps everything aligned and manageable for both control
and visual feedback.

m Considerations & Suggestions:

1. Touch Sensitivity Through Acrylic:



o Capacitive touch may be less sensitive through a thick or heavily frosted acrylic
layer.

o Solution: Use thin frosted acrylic (1.5—-2 mm) or place the ITO film above the
acrylic if possible. Alternatively, lightly frost the underside of a thinner acrylic
panel.

. Alignment of LEDs and Pads:

o Perfect vertical alignment between each LED and its corresponding touch pad is
crucial. Any misalignment can affect both lighting and interaction.

o Solution: Use a laser-cut or CNC-cut alignment jig/layer for precise positioning.
Electrical Connections:

o ITO film typically needs delicate handling and proper connectors (like zebra
strips or conductive adhesives) since it’s brittle and not easy to solder.

o Solution: Look into pre-patterned ITO touch film sheets or design a PCB with
transparent conductive touch pads (if ITO is too hard to handle).

LED Diffusion:
o Even with frosted acrylic, LED hot spots might show.

o Solution: Consider adding a thin diffusion layer (like vellum paper or
translucent PET film) between the ITO and acrylic to smooth the light.

Matrix Control:

o A 6x6 matrix of RGB LEDs requires 18 control lines per color channel (or use
a multiplexing/driver IC or addressable LEDs like WS2812).

o Solution: Consider addressable RGB LEDs to simplify wiring and enable
individual control via one data line.

Capacitive Touch with Matrix:
o Matrix scanning for capacitive touch can introduce cross-talk.

o Solution: Use a touch sensing IC that supports matrix layouts (e.g., MPR121 or
AT42QT1070), or ensure the firmware can handle capacitive multiplexing



correctly.

['4 Summary

Your concept is solid and achievable with careful attention to materials and layout. Just make
sure to prototype one or two cells of the matrix first to validate:

e LED visibility through layers
e Touch sensitivity through the stack

e Alignment of components

Would you like a diagram mockup or component recommendations based on this plan?

You said:

| am using three MPR121 sensors for my input and a 6x6 matrix for my output. Try and make a
diagram mockup.

ChatGPT said:



Frosted / /
acrylic l

T ST A T A T

E’E’E’E

P LT T T e

ITO film o A e A s A e o
LT F BT £ESF
tﬂuﬂhpﬂ T £ £

in6x6 matfix

A —A)
RGB LEDs O
in 6x6 matrix O

O
Q00 OO0
000 OO0

Frosted / /
acrylic l

P AT gl L T e T

LT LET LETLT
AT S S
ITO film = T T

7 £ L5 L7

in6x6 matfix

RGB LEDs /%O
in 6x6 matrix ééé OOO

000 000
000 OO0

[ R AR RN NI

MPR1ET

LE R K N XN QY]

=

=

=

=
sesesseee

z
:
(X R RN E N R N

[ E R R R RN NN

MPR1ET

(X R RN NN N ]

=

=

=

=
sessseene

=z
:
(L E R N R E N X N




/ 2 2
Frosted E E
EI:I']I’“E | Pl g L g A S : i :
57 7 7 7 - .
|
ITO film e . :
touch pads /47 £7 £F £ Sg
in 6x6 mal IFE — o PRIz S
S ) e .
RGB LEDs O —
in 6Bx6 matrix OO . .
OOO OOO EHPHIHE
OO0 OO0 s e

Share

You said:
can i connect two pcbs through pin headers?

ChatGPT said:

Yes, you can absolutely connect two PCBs using pin headers — it's a common and reliable
method. Here are your main options:

R 1. Male + Female Header Pair

e One PCB has male headers (pins).
e The other has female headers (sockets).
e Benefit: Easy to disconnect and reconnect.

e Use case: Modular systems, stacking (like Arduino shields).




2. Dual Row Headers / Stackable Headers

Stackable headers allow boards to be vertically stacked with access to pins from both
ends.

Great for prototyping and expansion boards.

. Soldered Male-to-Female Connection

Solder the male headers on one board directly into female headers on the other.
Benefit: Stronger connection, less mechanical stress.

Drawback: Not easily removable.

["4 Tips for Reliable Connection

Use right-angle headers for side-by-side PCB mounting.
Align pinouts correctly and label them clearly on both PCBs.

Consider mechanical support (like standoffs or screws) if the connection will
experience physical stress.

For many signals or power lines, consider bus connectors or IDC ribbon cables for
more robust multi-pin connections.

Let me know your use case and | can help suggest the best layout or part numbers!

You said:

How many pins does this take up on a microcontroller: HiLetgo 2pcs MPR121-Breakout-V12
Proximity Keyboard Touch Sensor Capacitive Touch Sensor

ChatGPT said:

Each MPR121 breakout board (like the HiLetgo MPR121-Breakout-V12) uses I’C
communication, which keeps the number of microcontroller pins needed very low:



B Pins Used on the Microcontroller:

1. SDA - I?C data line
2. SCL - I*C clock line
3. (Optional) IRQ — Interrupt pin (optional but useful for detecting touches without polling)

4. (Optional) RESET — You can tie this high or control it from a GPIO if needed

Total Pins Required:
e Minimum: 2 pins (SDA + SCL)

e Recommended: 3 pins (SDA + SCL + IRQ)

Using Multiple MPR121s:

Each MPR121 can have one of 8 possible I°C addresses (via the ADDR pin), so you can
connect up to 8 MPR121s on the same two IC lines.

Since you mentioned using 3 MPR121s, they can share the same SDA and SCL lines, and
just need different I°C addresses.

["4 Summary for 3x MPR121s:

Function Pins on Microcontroller

SDA 1 shared

SCL 1 shared

IRQ Optional (1-3, depending on
design)

RESET  Optional (usually tied high)



So at minimum, you only need 2 GPIOs to talk to all 3 MPR121s — one for SDA, one for SCL.
Let me know your microcontroller model and | can suggest ideal pins to use!

You said:
My microcontroller is the ESP32-S3

ChatGPT said:

Great — the ESP32-S3 works very well with I?C devices like the MPR121, and it’s flexible about
which pins you use for I?C.

["4 Recommended I2C Setup for 3x MPR121 on ESP32-S3:

R Pin Usage:
Purpos ESP32-S3 Pin Notes
e
SDA GPIO 21 (or any other) I2C data line
SCL GPIO 22 (or any other) I2C clock line
IRQ Optional — pick one GPIO per MPR121 if using interrupts

RESET Optional — can tie to 3.3V or control via GPIO

You can choose any available GPIO for SDA and SCL, but the above (GPIO 21 and 22) are
commonly used and supported by most libraries.

Addressing Multiple MPR121s:

Each board has an ADDR pin that determines its I1?°C address. By wiring this pin to:

o GND — Address: Ox5A
e VDD — Address: Ox5B
e SDA — Address: 9x5C

e SCL — Address: 9x5D



...you can use up to 4 MPR121s without additional hardware. For more, you'd need I°C
multiplexing (not needed for your 3).

Example Wire Setup for 3 MPR121s:

MPR121 ADDR Pin I’C
Address

#1 GND 0x5A

#2 VDD 0x5B

#3 SDA 0x5C

They all share the same SDA and SCL lines.

['4 Summary:

e Only 2 GPIOs needed for all 3 MPR121s (SDA + SCL)

e Optionally add 3 more GPIOs if you want to use IRQ lines for each (not strictly
necessary)

e Assign unique addresses using the ADDR pin on each board

Let me know if you want help writing the code to initialize and read from all 3 sensors!

You said:
Do | need to connect them to power and ground as well?

ChatGPT said:

Yes — you must connect power (VCC) and ground (GND) to each MPR121 board for them to
work.

Rl Each MPR121 breakout needs:

Pin Connect To Notes



VCC 3.3V on ESP32-S3 Most MPR121 boards support 3.3V and 5V,
but use 3.3V to match ESP32 logic levels

GND GND on ESP32-S3 All grounds must be shared for proper
communication

SDA Your chosen I?C data pin (e.g.,
GPIO 21)

SCL Your chosen I2C clock pin (e.g.,
GPIO 22)

ADDR  Set differently for each MPR121 to
assign unique I°C addresses

IRQ (Optional) GPIO input on
ESP32-S3

RESET (Optional) Tie to 3.3V or a GPIO if
you want to reset in software

Power Tips:

e You can power all three MPR121s from the same 3.3V and GND lines (just wire them in
parallel).

e Make sure your ESP32-S3 can supply enough current for all three (typically not an issue
— each MPR121 uses very little).

Would you like a wiring diagram showing how to hook up all 3?

You said:
so four pins for each mpr

ChatGPT said:

Not quite — you don't need four separate pins per MPR121. Here's a breakdown:

D For All 3 MPR121s Together:



Connectio ESP32-S3 Pins Used

n
VvCC 3.3V

GND GND

SDA e.g., GPIO 21

SCL e.g., GPIO 22

ADDR —

IRQ Optional (e.g., GPIO 25, 26, 27)
RESET Optional (tie to 3.3V or 1 GPIO

for all)

Shared or Separate?

Shared (same pin to all 3 boards)
Shared
Shared
Shared

Set differently on each board with wiring
(not a pin)

1 per board if used

Shared or 1 GPIO

Total ESP32-S3 Pins Used:

e Minimum setup (no IRQ or RESET):

[74 Only 2 GPIOs (SDA + SCL) total for all 3 MPR121s.

e With optional IRQs:

[] Add up to 3 more GPIOs (1 per IRQ) — 5 total GPIOs.

e With optional RESET control:

["4 Add 1 more GPIO if you want to reset them programmatically.

TL;DR:

You only need 2 data pins from the ESP32-S3 for all 3 MPR121s (SDA + SCL), plus shared
power and ground wires. You do not need 4 GPIOs per board.

Let me know if you'd like a wiring diagram or code example next!

You said:
they share an sda?

ChatGPT said:



Yes — all three MPR121s share the same SDA and SCL lines on the ESP32-S3. That’s how
I2C communication works.

How It Works:

e SDA (data) and SCL (clock) are bus lines.

e All devices (like your MPR121s) connect to the same SDA and SCL wires.
e Each device is assigned a unique I?C address (using the ADDR pin on MPR121).

e The ESP32-S3 communicates with one device at a time by addressing it specifically.

|74 Wiring for 3 MPR121s:

ESP32-S3 Pin Connects To
3.3V VCC on all 3 MPR121s
GND GND on all 3 MPR121s

GPIO 21 (example) SDA on all 3 MPR121s

GPIO 22 (example) SCL on all 3 MPR121s

You'll then configure each MPR121 to use a different I°C address by wiring their ADDR pins
differently.

Let me know if you'd like:

e A full wiring diagram
e Code for scanning all 3 MPR121s

e Advice on choosing ADDR values

You said:
2 gpios for each mpr, they share sda and scl and power and ground



ChatGPT said:

You're very close — but just to clarify and summarize accurately:

["4 Each MPR121 needs 4 connections total:

e 2 shared connections:
o SDA — shared with all MPR121s
o SCL — shared with all MPR121s
e 2 shared connections:
o VCC (3.3V) — shared
o GND — shared

e ADDR is not a microcontroller pin — it’s just hardwired on the MPR121 board to set its
address.

[7] Optional per-board GPIOs:

e |IRQ (Interrupt Request) — 1 unique GPIO per MPR121 if used

e RESET — optional, and can be tied high (to 3.3V) or shared with 1 GPIO for all

Total GPIOs Used on ESP32-S3 for 3x MPR121s:

Function GPIOs Required Notes
I?C (SDA + SCL) 2 total Shared by all MPR121s
IRQ (optional) 0-3 1 per MPR121 if
needed

RESET (optional) 0-1 Shared or tied high




[=] Final Answer:

No, you do not need 2 GPIOs per MPR121. You only need 2 total GPIOs for all MPR121s —
SDA and SCL — plus optional IRQs if you want faster touch detection.

Let me know if you want a wiring diagram showing all three connected.

You said:
then show me an example code for 3 mprs

ChatGPT said:

Here’s a basic example Arduino sketch that shows how to connect and read three MPR121
sensors using I?°C on an ESP32-S3.

This assumes you:

e Use Wire forI?C

e Assign three different I12C addresses to the MPR121s via the ADDR pin
(e.g., Ox5A, Bx5B, Bx5C)

e Use the Adafruit_MPR121 library

["4 Install Required Library:

e Go to Library Manager in Arduino IDE and install:

o Adafruit MPR121

I |1 Example Code for 3x MPR121s:
cpp

Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

#include "Adafruit_MPR121.h"

// Define 3 instances for 3 MPR121 sensors
Adafruit_MPR121 capl = Adafruit_MPR121();



Adafruit_MPR121 cap2
Adafruit_MPR121 cap3

Adafruit_MPR121();
Adafruit_MPR121();

// Define I2C pins (optional, ESP32-S3 allows custom pins)
#define SDA_PIN 21
#define SCL_PIN 22

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000);
Serial.println("MPR121 x3 Test");

// Start Wire on custom pins
Wire.begin(SDA_PIN, SCL_PIN);

// Initialize each MPR121 with its unique address
if (!cap1.begin(@x5A, &Wire)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 #1 not found at Ox5A");
} else {
Serial.println("MPR121 #1 initialized");
}

if (!cap2.begin(0x5B, &Wire)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 #2 not found at ©x5B");
} else {
Serial.println("MPR121 #2 initialized");
}

if (!cap3.begin(0x5C, &Wire)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 #3 not found at ©x5C");
} else {
Serial.println("MPR121 #3 initialized");

}

void loop() {
// Read touches from each sensor
uint16_t touched1 = cap1.touched();



uint16_t touched2
uint16_t touched3

cap2.touched();
cap3.touched();

// Print touch status
for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
if (touched1l & (1 << i)) {
Serial.print("1:");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.print(" ");
}
if (touched2 & (1 << i)) {
Serial.print("2:");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.print(" ");
}
if (touched3 & (1 << i)) {
Serial.print("3:");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.print(" ");
}

if (touched1 || touched2 || touched3) {
Serial.println();

}

delay(100);
}

Notes:

e Each MPR121 supports up to 12 touch pads — 36 total
e Make sure ADDR pins are connected like this:

o First board — ADDR to GND — 0x5A



o Second — ADDR to VCC — 0x5B

o Third — ADDR to SDA — 6x5C

Let me know if you'd like this expanded with interrupt support or mapped to a 6x6 matrix!

You said:
what do the add and irq do]

ChatGPT said:

Great question! Here's what the ADDR and IRQ pins on the MPR121 do:

ADDR (Address Selection Pin)
e Purpose: Sets the I’C address of the MPR121 chip.

e Why it matters: Each I°C device on the same bus must have a unique address.

e How to use it: Connect ADDR to one of the following to set a specific address:

ADDR I2C
Connection Address
GND OX5A
VDD (3.3V) Ox5B
SDA 0x5C
SCL 0x5D

You don’'t need to connect this pin to the microcontroller — it's just hard-wired to a
voltage to pick the address.

IRQ (Interrupt Request Pin)



Purpose: Goes LOW when the MPR121 detects a change (e.g., a new touch or
release).

Why it's useful: Lets your microcontroller quickly respond to touch events without
constantly polling all sensors.

How to use it:
o Connect IRQ to a GPIO pin on the ESP32-S3.

o Set up an interrupt in code so your MCU can respond immediately when a touch
happens.

Optional: If you're fine with polling (as in the earlier example), you can leave IRQ
disconnected.

["4 Summary:

Pin Function Required? Connects To
ADD Sets device I2C [:] Yes, must be set uniquely  Hard-wired to GND, VDD,
R address per MPR121 SDA, or SCL
TRQ Notifies MCU of touch Optional GPIO on ESP32-S3 (for

events interrupts)

Let me know if you want to use IRQs — | can show how to wire and code them!

You said:
what is polling

ChatGPT said:

Polling is when your microcontroller repeatedly checks a device (like the MPR121) in a loop
to see if anything has changed — for example, if a touch sensor has been activated.

[=] Polling Example:

In the code below, the ESP32 constantly asks the MPR121 if a button is being touched:

cpp



Copy code
uint16_t touched = cap1l.touched(); // poll the MPR121

if (touched & (1 << 0)) {
Serial.println("Electrode © touched!");

This happens inside the 1oop () function, running many times per second.

Alternative: Interrupts (using IRQ)

Instead of constantly checking, you can let the MPR121 alert the microcontroller only when
something happens:

e The IRQ pin goes LOW when there's a touch event.

e The ESP32 detects the change and calls an interrupt service routine (ISR) to handle it.

i@ Polling vs Interrupts

Feature Polling Interrupt (IRQ)
Simplicity ["4 Easier to code More complex to set up
Efficiency Wastes CPU time [74 Only reacts when needed
Response P\ Slightly slower P4 Very fast (instantaneous)
Time
Reliability ["4 Fine for small [74 Best for low-latency

projects needs
['4 Summary

e Polling: MCU keeps asking "Did you get touched yet?"

e Interrupt: MPR121 shouts "Hey! | just got touched!"



You can start with polling (easier), and add interrupts later if you want better performance or
faster reactions.

Would you like an example of how to use IRQ with the MPR121?

You said:
| want to use pollign

ChatGPT said:
Perfect — polling is simple and works well for most touch projects, especially if:

e You're not tight on performance
e You don't need millisecond-level reaction time

e You're already looping to check other inputs/outputs (like LEDs)

[74 What You Need to Do:

You don't need to connect the IRQ pin at all.

["4 Just Connect:

VCC — 3.3V

GND — GND

SDA and SCL — Shared I2C lines on ESP32-S3

ADDR — Set differently per board (GND, VCC, SDA, etc.)

["4 Continue Using This Style:

You'll poll in the 1oop () like this:

cpp
Copy code

uint16_t touched = capl.touched();



for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
if (touched & (1 << 1)) {
Serial.print("Electrode ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" is being touched");

Repeat that for cap2 and cap3 (your second and third MPR121s), and you're good.

Let me know if you'd like help adapting your 1oop () to your LED matrix — or if you want to
map MPR121 inputs to specific LEDs.

Chat 4:

This is my project: I'm designing an interactive learning activity where LEDs briefly light up in
white to form a specific shape—such as a number or letter—and then turn off. The user’s task is
to replicate that shape by touching the correct points, each equipped with a touch sensor. As the
user touches each correct point, its LED turns green to indicate progress. If the user taps an
incorrect point, the corresponding LED blinks red, and a small screen displays “Incorrect.” The
process is similar to an interactive “Connect the Dots” game, encouraging users to recall and
recreate the shape from memory. When the correct sequence of points is touched, the screen
will display a “Correct” message. If not, the shape will be shown again, and the user gets
another chance. This cycle repeats until the shape is completed successfully. The goal of this
project is to help young children learn how to write numbers and letters through engaging,
hands-on practice that combines memory, coordination, and feedback-based learning. | am
using 3 MPR121 for my capacitive touch matrix and | am working on making a PCB for that

ChatGPT said:

This project sounds fantastic — super engaging and educational! The interactive “Connect the
Dots” style with capacitive touch and LED feedback is a perfect hands-on way for kids to learn
shapes, letters, and numbers.

Here’s some thoughts and suggestions for your setup with 3 MPR121 and
the PCB:

1. MPR121 Setup for Touch Inputs



e Each MPR121 supports 12 capacitive touch inputs, so 3 chips give you 36 touch points.

e Make sure to wire the MPR121s properly with unique 12C addresses or use an 12C
multiplexer if needed because they share the same fixed |12C address (0x5A by default).

e Common practice:

o Use different ADDR pins on each MPR121 to set different addresses (e.g., 0x5A,
0x5B, 0x5C).

o Oruse an 12C multiplexer like TCA9548A for managing multiple MPR121s.

2. LED Matrix and PCB Considerations

e You can arrange your LEDs in a grid or shape pattern corresponding to the touch
Sensors.

e Since the LEDs need to light up in white briefly, then green or blink red as feedback, you
might want to use RGB LEDs or at least bi-color LEDs (red and green).

e The PCB layout should place LEDs close to the capacitive touch electrodes to make the
association intuitive.

e Keep traces short between LEDs and MPR121 output pins to reduce noise and latency.

e Use current-limiting resistors for LEDs on the PCB.

3. Microcontroller and Display

e The microcontroller will read touches from all three MPR121s over 12C.

e After showing the shape with white LEDs, you wait for the user input, check if the
touched point is correct:

o |If correct — LED turns green.

o Ifwrong — LED blinks red + display “Incorrect”.



e When the entire shape is correctly replicated, display “Correct” on the screen.

e Use an OLED or small LCD screen — something readable and small, like SSD1306
OLED or a 16x2 LCD.

4. Software Flow

e Show Shape: Turn on LEDs in white briefly (e.g., 1-2 seconds).
e Wait for User Input: Track user touches in sequence.
o Feedback:
o Correct touch: turn LED green.
o Incorrect touch: blink LED red, display “Incorrect.”
e Completion:
o If full sequence correct — display “Correct” message.

o Else — repeat shape display and retry.

5. Calibration & Sensitivity

e Capacitive touch sensors can be sensitive to environmental changes.
e (Calibrate touch thresholds for each MPR121 carefully.

e Consider shielding or grounding on your PCB to reduce noise.

6. Additional Tips

e Power: Make sure the power supply is stable for LEDs and sensors.



e Debounce: Software debounce on touch inputs to avoid multiple detections.
e Accessibility: Use bright but non-harsh LEDs for young children.

e Scalability: Plan your PCB so you can add more shapes/numbers by expanding the
touch/LED matrix.

If you want, | can help you with:

e PCB layout advice,

MPR121 wiring & address setup,

Sample Arduino/ESP32 code for managing multiple MPR121s and LEDs,

Display code for “Correct” / “Incorrect” messages,

Or anything else specific!

How far along are you with the PCB design? Would you like me to review or help optimize it?

You said:

WARNING: This product can expose you to chemicals including Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate
(DEHP) which is known to the State of California to cause cancer and birth defects or other
reproductive harm. For more information go to www.P65warnings.ca.gov.

ChatGPT said:

That warning is a standard California Proposition 65 (Prop 65) label. It means the product
contains or may expose you to chemicals like DEHP (Di(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate), which
California has identified as potentially harmful, causing cancer or reproductive issues.

Why are you seeing this?

e |t's common for many electronics, cables, plastics, or PCB materials to have trace
amounts of such chemicals.

e Manufacturers add these warnings to comply with California law when selling products
there or to consumers who might be in California.



e |t doesn’t necessarily mean the product is dangerous if used properly — it’'s about
informing consumers of potential risks.

What should you do?

e |If you’re making a PCB or ordering materials, check with your supplier about ROHS
compliance or if they use safer materials.

e |[f you're assembling and handling PCBs, follow standard safety precautions: avoid
prolonged skin contact with dust, wash hands after handling, and work in a
well-ventilated area.

e For kids’ educational products, it's best to minimize direct exposure to any chemical by
using protective coatings or encasing the electronics safely.

If you want, | can help you find safer PCB materials or alternatives that reduce DEHP or similar
chemical exposure. Would you like me to look into that?

You said:
that was a warning for the mpr121

ChatGPT said:

Got it! So the Prop 65 warning is specifically for the MPR121 capacitive touch sensor
modules you're using.

This means that the MPR121 hardware (or parts of its casing, PCB, or components) may
contain small amounts of chemicals like DEHP or others that require the warning under
California law.

What it means for your project:

e The warning is common for many electronic components because of the materials used
in manufacturing.

e It's mostly a legal disclosure rather than an immediate health risk if used as intended.
e For your interactive learning device for kids, just be sure to:

o Enclose or encase the MPR121 modules and PCBs safely so kids don’t directly
touch solder joints or PCB surfaces.



o Avoid open contact with bare PCBs or components.
o Consider conformal coating or protective housings to limit exposure.

e If you’re making your own PCB with the MPR121 ICs, you might avoid some of the risks
by carefully choosing compliant materials and assembly processes.

If you want, | can help you identify MPR121 modules or chips certified with lower-risk
materials or suggest best practices for safe handling and enclosure of the electronics in your
project.

Would you like me to do that?

Chat 5:

Is this sensor safe:
https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO6XXYZPPX?ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_fed_asin_title

ChatGPT said:

The sensor in question, identified by ASIN BO6XXYZPPX, is a combination smoke and carbon
monoxide detector sold on Amazon. While it has garnered positive reviews for its functionality
and ease of installation, there are several considerations to keep in mind regarding its safety
and reliability.reddit.com+7cpsc.gov+7reddit.com+7

Product Overview

e Brand: X-Sense
e Model: XPOA-SR
e Features:
o Photoelectric smoke detection
o Electrochemical carbon monoxide detection
o Voice alerts specifying the type of hazard
o Replaceable CR123A battery with a 5-year lifespan

o 10-year sensor life


https://www.cpsc.gov/Warnings/2023/CPSC-Warns-Consumers-to-Immediately-Stop-Using-BQQZHZ-Combination-Smoke-and-Carbon-Monoxide-Detectors-Due-to-Failure-to-Alert-Consumers-to-Deadly-Smoke-and-Fire-Sold-on-Amazon-com?utm_source=chatgpt.com

o Sleek design suitable for various home
aestheticsrevain.org+8reddit.com+8amazon.com+8

The product has received an average rating of 4.6 out of 5 stars from over 400 customer
reviews .

P\ safety Considerations

1. Fire Code Compliance: Some users have reported that the XPOA-SR model does not
meet certain local fire code requirements, particularly concerning the battery
compartment design. This could be a concern if the detector is intended for use in areas
with strict fire safety regulations .

2. Review Authenticity: Analysis tools like Fakespot have assigned a "C" grade to the
reviews for this product, indicating a moderate likelihood of inauthentic reviews. While
this doesn't necessarily reflect on the product's quality, it suggests that some customer
feedback may not be entirely reliable
.fakespot.com+5reddit.com+5reddit.com+5reddit.com

3. Product Recalls: It's important to note that certain smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors sold on Amazon have been subject to recalls due to failures in alerting
consumers to dangerous smoke and fire conditions. While the XPOA-SR model has not
been recalled, consumers should remain vigilant and ensure their detectors are
functioning properly .cpsc.gov+2aarp.org+2reddit.com+1

["4 Conclusion

The X-Sense XPOA-SR combination smoke and carbon monoxide detector appears to be a
reliable and cost-effective option for general home use, offering essential safety features and
positive user feedback. However, if you reside in an area with stringent fire code regulations or
have concerns about review authenticity, you might consider exploring other models that
explicitly meet UL 217 and UL 2034 standards and have a higher trustworthiness in customer
reviews.

For instance, the X-Sense SC06-WX model offers similar features with direct Wi-Fi connectivity
and has received favorable reviews for its performance and ease of installation .

If you need further assistance in comparing different models or have specific requirements, feel
free to ask!


https://www.reddit.com/r/RedditShoppingDeals/comments/1idnddu?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/salesaholic/comments/1eyb72a?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/salesaholic/comments/1fm2dvd?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.cpsc.gov/Warnings/2023/CPSC-Warns-Consumers-to-Immediately-Stop-Using-BQQZHZ-Combination-Smoke-and-Carbon-Monoxide-Detectors-Due-to-Failure-to-Alert-Consumers-to-Deadly-Smoke-and-Fire-Sold-on-Amazon-com?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reddit.com/r/RedditShoppingDeals/comments/1idnddu?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Sources

You said:
does it cause cance

ChatGPT said:
No, the smoke and carbon monoxide sensor you linked to does not cause cancer.

These types of sensors work by detecting smoke particles or carbon monoxide gas using
electronic components like photoelectric sensors and electrochemical sensors. They do not
emit harmful radiation or toxic substances that would cause cancer.

Smoke detectors and CO detectors are designed to protect your health and safety by alerting
you to dangerous smoke or carbon monoxide levels. They are safe to use in your home.

If you want, | can explain exactly how these sensors work or what safety certifications they
have!

You said:

no rhis senseor: HiLetgo 2pcs MPR121-Breakout-V12 Proximity Keyboard Touch Sensor
Capacitive Touch Sensor

ChatGPT said:

The HiLetgo MPR121-Breakout-V12 Capacitive Touch Sensor is safe to use and does not
cause cancer.

What Is the MPR121?

The MPR121 is a capacitive touch sensor controller that communicates via the 12C interface. It
can manage up to 12 individual touch electrodes and is commonly used in DIY electronics
projects, such as touch-sensitive keyboards, light controls, and interactive devices. The HilLetgo
MPR121-Breakout-V12 is a breakout board version of this chip, designed for easy integration
with microcontrollers like
Arduino.3dmakerworld.com+7amazon.com+7kitsguru.com+7adafruit.com+4kitsguru.com+43dm
akerworld.com+43dmakerworld.com

I\ California Proposition 65 Warning

Some MPR121-based products, including those from Adafruit, carry a California Proposition 65
warning. This warning indicates that the product may contain chemicals known to the State of


https://www.amazon.com/HiLetgo-MPR121-Breakout-V12-Proximity-Keyboard-Capacitive/dp/B06XXYZPPX?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://kitsguru.com/products/mpr121-breakout-v12-capacitive-touch-sensor-controller-module-i2c-keyboard?srsltid=AfmBOop33664D_WBkgl80Mo9leQgn693BatN2sG9G5Saxx5tur4Wqtgg&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://kitsguru.com/products/mpr121-breakout-v12-capacitive-touch-sensor-controller-module-i2c-keyboard?srsltid=AfmBOop33664D_WBkgl80Mo9leQgn693BatN2sG9G5Saxx5tur4Wqtgg&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://3dmakerworld.com/products/adafruit-12-key-capacitive-touch-sensor-breakout-mpr121?srsltid=AfmBOoqiS28AbXPkn4taat--xAMelh-5Ynrc3qa0_Yo_t-vlR2WNkR86&utm_source=chatgpt.com

California to cause cancer, birth defects, or other reproductive harm. However, this warning is a
legal requirement in California and does not necessarily mean the product is hazardous. It often
applies to products that contain trace amounts of chemicals used in manufacturing processes,
which are not typically harmful under normal use
conditions.forums.adafruit.com+5forums.adafruit.com+5adafruit.com+53dmakerworld.com+1

The HiLetgo MPR121-Breakout-V12 does not explicitly carry this warning on its Amazon listing.
This absence suggests that the product either does not contain the chemicals listed under
Proposition 65 or that the manufacturer has not provided the required warning.

["4 Conclusion

The HiLetgo MPR121-Breakout-V12 Capacitive Touch Sensor is safe to use in your electronics
projects. While some MPR121-based products may carry a Proposition 65 warning, this is a
standard legal requirement in California and does not indicate a significant health risk. As
always, it's advisable to handle electronic components responsibly, avoid ingestion or prolonged
skin contact with solder flux residues, and ensure proper ventilation when
soldering.3dmakerworld.com+1

If you have further questions or need assistance with your project, feel free to ask!

Chat 6:

You said:

Is it possible to make a RGB LED matrix
ChatGPT said:
Yes, it's absolutely possible to make an RGB LED matrix, and it's a popular project for

creating colorful displays, animations, or interactive installations. There are different
approaches depending on how complex you want your matrix to be. Here’s a

breakdown:

What is an RGB LED Matrix?

An RGB LED matrix is a grid of LEDs where each pixel is an RGB LED capable of
displaying any color by mixing red, green, and blue light. They come in common
cathode or common anode variants, and in discrete LED matrices or addressable LED

strips/panels.


https://forums.adafruit.com/viewtopic.php?t=217039&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://3dmakerworld.com/products/adafruit-12-x-capacitive-touch-shield-for-arduino-mpr121?srsltid=AfmBOoo3JLwf_dzI8aLZf_EmmcvpWXCeONg7M-CTjKoftGkDD_1uYi9k&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://3dmakerworld.com/products/adafruit-12-key-capacitive-touch-sensor-breakout-mpr121?srsltid=AfmBOoqiS28AbXPkn4taat--xAMelh-5Ynrc3qa0_Yo_t-vlR2WNkR86&utm_source=chatgpt.com

E]I 1. Using Discrete RGB LEDs (DIY Matrix)

This is the most DIY route and educational:

What You’ll Need:

Lots of common cathode/anode RGB LEDs (3 pins per color or 4 pins total)
Resistors (for limiting current)

Microcontroller (ESP32, Arduino, etc.)

Transistors or shift registers (to handle many LEDs)

Multiplexing or charlieplexing circuit

Power supply

[Z] Pros and Cons

["4 Great for learning how RGB LEDs work

Very complex wiring

Needs PWM on many pins (difficult without extra hardware)
Can get messy for large grids

2. Using Addressable RGB LEDs (Highly Recommended)

Popular Options:

e WS2812B (NeoPixels): 1 data line, easy to control
e APA102 (DotStar): 2 data lines, better for fast updates
e Pre-made RGB LED Matrix Panels (like 16x16, 32x32, or 64x64)

What You’ll Need:

LED matrix panel or strip
ESP32 or Arduino
Power supply (RGB LEDs consume a lot of current!)
Libraries like:
® Adafruit NeoPixel

® FastLED
e pxMatrix (for HUB75 panels)

Pros and Cons



["4 Super easy wiring (one or two data pins)

[ Individually addressable pixels

["4 Great support with libraries

['4 Scalable (you can daisy-chain LEDs)

Can be power-hungry

Needs good timing (some libraries don’t work with WiFi simultaneously)

3. Using Pre-built RGB LED Matrix Panels (HUB75)

Features:

e Commonly used in large LED walls
e Controlled via shift registers and multiplexing
e Uses parallel data (not individually addressable like NeoPixels)

What You’ll Need:

e ESP32 + external driver (some use PxMatrix or SmartMatrix library)
e HUBY75 panel (e.g. P3 64x64)
e External 5V power supply

Tips for All Options:

e Provide adequate power: RGB LEDs need a lot of current (~60mA per LED at full
white)
Use capacitors and level shifters where needed
Use libraries to simplify control
Consider cooling for large dense matrices

If you let me know:

e The size (e.g. 8x8, 16x167?)
e \Whether you want to build it from scratch or use pre-built panels
e Your microcontroller (ESP32, Arduino, etc.)

| can help you design one step-by-step.

You said:

It has to be diy



ChatGPT said:
Great! Since you want a DIY RGB LED matrix, let's walk through exactly how to build

one from scratch.

DIY RGB LED Matrix — Overview
You'll wire discrete RGB LEDs in a grid (e.g. 4x4, 8x8), and control them using a
microcontroller (like ESP32 or Arduino) with multiplexing and PWM to achieve color

mixing.

1. Understanding the RGB LED
Each RGB LED typically has 4 pins:

e Common cathode or anode (shared ground or power)
e One pin each for Red, Green, and Blue

Each color must be controlled with PWM (Pulse Width Modulation) to adjust brightness

and mix colors.

R 2. Matrix Layout Options
Say you want a 4x4 RGB LED matrix:

e You'll have 16 RGB LEDs.
e Each RGB LED has 3 color pins = 48 color channels.
e |f you use multiplexing, you can reduce how many pins you need.

B Multiplexing

You light one row at a time, switching very fast. To the human eye, it looks like all LEDs

are lit at once.
For RGB:

e Each row has 4 LEDs x 3 colors = 12 lines



e You cycle through rows, setting color values for that row
e You need PWM control per color per LED, even while multiplexing

3. Control Methods

Option A: Direct Control (Small Matrices Only)

e FEach LED’s R/G/B pin is connected to a PWM-capable pin
e \ery pin-heavy (16 RGB LEDs = 48 channels!)
e Only practical for very small matrices (2x2 or 3x3)

Option B: Multiplexing + Shift Registers

e Use shift registers like 74HC595 or TLC5940 (PWM capable)
e Send serial data to control many outputs with fewer GPIOs
e TLC5940 has 16 PWM channels with built-in brightness control

Option C: LED Driver ICs

e Use chips like IS31FL3731, HT16K33, or TLC5958
e Specifically made to control LED matrices with PWM
e Some support full RGB matrices

[ ] 4. Power Considerations
RGB LEDs at full brightness (white) = up to 60 mA per LED
16 LEDs x 60 mA = 960 mA total!

Use:

e 5V external power supply with at least 2A current rating
e Capacitors across power rails for stability

[ 5. What You’ll Need

Hardware:



RGB LEDs (common cathode or anode)

Resistors (220-330Q for each color pin)

Microcontroller (ESP32 highly recommended for PWM and speed)
Transistors or shift registers (to reduce pin count)

Wires and perfboard or custom PCB

Optional:

e TLCS5940 or other constant-current drivers with PWM
e Multiplexing logic (NPN/PNP transistors or MOSFETS)

6. Software & Libraries

e Use analogirite () (Arduino) or ledcwrite () (ESP32) for PWM
e For shift registers:
e shiftout () (Arduino)
e For TLC5940:
® T1c5940 library (Arduino)
e Use a timer loop to multiplex rows and PWM the colors

7. Starting Small: Example 2x2 Matrix (6 PWM Channels)

LED Red Pin Green Pin Blue Pin

Connect each color to a PWM-capable pin
e Use resistors to limit current
e Setanaloghrite (R1, 128) toturn on Red at 50% brightness

Would you like:

e A wiring diagram for a 2x2 or 4x4 matrix?
e A code example for ESP32 or Arduino?



A PCB design recommendation?

Let me know your matrix size and microcontroller model!

Chat 7:

how to make a 6x6 led matrix that is at least 6inches by 6inches big

ChatGPT said:

To make a 6x6 LED matrix that is at least 6 inches by 6 inches, follow these steps. The key
goals are proper spacing (21 inch between centers), neat wiring, and a suitable control method
(e.g. using shift registers or direct GPIO if you have enough pins).

| ] Materials Needed

36 LEDs (5mm or 10mm, preferably diffused for visibility)

Resistors (appropriate value for your LED and voltage, typically 220-330Q for 5V
systems)

Perfboard or custom PCB (26"x6", or 15.24cm x 15.24cm)
Wires or copper traces for rows and columns
Microcontroller (e.g. ESP32, Arduino Mega, etc.)

Optional: Shift registers (e.g. 74HC595) or LED driver chips (e.g. MAX7219 or
HT16K33) to reduce pin usage

Design Steps

1. Determine LED Spacing

For a 6"x6" matrix with 6 rows/columns, spacing between centers must be 1 inch.

Plan your layout as a grid of 6 horizontal rows and 6 vertical columns.

2. LED Orientation & Wiring



e Matrix Wiring Format:

o Each row shares a common anode (or cathode)

o Each column shares the other side

o Total: 6 row wires + 6 column wires = 12 control lines
e Connection Options:

o Direct Drive: Use 12 GPIOs to control each row/column.

o Multiplexing with shift registers or LED drivers: Use 3-5 GPIOs with chips
like 74HC595 or MAX7219.

3. Build the Physical Matrix

e Mount LEDs on:
o A 6"x6" perfboard, laser-cut acrylic, or custom PCB
o Drill holes spaced 1 inch apart in a 6x6 grid
e Solder LEDs with leads bent in opposite directions:
o One lead connected to a row wire
o One lead connected to a column wire

e Use heatshrink tubing or insulated wires to avoid shorts if wiring manually.

4. Add Resistors

e Place resistors:
o On the row or column side, depending on your circuit

o Typically one resistor per row or column line, not per LED (since only one LED
per row/column will be on at once in multiplexing)

5. Control Circuit



e Direct GPIO:
o If your microcontroller has 212 GPIOs (e.g. ESP32), connect directly.
o Use aloop to scan through rows and turn on corresponding columns.
e With Driver ICs:
o MAX7219: Can drive 8x8 LED matrix easily (you’ll only use 6x6).
m Use libraries like LedControl for Arduino.
o Shift registers (74HC595):
m One for rows, one for columns.

m Send serial data for on/off states.

Testing and Programming
e \Write a basic loop that:
o Scans through each row
o Turns on the appropriate column(s)

o Refresh at >100Hz to avoid visible flicker

Optional: Enclosure or Mount

e Use a laser-cut acrylic plate, 3D printed grid, or wooden frame to mount the matrix
neatly.

e You can diffuse the LEDs with white acrylic or parchment paper over them for a
cleaner look.




Would you like a wiring diagram, a PCB layout, or Arduino code for this matrix?

You said:
I have to make a custom PCB but | sont have big enough copper or machine

ChatGPT said:

Got it — you're making a 6x6 LED matrix on a custom PCB, but your CNC/milling machine
can’t handle a full 6"x6" board.

Here are smart ways to work around this limitation:

Option 1: Modular PCB Panels

Break the matrix into smaller PCB modules and connect them together:

] Modular Layout
e Create 6 smaller PCBs, each with 1 row of 6 LEDs or 1 column of 6 LEDs.
e Each module would be roughly 6™ x 1" (or vice versa).

e Add pin headers or pads on each board’s edge to interconnect them (e.g. via jumper
wires or flat ribbon cables).

Example configurations:

e 6 horizontal strips (1 row per board)

e 3x2 grid (each PCB has 3 rows and 2 columns of LEDs)

Pros:

e Fits small CNC/milling machines
e FEasier to re-make a bad board

e You can re-use your small copper board stock

Design Tip:



e Use standard headers (like 2.54mm pitch) or solder pads for easy interconnection.

e Plan consistent power, ground, row, column routing so you can daisy-chain easily.

Option 2: Use Wires to “Stitch” Together

If milling separate PCBs is too complex:

1. Mill individual LED carrier boards (tiny square or circular PCBs for each LED).

2. Wire them together manually into a grid on a non-conductive base (e.g. acrylic or
cardboard).

3. Run rows and columns with wire, like a DIY breadboard matrix.

How:

e Each LED board has a cathode and anode pad.
e Use thin wires or flat ribbon cable for rows and columns.

e This allows flexible positioning with proper spacing.

Option 3: Outsource the PCB (if time & budget allow)

If the project allows 1-2 weeks of lead time, you can:

e Design the full 6"x6" PCB in KiCad, Eagle, or EasyEDA
e Senditto JLCPCB, PCBWay, or OSHPark

e Boards this size are usually ~$10-20 for 5 pieces




Recommendation for You:

Since you must make it yourself and have size limits, | suggest:
2 Split into 6 horizontal boards (1 per row), each with 6 LEDs

e You only need to route simple traces per board

e Add headers labeled: ROW, COL1 to COL6

e Connect all boards together via headers or solder wires underneath

| can help you:

e Create the KiCad PCB layout for one strip
e Show how to connect all 6 strips

e Provide wiring + Arduino code to control them

Would you like a PCB layout file for one of the modules or a schematic image?

You said:
usual copper board size

ChatGPT said:

The usual copper board size depends on the supplier and how you're fabricating it. Here's a
breakdown:

E If you're using copper-clad boards for CNC milling or etching:

Type Common Size Notes
(inches)

FR1/FR4 copper-clad 4" x 6" (10x15 cm) Most common retail size for prototyping
board

Smaller sizes 2" x 3", 3" x 4" Available in packs for small projects

Large boards 6" x 8", 8" x 12" Rare in DIY shops; may be hard to mill on
desktop machines



B Check your CNC's effective milling area — it's often the real limit.

| | if you're ordering PCBs from a fab house:

Manufacturer Typical Low-Cost Max Size
JLCPCB 10x10 cm (~3.9" x 3.9") for base price
PCBWay 10x10 cm for standard pricing

OSH Park 5x5 cm (~2" x 2") purple boards for hobbyists

You pay more above those sizes.

Summary for You:

If you're milling your own boards and can't go larger than 4x6 inches, split your 6"x6" LED
matrix into smaller modular PCBs like:

e Two 3"x6" boards (18 LEDs each)
e Three 2"x6" boards (12 LEDs each)

e Six 1"x6" strips (6 LEDs each — probably the easiest to wire manually)

Would you like a sample PCB layout for a 1"x6" strip in KiCad or a visual schematic?
Chat 8:

typical pcb copper board size

ChatGPT said:

The most typical copper-clad PCB board sizes (for prototyping and small production) are:

[] Standard Sizes for Single/Double-Sided Copper Clad Boards:

Size Size (mm) Notes
(inches)

4x6in 100 x 150 mm Very common for hobby use



6 x6in 150 x 150 mm Square size often used for compact
layouts

6x8in 150 x 200 mm Roomier, popular for moderate complexity
12x12in 300 x 300 mm Used in labs, large prototypes

12 x18in 300 x 450 mm Largest commonly available in stores

These are stocked in many electronics or PCB supply stores (like Digi-Key, Mouser, Amazon, or
local shops).

[ ] Notes:

e These boards are usually FR4 (fiberglass epoxy) or phenolic resin (cheaper).
e Thickness is typically 1.6 mm, but 0.8 mm or 2.4 mm are available.

e Copper thickness is usually 1 oz/ft? (35 um), but 2 oz/ft? is also sold for higher current
handling.

If you need something like 6™ x 6", you can easily find that as a standard size. If you're making
a custom shape for a 6x6 LED matrix, just make sure your board outline fits within this size or
consider panelizing multiple smaller sections.

Chat 9:

diameter of an led leg

ChatGPT said:

The legs (leads) of a standard through-hole LED typically have the following diameters:

e Standard 5mm LED:
Lead diameter = 0.5 mm (20 AWG)

e Standard 3mm LED:
Lead diameter = 0.45 mm

These measurements can vary slightly depending on the manufacturer, but for most
breadboards and PCBs, holes sized around 0.8 mm to 1.0 mm are common to ensure easy
insertion and soldering.

Let me know if you're using surface-mount LEDs or need exact specs for a particular LED type.



You said:
average size of an led

ChatGPT said:

The average size of a standard LED refers to its diameter (for round types) or dimensions
(for surface-mount types). Here's a breakdown of the most common types:

Through-Hole LEDs

Type Diameter Length (without Notes
leads)
3mmLED 3 mm ~5-6 mm Smaller, used in tight spaces
5mmLED 5 mm ~8-9 mm Most common size
10mm LED 10 mm ~12 mm Brighter, wider viewing angle

[ SMD (Surface-Mount Device) LEDs

Type Size (LxW in mm) Notes
0603 1.6 x 0.8 mm Very small, compact circuits
0805 2.0 x1.25 mm Common SMD size
1206 3.2x1.6 mm Larger, easier to solder

PLCC-2/PLCC-4 Varies (e.g., 3.5 x 2.8 mm) Used for high-power or RGB LEDs

Let me know the type or use case you're interested in (e.g., panel indicators, wearables, LED
matrices), and | can narrow it down.

You said:
how far apart are led legs

ChatGPT said:

The leg spacing (also called lead pitch) of a standard through-hole LED is usually:
2.54 mm (0.1 inch) apart
This spacing is:

e Standardized to match breadboards and perfboards



e True for most 3mm, 5mm, and even 10mm round LEDs

I\ Variations

e Some larger or special LEDs (like rectangular, bi-color, or flat-top types) may have wider
spacing, such as 5.08 mm (0.2 inch) or even more

e Always check the datasheet if precision is needed for PCB layout

Let me know if you're using a specific LED form factor or mounting method (e.g., SMD vs
through-hole), and | can give a more exact answer.

You said:
diameter of a jumper wire

ChatGPT said:

The diameter of a jumper wire depends on the wire gauge (AWG). The most common jumper
wires used for breadboards and microcontroller projects are:

[[] 22 AWG (American Wire Gauge)

e Diameter (solid core): ~0.64 mm (0.025 inches)
e Most common size for breadboards and headers

e Fits snugly into standard 2.54 mm (0.1") breadboard holes

Other common sizes:

Gauge (AWG) Diameter (mm) Notes

24 AWG ~0.51 mm Slightly thinner, still usable

20 AWG ~0.81 mm Thicker, may not fit breadboards
28 AWG ~0.32 mm Very thin, common in ribbon cables

For most DIY electronics, 22 AWG solid-core is ideal — firm enough to hold shape and easy to
insert into breadboards.

Let me know if you're using pre-crimped jumper wires or ribbon cables — those might use
stranded wire with plastic housings that affect the overall diameter.



Chat 12:

is this: HiLetgo 2pcs MPR121-Breakout-V12 Proximity Keyboard Touch Sensor Capacitive
Touch Sensor i2c

ChatGPT said:

Yes, the HiLetgo MPR121-Breakout-V12 is an I>C (Inter-Integrated Circuit) device.
Key facts about it:

e Communication Protocol: I12C

e Default I?°C Address: Ox5A
(You can change it to 9x5B by connecting the ADDR pin to VCC)

e Pins:
o VCC - Power (typically 3.3V or 5V depending on the breakout)
o GND - Ground
o SDA - I?C data line
o SCL - I’C clock line
o IRQ - Interrupt (optional but useful)

o ADD / ADDR - Address select (connect to GND for 6x5A, to VCC for 9x5B)

Let me know if you want help wiring or coding for one or multiple MPR121s.

Chat 13:

testing mpr121

ChatGPT said:

To test the MPR121 capacitive touch sensor (like the HiLetgo MPR121 breakout), you'll want
to check for:

1. I?”C communication

2. Touch detection



Here's a simple Arduino test setup using the Wire and Adafruit_ MPR121 libraries.

Wiring

Assuming you're using an ESP32-S3 (or similar) with 3.3V logic:

MPR121 Pin Connect To

VCC 3.3V

GND GND

SDA GPIO 10 (or any I>C SDA)
SCL GPIO 9 (or any I?C SCL)

Change pin nhumbers to match your board's I?C setup.

Arduino Code

Install the Adafruit MPR121 library in Arduino IDE first.

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>
#include "Adafruit_MPR121.h"

// Create the MPR121 object
Adafruit_MPR121 cap = Adafruit_MPR121();

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
Wire.begin(1@, 9); // (SDA, SCL) - update if using different pins

if (!'cap.begin(@x5A)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 not found. Check wiring or I2C address.");
while (1);

b



Serial.println("MPR121 found!");
}

void loop() {
uint16_t touched = cap.touched();

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
if (touched & (1 << i)) {
Serial.print("Pin ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" is being touched");

}

delay(100);
}

Expected Output
In the Serial Monitor (115200 baud), you'll see:

csharp

Copy code

Pin @ is being touched
Pin 4 is being touched

...and so on, when you touch the pads.

Troubleshooting

e Ifyou get: MPR121 not found...

o Double-check wiring, especially SDA/SCL

o Confirm it's on 3.3V (not 5V on ESP32)



o Try an I°C scanner to confirm the address is Ox5A

e Make sure IRQ is not required for basic polling.

e If using multiple MPR121s, set different addresses using the ADDR pin.

Want to test multiple MPR121s or use interrupts instead of polling? Just ask!

You said:

nothing happens: #include <Wire.h> #include "Adafruit MPR121.h" // Create the MPR121
object Adafruit_MPR121 cap = Adafruit_ MPR121(); void setup() { Serial.begin(115200);
Wire.begin(10, 9); // (SDA, SCL) — update if using different pins if (Icap.begin(0x5A)) {
Serial.printin("MPR121 not found. Check wiring or 12C address."); while (1); }
Serial.printin("MPR121 found!"); } void loop() { uint16_t touched = cap.touched(); for (uint8_ti =
0; i < 12; i++) {if (touched & (1 <<i)) { Serial.print("Pin "); Serial.print(i); Serial.printin(" is being
touched"); } } delay(100); }

ChatGPT said:

If nothing appears in the Serial Monitor, or you only see "MPR121 not found...", here’s how
to systematically debug it:

Step-by-Step Debug Checklist

B 1. Check Serial Monitor

e Is the baud rate set to 1152007 It must match Serial.begin(1152600) ;.

e Do you see anything printed at all? If not, the board might not be running properly.

2. Run I12C Scanner

Run this minimal sketch to make sure your ESP32-S3 sees the MPR121 at all:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>



void setup()
Serial.begin(115200);
Wire.begin(10, 9); // your SDA, SCL pins
delay(1000);
Serial.println("I2C Scanner");

void loop() {
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("I2C device found at 0x");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
nDevices++;

if (nDevices == @) Serial.println("No I2C devices found");
delay(2000) ;
}

Expected Result:
You should see:
nginx

Copy code
I2C device found at Ox5A

If you see nothing or "No 12C devices found", then:

Hardware Checks



Pin Connections:

Double-check:

MPR121 Pin Connect To

VCC 3.3V only (not 5V on ESP32!)
GND GND

SDA GPIO 10 (or your custom SDA pin)
SCL GPIO 9 (or your custom SCL pin)

If you're using different GPIOs, change them in Wire.begin(SDA, SCL);.

Voltage Warning:

e ESP32is 3.3V logic. Ensure you’re not powering MPR121 with 5V unless it has level
shifting (most breakouts don’t).

e Measure the voltage between VCC and GND on the MPR121 to confirm it's powered.

& still Nothing?

Let me know:

1. Which exact ESP32-S3 board you're using.

2. A photo or description of how your MPR121 is wired.

w

If you’ve tried with another MPR121 module (in case one is defective).

4. Results of the I12C scanner sketch.

I can help you figure it out from there.

You said:
the green light on the esp32 keeps blinkinh



ChatGPT said:

A blinking green LED on your ESP32-S3 (especially the built-in one near the USB port)
usually indicates:

[=] The board is stuck in bootloader mode
This means:

e |t's not running your sketch
e |t might be waiting for code to be uploaded

e Orthere's a boot error

Fix It Step-by-Step

["4 1. Check Serial Monitor Output

Open the Serial Monitor immediately after plugging in the ESP32, set to 115200 baud. Do
you see something like:

rust
Copy code
waiting for download

or

makefile
Copy code
rst:0x...

If so, it's not running your code.

[74 2. Manually Reset the Board

Try this:



1. Press and hold BOOT (or 0 button)
2. Tap the RESET (or EN) button once
3. Keep holding BOOT until upload starts (if uploading)

4. Release when upload begins or once the sketch starts

This forces it into programming mode, especially if it's not auto-resetting properly.

3. Re-upload a Basic Sketch

Try this minimal sketch to verify the board is working:

cpp
Copy code

void setup()
Serial.begin(115200);
pinMode (LED_BUILTIN, OUTPUT);

void loop() {
digitalWrite(LED_BUILTIN, HIGH);
delay(500) ;
digitalWrite(LED_BUILTIN, LOW);
delay(500) ;

Upload it, reset the board if needed, and check if the onboard LED now blinks regularly instead
of erratically.

4. Board Settings in Arduino IDE
Make sure your ESP32-S3 board is selected correctly:

e Board: Something like ESP32S3 Dev Module or your specific variant



e USB Mode: CDC on Boot: Enabled (for Serial monitor support)

e Upload Mode: UARTO / Hardware CDC usually works

e Port: Make sure you're selecting the right /dev/cu.usbmodemXXXX or COM port

Once that Works...

Once your ESP32 is properly uploading and not blinking weirdly:

1. Run the I12C scanner again to confirm MPR121 is detected.

2. Then try your full MPR121 sketch.

If you're stuck, send me:

e The exact name of your ESP32-S3 board
e What shows up in the Serial Monitor

e A photo of your wiring if you can

Let’s get it working!

You said:
whenever i touch the sensor the green led on the esp lights up

ChatGPT said:

Thanks — that’s a great clue! Here's what it likely means:

Summary of What's Happening

When you touch the MPR121, the green LED on the ESP32-S3 lights up.

This means:



e The ESP32 is not frozen or crashed — it’s reacting.
e The MPR121 is likely working and generating interrupts.

e You're probably using a breakout board that has the IRQ (interrupt request) pin
connected to the onboard LED — that’s why it lights up.

Explanation

Many MPR121 breakout boards include an IRQ pin (interrupt output).
When you touch a sensor pad, the MPR121 pulls IRQ LOW to signal the ESP32 that
something changed.

Sometimes this IRQ pin:

e Is connected to an onboard LED on the ESP32 (especially GPIO2 or GPIOS).

e Orit's wired to an ESP32 pin that also controls the onboard LED.

So:

['4 You touch the sensor —

['4 MPR121 pulls IRQ LOW —

["4 That pin also lights the ESP32 LED —

["4 Green LED lights up [4]

What To Do Next

If your code uses polling (not interrupts), the IRQ pin lighting up the LED is harmless.
Just make sure:

1. You're still using this code:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>
#include "Adafruit_MPR121.h"



Adafruit_MPR121 cap = Adafruit_MPR121();

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
Wire.begin(10, 9); // Replace with your SDA/SCL pins

if (!cap.begin(@x5A)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 not found. Check wiring or I2C address.");
while (1);

}

Serial.println("MPR121 found!");
}

void loop() {
uint16_t touched = cap.touched();

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++)
if (touched & (1 << 1i)) {
Serial.print("Pin ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" is being touched");

}

delay(100);

2. Your Serial Monitor is open and set to 115200 baud.

3. You're seeing output when you touch the pads.

Not Seeing Any Serial Output?

If you see the green LED blink when touching but no Serial printout, check:



e |s your Serial Monitor connected to the right port?
e |s the board set to CDC on Boot: Enabled in the Tools menu?

e Try adding a debug line to confirm your code runs:

cpp
Copy code

void loop() {
Serial.println("Looping...");
delay(5600) ;

If you see "Looping..." but not the touch messages, then cap.touched() isn't returning
touches — in that case, we’ll double-check wiring or sensor grounding.

Let me know what you're seeing in the Serial Monitor when touching the pads, and I'll help from
there!

You said:
nothing in the serial

ChatGPT said:

Got it — the green LED lights when you touch, but you see nothing in the Serial Monitor.
That narrows it down to these possibilities:

Problem Breakdown

["4 The good:

e ESP32-S3 is running — the LED reacts to touches.

e MPR121 is powered and responsive — it’s triggering IRQ behavior.

The bad:



e No Serial output = your code isn’t printing anything.
e Could be:
o Wrong Serial port or baud rate

o Serial not enabled (e.g., wrong USB mode)

o ESP32 is running but your code never gets past cap.begin()

Let’s Fix This Step-by-Step

[74 1. Try a Super Simple Serial Test

Upload this:

cpp
Copy code

void setup()
Serial.begin(115200);
Serial.println("HELLO FROM ESP32");
}

void loop() {
Serial.println("Looping...");
delay(1000);

}

What to check:

e |s the Serial Monitor set to 115200 baud?
e Do you see any output?

e |[f not: go to step 2.




2. Check These Arduino IDE Settings

Go to Tools > and check:

Option Correct Value
Board Your ESP32-S3 variant (e.g. XIAO ESP32S3, Devkit)
USB CDC on Boot Enabled
Upload Mode UARTO / Hardware CDC (or default for your board)
Port Something like /dev/cu.usbmodemXXXXX (on Mac) or COMX
(Windows)
Baud Rate (Serial 115200

Monitor)

Then reopen the Serial Monitor after upload.

3. Modify MPR121 Code for Debugging

Let’'s see where it's stuck:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>
#include "Adafruit_MPR121.h"

Adafruit_MPR121 cap = Adafruit_MPR121();

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000); // give time for Serial to connect
Serial.println("Starting setup...");

Wire.begin(10, 9); // SDA, SCL
Serial.println("I2C initialized");

if (!cap.begin(@x5A)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 not found. Check wiring or I2C address.");



while (1);
}

Serial.println("MPR121 found!");
}

void loop() {

Serial.println("Checking touch...");
uint16_t touched = cap.touched();

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++)
if (touched & (1 << i)) {
Serial.print("Pin ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" is being touched");

}

delay(200);
}

If “Starting setup...” never prints, something’s wrong with Serial or board settings.

4. Try a Different USB Cable or Port

Some USB-C cables are charge-only — they won’t support Serial.

e Try a different cable and USB port.

Reopen Arduino, replug board, and check if it appears under Tools > Port.

If Still Nothing...

Please tell me:



1. Exact board name (e.g., Seeed XIAO ESP32S3, ESP32-S3 DevKit, etc.)

2. What you see under Tools > Port

3. Whether you saw output from the basic Serial.println("HELLO") sketch

That will help me pinpoint what's going wrong.

You said:
test serial code nothing happens

ChatGPT said:

Thanks — since your ESP32-S3 blinks but shows nothing in Serial, even with a basic Serial
test sketch, the problem is very likely one of the following:

Likely Causes

I\ 1. Wrong USB Mode (CDC Disabled)

Your ESP32-S3 won’t show Serial output unless "USB CDC on Boot" is enabled.

['4 Fix:
In Arduino IDE:

e Go to Tools > USB CDC On Boot
e Make sure it's set to: Enabled

e Then re-upload the sketch and reopen the Serial Monitor

VN 2. Wrong Port Selected

Make sure you're on the correct USB port:

e Before uploading, check under Tools > Port
You should see something like:



o macOS: /dev/cu.usbmodemXXXX

o Windows: COMX (where X is a number)
e If nothing shows up, try:
o Unplug and replug the board
o Try a different USB cable (some are power-only)

o Try a different USB port

F\ 3. Bad USB Cable

This is extremely common.

[ Try this:

e Switch to a known good data USB cable

e Make sure the USB connection is firm on both ends

I\ 4. Serial Monitor Not Open / Wrong Baud Rate

e Open Serial Monitor after uploading the sketch

e Set the baud rate to 115200 (bottom right)

Minimal Working Sketch to Confirm Serial

cpp
Copy code

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000); // Wait for Serial



Serial.println("ESP32-S3 Serial Test");

}

void loop() {
Serial.println("Looping...");
delay(1000);

}

»wi If STILL Not Working

Please answer these:

1.

2.

What is your exact board (name + manufacturer)?
What port shows up under Tools > Port?
What do you see in the Serial Monitor window (if anything)?

What OS are you using (macOS, Windows, Linux)?

With that, | can help you recover your board and get Serial working.

You said:
it worked. now i wanna try using 2 mpr121

ChatGPT said:

Awesome — glad Serial is working again!

Now let’s get you set up with two MPR121s on the same ESP32-S3 using I?C.

Quick Overview

Each MPR121 uses I>C address Ox5A by default.
To connect two, you must change the I?°C address of one using the ADDR pin.

I)C Addresses



ADDR Pin Connection I12C

Address
GND Ox5A
VCC Ox5B
SDA Ox5C
SCL 0x5D

So:

e Leave one MPR121 with ADDR connected to GND — Ox5A

e Connect the second one’s ADDR to VCC — 0x5B

Both sensors share:

e SDA (e.g. GPIO 10)
e SCL (e.g. GPIO9)

e 3.3Vand GND

Pin on MPR121 A (ADDR to GND)
SDA
SCL
VCC

GND

Wiring Diagram (for 2 MPR121s)

Pin on MPR121 B (ADDR to VCC)

SDA

SCL

VCC

GND

ESP32-S3 Pin

GPIO 10

GPIO 9

3.3V

GND

Arduino Code for Two MPR121s



cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>
#include "Adafruit_MPR121.h"

Adafruit_MPR121 cap1
Adafruit_MPR121 cap2

Adafruit_MPR121(); // for Ox5A
Adafruit_MPR121(); // for ©x5B

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000);
Wire.begin(10, 9); // SDA, SCL

Serial.println("Initializing MPR121 sensors...");

if ('cap1.begin(@x5A))
Serial.println("MPR121 #1 not found at ©x5A");
while (1);

}

if (!'cap2.begin(@Bx5B)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 #2 not found at ©x5B");
while (1);

}

Serial.println("Both MPR121s found!");

void loop() {
uint16_t touchi
uint16_t touch2

cap1.touched();
cap2.touched();

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
if (touch1l & (1 << i)) {
Serial.print("[MPR121 A] Touch pad ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" is being touched");

}



for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
if (touch2 & (1 << i)) {
Serial.print("[MPR121 B] Touch pad ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" is being touched");

delay(100);

N .
Confirm It Works
1. Upload the code
2. Open Serial Monitor at 115200 baud

3. Touch pads on both MPR121s — see output like:

csharp
Copy code
[MPR121 A] Touch pad 3 is being touched

[MPR121 B] Touch pad @ is being touched

Want to add a third MPR121 or use interrupts (IRQ pins) instead of polling? | can help with
that too!

You said:
what are addr connected to?

ChatGPT said:
Great question!

The ADDR pin on each MPR121 sets its I?C address. It tells the sensor what address to use
when communicating on the I1°C bus — this is how you can connect multiple MPR121s to the
same microcontroller.



E MPR121 I’C Address Table (based on ADDR wiring)

ADDR Pin Connected To I2C Address

GND Bx5A (default)
4

VCC (3.3V) Bx5B

SDA Bx5C

scL x5D

What YOU should do

To use 2 MPR121s:

e Leave one MPR121’s ADDR pin connected to GND — it uses address Ox5A

e Connect the second MPR121’s ADDR pin to 3.3V (VCC) — it uses address 0x5B

That way, they won'’t conflict on the I>C bus.

B Quick Wiring Guide

MPR121 A MPR121 B Notes
ADDR - GND ADDR - VCC Different I?C addresses: 0x5A and
(3.3V) Ox5B

SDA —. ESP32 GPIO Same
10

SCL - ESP32 GPIO Same
9



VCC - 3.3V Same

GND — GND Same

Let me know if you'd like a wiring diagram or want to try 3 or 4 MPR121s — it’s possible!

You said:
i dont think its gonna work to have addr connected to 3v3 bc then the esp doesnt work

ChatGPT said:

You're absolutely right to be cautious — if connecting ADDR of the second MPR121 to 3.3V
causes your ESP32-S3 to stop working or act weird, here's what might be happening and
how to safely fix it.

Why This Might Be Happening

e The MPR121's ADDR pin is only meant to read a logic level (LOW or HIGH) to set the
[2C address.

e On some MPR121 breakout boards, directly connecting ADDR to 3.3V can cause
backfeeding or current draw issues, especially if the board lacks proper pullups or
internal resistance on that pin.

e Some breakout boards even tie ADDR directly to GND, so forcing it to 3.3V creates a
short circuit 1\

Safe Ways to Set ADDR to HIGH

Here are three safe options:
[74 Option 1: Use a Pull-Up Resistor
Instead of direct 3.3V, connect ADDR through a 10kQ resistor to 3.3V:

less
Copy code



3.3V ---[10kQ]---+--- ADDR

|
MPR121 #2

This sets the ADDR pin HIGH gently, preventing excess current flow.

You can even try higher resistance (e.g. 47k) if it still causes issues.

[7] Option 2: Cut ADDR Trace and Rewire (if breakout allows)
Some breakout boards (like Adafruit’'s) have a trace or jumper for ADDR. You can:

1. Cut the trace to GND

2. Solder a jumper or wire to 3.3V or a resistor to 3.3V

Only do this if you're confident in basic soldering.

[7] Option 3: Use a Different Address (SDA or SCL)
Instead of connecting ADDR to 3.3V (6x5B), you can connect it to:

e SDA — gives address 6x5C

e SCL — gives address 0x5D

These are still valid I12C addresses and often cause fewer voltage problems because SDA/SCL
are already I2C lines.

NOTE: This only works if your SDA/SCL aren’t held low/high in a conflicting way at boot.

Double-Check the Breakout Board

If you're using a HiLetgo or non-Adafruit breakout board:



e Look for silkscreen or solder jumpers labeled ADDR or AQ, etc.

e Some are hardwired to GND and don’t support changing the address without cutting
traces.

If that's the case, you might:

e Need to cut a trace or

e Use a TCA9548A I’C multiplexer (lets you use multiple devices with same address)

TL;DR Fix

Try this:

e Disconnect direct 3.3V from ADDR.
e |Instead, connect ADDR — 3.3V through a 10kQ resistor.
e Or connect ADDR to SDA or SCL instead (if you're polling, not using IRQs).

e Reboot and see if your ESP32-S3 behaves normally.

Let me know which MPR121 breakout you're using (photo or link), and | can tell you exactly
what's safe for your board!

You said:
it made my esp start smoking

ChatGPT said:

Whoa — STOP and unplug everything immediately. [}
A smoking ESP32-S3 means something shorted or overloaded, and continued power could
permanently damage the board or your computer.

[ What Likely Happened



F'\ Most probable cause:

Your MPR121 breakout board has ADDR hardwired to GND, and you tried to force it to 3.3V,
either directly or through too small a resistor.

This causes:

e A short circuit between 3.3V and GND
e High current draw

e Heat, and possibly smoke or fried traces on your ESP32 or sensor

What To Do Next

['4 1. Unplug EVERYTHING

e Unplug USB and power
e Letthe board cool down

e Do not reconnect the same wiring until it’s fixed

["4 2. Inspect your ESP32
e Is there visible burn damage near the 3.3V line or I?C pins (10, 9)?

e Does it still show up in your computer’s port list when plugged in (after cooling)?

e Can you upload a basic sketch like Serial.println("test");?

If the board still responds — great. If not, it may be partially damaged.

Safer Solution for Multiple MPR121s

You cannot use two MPR121s with the same address (0x5A). Since your breakout
hardwires ADDR to GND, the safest options are:



[=] Option A: Use a TCA9548A IC Multiplexer
This chip allows you to connect multiple devices with the same I°C address to one ESP32.

TCA9548A Features:
e Lets you use 2+ MPR121s all at address Ox5A
e Each MPR gets its own I>C “channel”

e Controlled via I?C (usually address 6x70)

Wiring:
e ESP32 « TCA9548A via I’C
e MPR121s connect to TCA9548A channels (e.g., MPR1 to channel 0, MPR2 to channel
1)

Let me know if you want the code and diagram — I've done this with multiple sensors.

I\ Option B: Modify the MPR121 PCB (only if you're experienced)

If you want to manually change the I1?°C address:

e Look for a solder jumper or trace between ADDR and GND
e Cut the trace

e Then connect ADDR to 3.3V through a resistor (10k or more)

I\ Only do this if you're sure it's not directly shorted to GND by other components.

Final Notes



e Don’t wire ADDR to 3.3V unless you're absolutely sure it's safe on that breakout.
e If your ESP32 was damaged, you might need a new one — | can help test it.

e |[f you're unsure, send me a photo of your MPR121 board (front + back), and | can check
if ADDR is hardwired.

Would you like to proceed with the multiplexer option (TCA9548A)? It's the most reliable way
to use multiple MPR121s without risk.

You said:
what other pins can i connect addr to and can you make me a code for 2 mpr121

ChatGPT said:

Perfect — let's go with a safe way to connect two MPR121s without frying anything

What Pins Can You Connect ADDR to?

The MPR121 determines its I1°C address using the voltage level on the ADDR pin at boot. Here's
a list of safe, valid options:

Connect ADDR to I’C Address

GND 0x5A [ (default)

SDA ox5C [4

SCL ox5D [4

VCC (3.3V) 0x5B I\ (Only if your breakout allows it)

[ safest setup for your case:

e MPR121 A: ADDR to GND — 0x5A

e MPR121 B: ADDR to SDA — 0x5C
(No risk of shorting since SDA is already pulled high during I2C idle)




Wiring Diagram for 2 MPR121s

MPR121 A MPR121 B ESP32-S3
ADDR — GND ADDR — SDA  GPIO 10 (SDA)
SDA - shared ------------- GPIO 10 (SDA)
SCL -----mmmmmm- shared ------------- GPIO 9 (SCL)
VCC — 3.3V VCC — 3.3V 3.3V
GND — GND GND — GND GND

Arduino Code for 2 MPR121s (ADDR = 0x5A and 0x5C)

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>
#include "Adafruit_MPR121.h"

// Two sensor objects
Adafruit_MPR121 capl1 = Adafruit_MPR121(); // ©x5A (ADDR - GND)
Adafruit_MPR121 cap2 = Adafruit_MPR121(); // ©x5C (ADDR - SDA)

void setup()
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000) ;
Wire.begin(10, 9); // SDA = GPIO10, SCL = GPIO9

Serial.println("Initializing MPR121 sensors...");

if ('cap1.begin(@Bx5A)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 #1 not found at Ox5A");
while (1);

}

if (!'cap2.begin(6x5C)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 #2 not found at ©x5C");
while (1);



Serial.println("Both MPR121 sensors initialized!");

}

void loop() {
uint16_t touched1
uint16_t touched2

capl1.touched();
cap2.touched();

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
if (touchedl & (1 << i)) {
Serial.print("[MPR121 A - ©x5A] Pin ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" touched");
}

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
if (touched2 & (1 << i)) {
Serial.print("[MPR121 B - ©x5C] Pin ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" touched");
}

delay(100);

Tips for Testing
e Open Serial Monitor at 115200 baud

e Touch pads on both MPR121s

You should see output like:

csharp



Copy code
[MPR121 A - ©x5A] Pin 3 touched

[MPR121 B - ©x5C] Pin 7 touched

If you'd like to add more MPR121s (up to 4), or use a TCA9548A multiplexer, | can guide you
through that too. Let me know how this setup works!

You said:
18:33:46.351 -> MPR121 #1 not found at Ox5A

ChatGPT said:

If you're getting "MPR121 #1 not found at Ox5A", it means the ESP32 can't detect the first
sensor at that address. Here are some troubleshooting steps to fix that:

1. Double-check wiring

e MPR121 A's ADDR pin must be connected to GND.

e Make sure SDA and SCL lines are shared between both sensors and connected
correctly to ESP32 (e.g., SDA on GPIO 10, SCL on GPIO 9).

e Check power (3.3V) and ground connections.

2. Run an I*C Scanner
Upload this simple sketch to your ESP32 to see what I?C devices it detects:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Wire.begin(16, 9); // Your SDA, SCL pins
Serial.begin(115200);
while (!Serial);

Serial.println("I2C Scanner");



void loop() {
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

Serial.println("Scanning...");

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {

Serial.print("Found device at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("e");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
nDevices++;

} else if (error == 4) {
Serial.print("Unknown error at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("0");
Serial.println(address, HEX);

if (nDevices == @) Serial.println("No I2C devices found");
else Serial.println("Scan complete");

delay(5000);

e This will list all devices on the bus and their addresses.

e You should see 0x5A and 0x5C if your wiring and ADDR pins are correct.

3. Check ADDR pin connections again

e |[f the first MPR121’s ADDR is not really tied to GND (or is floating), it won't appear at
Ox5A.



e Make sure no solder bridges or bad connections.

4. Check sensor power and reset
e Verify sensor is powered correctly (3.3V, not 5V unless your board supports it).

e Sometimes powering the sensor off and on resets it.

If after this, the scanner does not show 0x5A, and the wiring is correct, please send me:

e A clear photo of your MPR121 boards (front and back).

e Your wiring setup (ideally a photo or a diagram).

That way, | can help spot possible issues!

You said:
18:34:57.611 -> Initializing MPR121 sensors... 18:34:57.611 -> MPR121 #1 not found at Ox5A

ChatGPT said:

If you're still getting “MPR121 #1 not found at Ox5A” right at setup, here’s a checklist and some
ideas to diagnose and fix it:

1. Double-check the ADDR pin wiring for MPR121 #1

e For the sensor you expect at 9x5A, the ADDR pin must be connected to GND solidly.

e |f ADDR is floating or disconnected, the sensor won’t respond at 8x5A.

e Use a multimeter to verify ADDR pin is connected to GND.

2. Verify your SDA and SCL pins and wiring

e Your code uses Wire.begin(16, 9); — SDA = GPIO10, SCL = GPIO9 on ESP32.



e Confirm your ESP32 SDA is physically connected to both MPR121 SDA pins.
e Confirm your ESP32 SCL is physically connected to both MPR121 SCL pins.

e Make sure you’re not mixing up SDA and SCL wires.

3. Power and ground
e MPR121s must be powered at 3.3V (unless your breakout explicitly supports 5V).
e Check for solid GND connections.

e Make sure your ESP32 and MPR121 share a common ground.

4. Try running the I’C Scanner sketch
Run this code and check the output:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Wire.begin(10, 9);
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000) ;
Serial.println("I2C Scanner");

void loop() {
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 9;

Serial.println("Scanning...");

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {



Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("Found device at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("e");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
nDevices++;

if (nDevices == @) Serial.println("No I2C devices found");
else Serial.println("Scan complete");

delay(36000) ;

e The scan output should show 0x5A and 0x5C if both MPR121s are connected correctly.

e If it shows nothing, the ESP32 is not seeing the devices at all (wiring issue most likely).

5. Check your breakout board

e Some cheap MPR121 boards have solder jumpers or traces to set ADDR.
e Check if ADDR is hardwired to GND (default) or floating.

e |[f possible, provide a picture or model number so | can help check.

6. Check for bus conflicts

e Make sure no other I12C devices share your SDA/SCL lines with conflicting addresses.




If you want, send me:

e Photos of your wiring
e Photos of both MPR121 boards (front and back)

e The exact breakout board model or link you bought

I'll help you troubleshoot from there!

You said:
18:37:26.959 -> No 12C devices found

ChatGPT said:

“No 12C devices found” means your ESP32 isn’t detecting anything on the bus at all. This
almost always means a wiring or hardware issue. Let’s troubleshoot carefully:

Step-by-step checklist:
1. Confirm your wiring
e SDA (GPIO10) on ESP32 — connected to SDA pins on both MPR121s
e SCL (GPIO9) on ESP32 — connected to SCL pins on both MPR121s
e GND (ESP32) — connected to GND pins on both MPR121s
e 3.3V (ESP32) — connected to VCC pins on both MPR121s
e ADDR pins:
o MPR121 #1 ADDR — connected to GND (for address 0x5A)

o MPR121 #2 ADDR — connected to SDA (for address 0x5C)

Make sure wires are solid and no shorts.

2. Check physical connections



e Use a multimeter to verify:
o Continuity between ESP32 SDA pin and MPR121 SDA pins
o Continuity between ESP32 SCL pin and MPR121 SCL pins
o Continuity between ESP32 GND and MPR121 GND

o Check no shorts between SDA and SCL lines

3. Verify power

e Ensure both MPR121 boards are powered at 3.3V (not 5V unless your breakout says it

supports 5V).

e Verify 3.3V from ESP32 to both sensors is steady.

4. Try a single MPR121

e Disconnect one MPR121.
e Connect the remaining MPR121’s ADDR pin to GND.

e Run the 12C scanner again.

If the device is detected, then the problem is likely with wiring or ADDR setup on the second
Sensor.

5. Test your ESP32 pins

e Double check the pins you are using for SDA (10) and SCL (9) are correct.

e Sometimes different ESP32 boards label pins differently.



You can try the default pins: Wire.begin() ; (without parameters) which uses the
default ESP32 12C pins GPIO 21 (SDA) and GPIO 22 (SCL).

Run the scanner with default pins and see if it detects the sensor.

6. Try simple known working wiring

Power sensor with 3.3V and GND from ESP32.

Use default 12C pins on ESP32: SDA=21, SCL=22.

Connect ADDR pin to GND.

Change your code to Wire.begin( ) ; instead of Wire.begin(10,9) ;.

Run scanner.

7. Check your MPR121 boards

Some MPR121 boards come with onboard regulators and level shifters that might not be
compatible or require 5V power.

Provide the exact model or link or photo.

Summary for easiest test code:

cpp

Copy code
#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Wire.begin(); // Use default SDA=21, SCL=22
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000) ;
Serial.println("I2C Scanner");



void loop() {
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 9;

Serial.println("Scanning...");

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("Found device at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("0");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
nDevices++;

if (nDevices == @) Serial.println("No I2C devices found");
else Serial.println("Scan complete");

delay(36000) ;

If you want, upload photos of your setup and your MPR121 boards (front/back) and | can help
pinpoint the issue visually.

You said:

18:39:03.585 -> E (17090) i2c.master: probe device timeout. Please check if xfer_timeout_ms
and pull-ups are correctly set up 18:39:03.585 -> E (17100) i2c.master: 12C transaction timeout
detected 18:39:03.618 -> E (17105) i2c.master: probe device timeout. Please check if
xfer_timeout_ms and pull-ups are correctly set up 18:39:03.618 -> E (17115) i2c.master: 12C
transaction timeout detected 18:39:03.618 -> E (17119) i2c.master: probe device timeout.
Please check if xfer_timeout_ms and pull-ups are correctly set up 18:39:03.618 -> E (17129)
i2c.master: 12C hardware timeout detected 18:39:03.650 -> E (17133) i2c.master: probe device
timeout. Please check if xfer_timeout_ms and pull-ups are correctly set up 18:39:03.650 -> E
(17143) i2c.master: 12C transaction timeout detected 18:39:03.650 -> E (17148) i2c.master:



probe device timeout. Please check if xfer_timeout_ms and pull-ups are correctly set up
18:39:03.650 -> E (17158) i2c.master: 12C transaction timeout detected 18:39:03.650 -> E
(17162) i2c.master: probe device timeout. Please check if xfer_timeout_ms and pull-ups are
correctly set up 18:39:03.683 -> E (17172) i2c.master: 12C hardware timeout detected
18:39:03.683 -> E (17177) i2c.master: probe device timeout. Please check if xfer_timeout_ms
and pull-ups are correctly set up 18:39:03.683 -> E (17187) i2c.master: 12C transaction timeout
detected 18:39:03.683 -> E (17191) i2c.master: probe device timeout. Please check if
xfer_timeout_ms and pull-ups are correctly set up 18:39:03.683 -> No 12C devices found

ChatGPT said:
These errors:

bash

Copy code

E (17090) i2c.master: probe device timeout. Please check if
xfer_timeout_ms and pull-ups are correctly set up

E (17100) i2c.master: I2C transaction timeout detected

strongly indicate hardware-level issues with your 12C bus, specifically:

Most likely causes:
1. Missing or inadequate pull-up resistors on SDA and SCL lines

e |2C lines require pull-up resistors (usually 4.7kQ to 10kQ) on both SDA and SCL lines
to 3.3V.

e Some MPR121 boards have built-in pull-ups; many don’t.

e Without pull-ups, the bus lines never go high, causing timeouts and no device detection.

2. Wrong wiring or shorts

e [f SDA or SCL lines are shorted to GND or each other, bus will not function.

e Make sure wiring is solid, no shorts.

3. Incorrect 12C pins configured



e Make sure Wire.begin(SDA, SCL); uses correct pins.

e Or try default pins Wire.begin( ) ; which are GPIO21 (SDA), GP1022 (SCL) on
ESP32.

What to do next:
Check pull-ups:

e Use a multimeter or visually confirm if your MPR121 breakout boards have resistors on
SDA and SCL going to 3.3V.

e If missing, add external 4.7kQ pull-up resistors from SDA to 3.3V and SCL to 3.3V.

Wiring sanity check:
e SDA lines of ESP32 and both MPR121 SDA pins connected together and to pull-up.
e SCL lines similarly connected and pulled up.
e Grounds connected together.

o Power at 3.3V.

Try default pins & simpler code:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup()
Wire.begin(); // Use default SDA=21, SCL=22
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000);
Serial.println("I2C Scanner");



void loop() {
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

Serial.println("Scanning...");

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("Found device at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("e");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
nDevices++;

if (nDevices == @) Serial.println("No I2C devices found");
else Serial.println("Scan complete”);

delay(3000);

Summary:
Issue Check/Action

Pull-ups missing Add 4.7kQ resistors on SDA and SCL to 3.3V

Wrong wiring Confirm wiring, no shorts, correct pins
Power supply Ensure 3.3V power and common ground
issues

Using correct pins Use default pins (21 SDA, 22 SCL) first




If you want, send photos of your wiring setup and your MPR121 breakout board — | can help
spot missing pull-ups or wiring errors visually!

You said:
MPR121 #1 not found at Ox5A

ChatGPT said:

Thanks — since you're still getting "MPR121 #1 not found at 0x5A™ even after trying all that,
let’'s zero in on the most likely causes, especially after the earlier smoke incident and repeated
I2C timeouts.

1. Immediate suspicions

ﬂ A. MPR121 or ESP32 hardware may be damaged

e You mentioned your ESP started smoking earlier. It's possible the SDA/SCL/GPIOs
were damaged — or even the whole MPR121.

e |[f VCC or ADDR was connected incorrectly (like to 5V or 3.3V directly without

checking), you may have fried internal circuits.

Test: Disconnect MPR121 completely and rerun the I?’C scanner.

e |[f you still see "No 12C devices found", your ESP32’s I?°C hardware may be toast.

e |f scanner now just stays quiet (but no error spam), the board might be okay and the
issue is with the sensor.

V4 2. Try a single MPR121 with known-good setup
Please do this exactly to isolate the issue:

Wiring (just one MPR121):

Pin on Pin on MPR121 Notes
ESP32



GPI1021 SDA Use jumper wire

GPIO22 SCL Use jumper wire

GND GND Common ground

3.3V VCC DO NOT use 5V

GND ADDR Sets address to
Ox5A

Then upload this simplified I?)C scanner:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
Wire.begin(); // SDA = 21, SCL = 22 on ESP32
Serial.println("I2C Scanner ready");

}

void loop() {
Serial.println("Scanning I2C bus...");
byte error, address;
int count = 0;

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {

Wire.beginTransmission(address);

error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("Found I2C device at ©0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("0");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
count++;

if (count == @) Serial.println("No I2C devices found.");
else Serial.println("Scan complete.");



delay(36000) ;
}

B 3. Still not found? Try these:

Option Description

[:|| Try a different ESP32 board If available. Yours may have damaged I1?C
pins.

[:|| Try a different MPR121 The one you have might be dead.
Eﬂ Try a known-working I?C sensor (e.g., To confirm if your ESP32 still has functioning
OLED, MPUG6050, etc.) I2C.
E]I Use default I’C pins (21/22) with Already shown above. Don't use custom pins
minimal code until base test works.

4. If successful, then we can try 2 MPR121s

Once the scanner detects 6x5A, we’ll go step-by-step to connect the second one (at 6x5C),
including correct ADDR wiring and code.

If you're unsure what was connected when it smoked or you want help checking hardware
damage visually, feel free to upload:

e A photo of the MPR121 board (front + back)
e Your ESP32 board (model name or clear pic)

e A photo of your exact wiring

Let’s fix this!

You said:
i just tried single again and it worked

ChatGPT said:



Great! f&d That means:

["4 Your ESP32's I2C bus is working
['4 Your MPR121 is functional
['4 Your wiring and pull-ups (if any) are good — at least for one device

Now let’s safely and correctly connect two MPR121s.

Step-by-step: Two MPR121s on ESP32 (IC)

Step 1: Understand I2C addresses
° Each MPR121 can be assigned one of 4 addresses using the ADDR pin:

ADDR Pin Connection I’C
Address

GND Ox5A

VCC (3.3V) Ox5B

SDA 0x5C

SCL ©@x5D

Important: Do NOT connect ADDR to 3.3V directly on some boards — it can back-power or
conflict with ESP32. Instead:

[:|| Use a 10kQ pull-up resistor between ADDR and 3.3V
or
[74 Use SDA or SCL for safe alternate addresses

Step 2: Wiring for 2 MPR121s
EI] MPR121 #1 (Address = 0x5A)

e VCC — 3.3V



e GND — GND
e SDA — ESP32 GPI1021
e SCL — ESP32 GP1022

e ADDR — GND

MPR121 #2 (Address = 0x5C)

e VCC—- 33V
e GND — GND
e SDA — ESP32 GPIO21 (same as MPR121 #1)
e SCL — ESP32 GPI022 (same as MPR121 #1)

e ADDR — SDA (ESP32 GPI021)

Both sensors share SDA, SCL, VCC, and GND
P\ ADDR must be different per sensor

Step 3: Code for 2 MPR121s

cpp
Copy code
#include <Wire.h>

#include "Adafruit_MPR121.h"

// Create two sensor objects
Adafruit_MPR121 capl1 = Adafruit_MPR121();
Adafruit_MPR121 cap2 = Adafruit_MPR121();

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
Wire.begin(21, 22); // SDA, SCL

Serial.println("Initializing MPR121 sensors...");



if ('cap1.begin(Bx5A)) {

Serial.println("MPR121 #1 not found at Ox5A");
} else {

Serial.println("MPR121 #1 found at ©x5A");
}

if (!'cap2.begin(6x5C)) {

Serial.println("MPR121 #2 not found at ©x5C");
} else {

Serial.println("MPR121 #2 found at ©x5C");

}

void loop() {
uint16_t t1
uintié6_t t2

capl1.touched();
cap2.touched();

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {

if (t1 & (1 << 1)) {
Serial.print("Sensor 1 - Pin ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" touched");

}

if (t2 & (1 << 1)) {
Serial.print("Sensor 2 - Pin ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" touched");

delay(100);
}

Final Tips:

e Run an I2C scanner first — it should now show both 8x5A and 8x5C.



e Always double-check connections before powering up.

e |f unsure about resistors or how to wire ADDR safely, send a photo and I'll help.

Let me know when you're ready to test both!

You said:

22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 1 - Pin 4 touched 22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 2 - Pin 4 touched
22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 1 - Pin 5 touched 22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 2 - Pin 5 touched
22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 1 - Pin 6 touched 22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 2 - Pin 6 touched
22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 1 - Pin 7 touched 22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 2 - Pin 7 touched
22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 1 - Pin 8 touched 22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 2 - Pin 8 touched
22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 1 - Pin 9 touched 22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 2 - Pin 9 touched
22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 1 - Pin 10 touched 22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 2 - Pin 10 touched
22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 1 - Pin 11 touched 22:39:57.994 -> Sensor 2 - Pin 11 touched

ChatGPT said:

That output shows both MPR121 sensors are responding at the same time — even though
you're likely only touching one of them.

This usually happens when both sensors are reading the same I>’C address, meaning:

- Diagnosis: Both sensors are using the same address (0x5A)

Even though you tried wiring ADDR on the second MPR121 to SDA (for address 6x5C), it may
not be working as intended.

Fix: Make sure the second sensor's ADDR pin is
properly connected

MPR121 Address Reference (again):

ADDR Connection I’C Address
GND 0x5A [4 Sensor 1
VCC (3.3V) 0x5B I\ Only safe with pull-up

resistor



SDA 0x5C [:l Sensor 2 (what you're trying)

SCL 0x5D [4] Alternative for Sensor 2

Double-check:

For Sensor 2:

e ADDR pin must be securely connected to SDA (GPI1021).

Or alternatively, connect ADDR to SCL (GP1022) to use address 6x5D, and change this in the
code:

cpp
Copy code

if (!'cap2.begin(6x5D)) {

P4 Also run the I>C scanner again
It should show two distinct addresses, like:

pgsql
Copy code
Found device at Ox5A

Found device at 0x5C

or

pgsal
Copy code
Found device at Ox5A

Found device at 9x5D



If it only shows one address, both sensors are still on the same address — which means the
ADDR connection on sensor 2 isn't working.

Confirming it's fixed

Once the ADDR wiring is good and your code uses the correct address for the second sensor,
you’ll see output like:

nginx

Copy code
Sensor 1 - Pin 3 touched

...and only one sensor responds when touched.

If you want, send me a photo of how your second MPR121's ADDR is connected — I'll help
verify it.

You said:
im not touching anyhting

ChatGPT said:

Ah — if you're not touching anything and it still says:

python-repl
Copy code
Sensor 1 - Pin 4 touched
Sensor 2 - Pin 4 touched
Sensor 1 - Pin 11 touched
Sensor 2 - Pin 11 touched

Then something’s definitely off.

Possible Causes of False Touches



1. ) ADDR misconfiguration
If both sensors are still at address 0x5A, they're mirroring each other’s output. So:
e When one triggers, both report it.

e When one floats or is noisy, both report ghost touches.

["4 Fix: Confirm the second sensor’s ADDR is really at 9x5C or 9x5D.

Run an I’C scanner again and paste the results here.
You should see two different addresses, not just one.

2. P4 Floating or poorly grounded inputs
If your touch pads or wiring are:

e Unconnected / loose
e Have long wires / breadboard noise

e Have no grounding or shielding

...then the MPR121 can detect noise as touches.

["4 Fixes:

e Ensure all unused touch inputs are grounded or have a weak pull-down.
e Try touching one pin at a time with your finger.

e Use shorter wires or move to PCB if possible.

3. QA Shared VCC/GND but bad connection
If the GND or VCC to either sensor is:

e Insecure



e Shared through a poor breadboard

e Not making solid contact

...it can create unpredictable results.

[:] Fix: Double-check your power and ground connections to both MPR121s.

4.[-] You're reading the same sensor twice in code
Just in case, ensure your code has the right address per sensor:

cpp
Copy code

cap1.begin(©x5A); // Sensor 1
cap2.begin(®x5C); // Sensor 2 (or 0x5D)

And that they were actually both found at startup:

nginx

Copy code

MPR121 #1 found at Ox5A
MPR121 #2 found at 0x5C

If not, you're still reading one sensor twice.

Summary Checklist
Checkpoint Statu
s
I?C scanner shows 2 addresses? m

ADDR of sensor 2 wired to SDA or SCL?

begin(Bx5A) and begin(6x5C) in code?

O00

Solid power and GND connections?



Not touching anything, and wires are D
short/clean?

Let me know:

e What your I>)C scanner says
e How ADDR on the second sensor is wired

e Whether both sensors say “found” at startup

And we’ll get this nailed down.

You said:
i2c scanner code

ChatGPT said:

Here’s a simple, reliable I?°C scanner sketch you can upload to your ESP32 (S3 or otherwise)
to check what devices are detected on the I?C bus:

I)C Scanner Code

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {

Wire.begin(21, 22); // Change these if you're using different
SDA/SCL pins

Serial.begin(115200);

delay(1000);

Serial.println("\nI2C Scanner running...");
void loop() {

byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;



Serial.println("Scanning...");

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("I2C device found at 0x");
if (address < 16)
Serial.print("@");
Serial.println(address, HEX);

nDevices++;

} else if (error == 4) {
Serial.print("Unknown error at 0x");
if (address < 16)

Serial.print("0");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
}

if (nDevices == 0)

Serial.println("No I2C devices found\n");
else

Serial.println("Scan complete\n");

delay(3000); // Wait 3 seconds between scans

What to expect

If everything’s working:

pgsal
Copy code
I2C device found at Ox5A

I2C device found at Ox5C



Scan complete
[ J

If only one sensor is working:

nginx
Copy code
I2C device found at Ox5A

If nothing is working:

pgsql
Copy code
No I2C devices found

Let me know what it prints! That'll confirm if both MPR121s are correctly addressed and
communicating.

You said:

nown error at 0x52 22:41:59.907 -> Unknown error at 0x53 22:41:59.907 -> Unknown error at
0x54 22:41:59.907 -> Unknown error at 0x55 22:41:59.907 -> Unknown error at 0x56
22:41:59.907 -> Unknown error at 0x57 22:41:59.907 -> Unknown error at 0x58 22:41:59.907 ->
Unknown error at 0x59 22:41:59.907 -> Unknown error at Ox5A

ChatGPT said:

Thanks — that output is very revealing.

What it means

All these lines:
nginx

Copy code
Unknown error at 0x52

Unknown error at Ox5A



— mean your ESP32 is unable to complete communication with any I°C device. Even though
something's physically connected, it's either:

1. Wired incorrectly

2. Powered improperly

3. ADDR pin is misconnected (possibly shorting something)
4. Both MPR121s are fighting on the same I’C address

5. ESP32 I’C is unstable from damage or improper pull-ups

Step-by-step Fix Checklist

1. P4 Start clean with only one MPR121

e Disconnect one of them entirely

e Only keep MPR121 #1, connected like this:

MPR121 Pin Connect to
ESP32

VCC 3.3V (not 5V!)

GND GND

SDA GPIO 21

SCL GPIO 22

ADDR GND (— 0x5A)

Then:

e Upload the I*C scanner



e You should see: I2C device found at Ox5A

2. [ If that works, re-add MPR121 #2

Wire like this:
MPR121 Pin Connect to ESP32
VCC 3.3V
GND GND
SDA GPIO 21
SCL GPIO 22
ADDR SDA (GPIO 21) « this sets address to

Ox5C

Make sure this ADDR connection is secure. No floating wire, no partial contact. This sets the
I?C address without needing 3.3V directly.

Then run the I?C scanner again — you should now see:

pgsal
Copy code

I2C device found at Ox5A
I2C device found at ©x5C

3. J\\If you ever see smoke again
That means ADDR is shorting something, possibly to:

e 3.3V with no resistor
e VCC while the board is off

e Backfeeding the ESP32 through another source



Do not connect ADDR directly to 3.3V unless you know the breakout board tolerates it — or use
a 10k pull-up resistor.

Bonus: Safe ADDR options

ADDR connection I’C Notes
Address
GND Ox5A Default, safe
SDA 0x5C Safe, recommended
SCL 0x5D Also safe
3.3V 0x5B m Only with 10k pull-up resistor

Let me know:

e What happens after trying just one sensor
e |If the I2C scanner works again

e If you need help identifying which board may have been damaged (if at all)

You said:
i had one working but i think the addrs are mesing stuff up

ChatGPT said:

Yes — based on everything you've seen (smoke, duplicate sensor readings, and |12C timeouts),
the ADDR wiring is the root cause of the problem.

Here’s how to fix the ADDR situation safely and get
both sensors working:

B step-by-step wiring plan:

Sensor 1 (Default address)



Pin Connect to
VCC 3.3V (not 5V)
GND GND
SDA GPIO 21
SCL GPIO 22

ADDR GND — Address = 9x5A

4

Sensor 2 (Change address safely)

Pin Connect to
VCC 3.3V
GND GND

SDA GPIO 21 (same as Sensor 1)
SCL GPIO 22 (same as Sensor 1)

ADDR  SCL (GPIO 22) — Address = 8x5D

4

[:] Why this works: The MPR121 sets its I2C address on startup based on voltage
level at ADDR. Tying ADDR to SCL is perfectly safe and maps to 6x5D.

P4 Then upload this I)C scanner again:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Wire.begin(21, 22); // SDA, SCL
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000);
Serial.println("\nI2C Scanner running...");



void loop() A
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

Serial.println("Scanning...");

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("I2C device found at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("e");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
nDevices++;

if (nDevices == 0)

Serial.println("No I2C devices found\n");
else

Serial.println("Scan complete\n");

delay(3000);

Expected output:

pgsql
Copy code
I2C device found at Ox5A

I2C device found at ©x5D
Scan complete

Then in your code:



cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>
#include "Adafruit_MPR121.h"

Adafruit_MPR121 capT
Adafruit_MPR121 cap2

Adafruit_MPR121();
Adafruit_MPR121();

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
Wire.begin(21, 22); // SDA, SCL

Serial.println("Initializing MPR121 sensors...");

if ('cap1.begin(Bx5A)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 #1 not found at Ox5A");
while (1);

}

if (!cap2.begin(0x5D)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 #2 not found at ©x5D");
while (1);

}

Serial.println("Both MPR121s initialized!");

void loop() {
uint16_t t1
uintl16_t t2

cap1.touched();
cap2.touched();

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
if (t1 & (1 << 1)) {
Serial.print("Sensor 1 - Pin ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" touched");
}

if (12 & (1 << 1)) {



Serial.print("Sensor 2 - Pin ");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println(" touched");

delay(100);

Final Warning:

e Never connect ADDR directly to 3.3V unless you're sure the board supports it — or
use a resistor (e.g. 10k).

e Don’t let ADDR float or short — that’s what likely caused the smoke and weird behavior
earlier.

Let me know how the scan goes with this setup and if you see both addresses (6x5A and
0x5D).

You said:
i took it back to one sensor and the scanner still isnt working

ChatGPT said:

Thanks for the update — since even a single sensor no longer shows up in the I1°C scanner,
here’s how to methodically recover and figure out what’s wrong.

Step-by-step Recovery Checklist

D 1. Power down and disconnect everything

e Unplug the ESP32.

e Remove all sensors and wires from the breadboard or PCB.




2. Visually inspect

e Look for burn marks, broken wires, or bridged pins on:
o The ESP32
o The MPR121 module

e Smell for burnt components (seriously — it works).

e Look especially at:
o The 3.3V pin
o The ADDR pin

o The SDA/SCL pins

3. Reconnect only the essentials (for one sensor)

MPR121 Pin Connect to
ESP32

VCC 3.3V

GND GND

SDA GPIO 21

SCL GPIO 22

ADDR GND

Note: Don’t reuse any damaged wires or components — and don’t connect

anything else.

4. Upload and run the I?C scanner
Use only this code, with Wire.begin(21, 22);:

cpp



Copy code
#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Wire.begin(21, 22); // SDA, SCL
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000) ;
Serial.println("I2C Scanner running...");

}

void loop() A
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

Serial.println("Scanning...");

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("I2C device found at ©x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("e");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
nDevices++;

if (nDevices == 0)

Serial.println("No I2C devices found");
else

Serial.println("Scan complete");

delay(3000);

What should happen:



Case What You See Meaning

D OK I2C device found at MPR121 is working and wired right
Ox5A

Fail No I2C devices found Still wiring issue or damaged parts

Error Unknown error at Ox.. Bad signal, miswiring, or fried chip

L If it still doesn’t work...

Try:
o A different sensor, if you have one

o A different ESP32 board, in case yours was damaged

Changing Wire.begin() pins — try:

cpp
Copy code

Wire.begin(8, 9); // If 21/22 might be damaged

F'\ Final notes

e The fact that the ESP32 was smoking means some part of it may now be damaged
permanently, especially the I?C pins or regulator.

e MPR121 boards can also be fried by incorrect ADDR wiring, especially directly to 3.3V
with no current limiting.

Let me know what happens with:



e Clean rewiring to just one sensor
e The exact I?C scanner output

e |f you have access to a second sensor or board to test with

We can isolate this fast once we see how it behaves now.

You said:
whenver i plug in the addr ¢ the thing doesnt work and the seerial monitor goes crazy

ChatGPT said:
Got it — that behavior confirms it:

m Your ADDR wiring is breaking I?°C communication and likely stressing your
ESP32.

Why this happens
When you connect the ADDR pin of the MPR121:
e Directly to 3.3V (or some pins like GPIO C, depending on what “C” means),

e You're overdriving or floating the logic level unexpectedly.

That can cause:

e |*C bus failure (no devices found or garbled data),
e The ESP32 to lock up, reset repeatedly, or show junk in the Serial Monitor,

e In worst cases: smoke or permanent damage.

The ONLY safe ways to set the ADDR pin

The MPR121 datasheet defines the I?°C address based on what the ADDR pin is tied to at
power-on.



Here's a safe list:

Connect ADDR to: I’C Safe? Notes
Address
GND Ox5A [4 Yes Default, safest
VCC (3.3V) via 10k Ox5B m Needs resistor to limit current
resistor Caution
SDA Ox5C ['4 Yes Safe if SDA is pulled up
SCL Ox5D [:I Yes Very common, safe
Floating / GPIO No Never Causes unpredictable behavior or
damage

Recommended for 2-sensor setup

e Sensor1:
o ADDR - GND — Ox5A
e Sensor 2;

o ADDR - SCL (GPIO 22) — @x5D

Don’t connect ADDR to a regular GPIO like “C” unless you're controlling it deliberately and
carefully with logic levels — which is advanced and not needed here.

Fix steps
1. Unplug everything

2. Rewire one sensor like this:



MPR121 Pin Connect to

ESP32
VCC 3.3V
GND GND
SDA GPIO 21
SCL GPIO 22
ADDR GND

Upload the I2)C scanner with Wire.begin(21, 22);

You should see:

nginx
Copy code
I2C device found at Ox5A

Once that's working:
4. Add the second sensor with ADDR — SCL, and you should then see:

pgsql
Copy code
I2C device found at Ox5A

I2C device found at ©x5D

Let me know if you want a photo or diagram of this wiring — | can generate one.

You said:
0x5C is what ¢ means

ChatGPT said:

Perfect — thanks for clarifying!

If “C” = SDA, and you're connecting ADDR to SDA, then the address
becomes 0x5C, which js valid and supported.



But:

m If your ESP32 starts acting weird or crashing when ADDR is tied to SDA
(0x5C), that means either:

e There's a wiring issue or floating connection,
e There's no pull-up resistor on SDA,

e Or the sensor or board has been damaged from earlier mishaps (like the smoke
incident).

[7] safe way to set ADDR = 0x5C

ADDR Connection I>’C Requirements
Address

SDA 0x5C SDA must have a pull-up (usually 4.7k—10k to 3.3V)

Most breakout boards like the HiLetgo MPR121 already have pull-up resistors, so this should
work — but if your ESP32 crashes when you try this, it's likely:

e The sensor’s ADDR pin is shorting or glitching the bus,

e Or your SDA line is being pulled low or loaded too heavily by something.

How to test if 0x5C is actually working

1. Wire only one MPR121 like this:

MPR121 Pin ESP32 Pin
VCC 3.3V
GND GND

SDA GPIO 21



SCL GPIO 22

ADDR GPIO 21 (SDA)

Use this scanner sketch:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Wire.begin(21, 22); // SDA, SCL
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000) ;
Serial.println("I2C Scanner running...");

void loop() {
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

Serial.println("Scanning...");

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("I2C device found at ©x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("e");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
nDevices++;

if (nDevices == 0)

Serial.println("No I2C devices found");
else

Serial.println("Scan complete");



delay(3000);
}

[74 Expected result:
I2C device found at 0x5C

If you get:

e Serial monitor going crazy,
e No devices found,

e Timeout errors —
Then likely the ADDR — SDA connection is unstable or the sensor/ESP32 is damaged.

VA Alternative: Use ADDR — SCL (0x5D)

If ADDR —. SDA (©@x5C) is flaky for you, | strongly recommend using:

e ADDR - SCL — 0x5D

It's safer and less likely to interfere with I°C communication.

Let me know if you'd like a diagram of this — or want to confirm which sensors still work after
the smoke incident.

You said:
is this code good

ChatGPT said:
Sure! Please share the code you want me to review, and I'll take a look at it for you.

You said:
#include <Wire.h> void setup() { Wire.begin(10, 9); // Change these if you're using different
SDA/SCL pins Serial.begin(115200); delay(1000); Serial.printin("\nl2C Scanner running..."); }



void loop() { byte error, address; int nDevices = 0; Serial.printin("Scanning..."); for (address = 1;
address < 127; address++) { Wire.beginTransmission(address); error = Wire.endTransmission();
if (error == 0) { Serial.print("I2C device found at 0x"); if (address < 16) Serial.print("0");
Serial.printin(address, HEX); nDevices++; } else if (error == 4) { Serial.print("Unknown error at
0x"); if (address < 16) Serial.print("0"); Serial.printin(address, HEX); } } if (nDevices == 0)
Serial.printin("No 12C devices found\n"); else Serial.printin("Scan complete\n"); delay(3000); //
Wait 3 seconds between scans }

ChatGPT said:
Your 12C scanner code looks solid and should work well for detecting devices on the 12C bus.
Just a couple of quick notes:

1. Wire.begin(10, 9);
Make sure those pins (GPIO 10 as SDA and GPIO 9 as SCL) are actually wired for your
ESP32’s 12C bus. The default I2C pins on most ESP32 boards are usually GPIO 21
(SDA) and GPIO 22 (SCL), so double-check your wiring.

2. Error 4 ("Unknown error")
Good job adding this; it can help troubleshoot strange device responses.

3. Delay of 3 seconds between scans
Makes sense for scanning repeatedly without flooding the serial monitor.

Optional improvement

If you want to make it easier to switch pins, you could add named constants:

Ccpp

Copy code

const int SDA_PIN = 10;
const int SCL_PIN = 9;

void setup() {
Wire.begin(SDA_PIN, SCL_PIN);
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000) ;

Serial.println("\nI2C Scanner running...");



If your devices don’t show up, try changing SDA/SCL to the usual ESP32 defaults (21, 22) and
verify wiring.

Other than that — this is a classic, well-written I12C scanner! Ready to rock.

You said:

22:52:14.799 -> Scanning... 22:52:14.852 -> 12C device found at 0x71 22:52:14.852 -> Scan
complete 22:52:14.852 -> 22:52:17.833 -> Scanning... 22:52:17.833 -> 12C device found at
0x70 22:52:17.867 -> Scan complete 22:52:17.867 -> 22:52:20.862 -> Scanning... 22:52:20.862
-> |2C device found at Ox6F 22:52:20.862 -> Scan complete

ChatGPT said:

Nice! You’re seeing multiple 12C devices with addresses:

e Ox6F
e 0x70
o Ox71

That'’s interesting — typically the MPR121 addresses are 0x5A to 0x5D depending on ADDR
pin, so these are different devices or maybe some other 12C gear on your bus.

A few things to check:

1. What hardware is connected?
Are you sure these addresses belong to the MPR121 sensors or other devices like
OLED displays, sensors, or other breakout boards?

2. Multiple addresses in sequence?
0x6F, 0x70, 0x71 are consecutive — often indicative of devices with configurable
addresses or an 12C multiplexer.

3. If you want to isolate the MPR121:
Try disconnecting other 12C devices temporarily and run the scan again. You should see
only the MPR121 addresses (usually 0x5A to 0x5D).




If you want, share what devices are hooked up and | can help you identify those addresses and
figure out your setup.

You said:

whenn i plug addr into scl this happens: 22:53:08.094 -> E (371184) i2c.master: probe device
timeout. Please check if xfer_timeout_ms and pull-ups are correctly set up 22:53:08.126 -> E
(371234) i2c.master: probe device timeout. Please check if xfer_timeout_ms and pull-ups are
correctly set up 22:53:08.193 -> E (371284) i2c.master: probe device timeout. Please check if
xfer_timeout_ms and pull-ups are correctly set up 22:53:08.227 -> E (371334) i2c.master: probe
device timeout. Please check if xfer_timeout_ms and pull-ups are correctly set up \

ChatGPT said:

That error basically means your ESP32 is not getting a response on the I°C bus — it's timing
out while trying to communicate.

Why might ADDR connected to SCL cause this?

e When you tie the MPR121’s ADDR pin directly to SCL line, it changes the sensor’s
address to ©x5D (correct), but it also loads or disturbs the SCL signal, causing
communication failure.

e The SCL line is a clock signal driven by the master (ESP32).
e The ADDR pin is an input on the MPR121 and should be connected directly to SCL

only if the sensor’s datasheet confirms this is safe and there’s no loading or signal
integrity issue.

How to fix / troubleshoot:

1. Use a pull-up resistor on the SCL line if your setup doesn’t have one already (typically
4.7kQ to 10kQ to 3.3V).

2. Try adding a small resistor (e.g., 1kQ) between ADDR and SCL line, instead of a
direct wire. This isolates the SCL clock from loading effects caused by the ADDR input

pin.

3. Double-check wiring for shorts or bad solder joints.



4. Test the sensor individually first, with ADDR connected to GND (address 0x5A) to
make sure it still works.

5. If possible, try the ADDR pin connected to SDA (0x5C) instead, or tie it to GND for a
second sensor with different address.

Summary

e Directly wiring ADDR to SCL can cause clock line interference and IC timeouts.
e Use a resistor in series for isolation.
e Check pull-ups on the bus.

e Confirm wiring carefully.

If you want, | can help you with a wiring diagram or revised code using a resistor on the ADDR
pin line. Would you like that?

You said:
i did sda instead

ChatGPT said:

Great! Connecting ADDR to SDA (making the MPR121 address 0x5C) is often more stable
because it doesn’t interfere with the clock line (SCL).

A few tips now that you’re using ADDR — SDA:

e Make sure your SDA line has proper pull-up resistors (usually 4.7kQ to 10kQ to 3.3V).
Most breakout boards include these, but check if your setup has them.

e Keep your wiring tidy and avoid long wires on SDA and SCL to reduce noise.

e Run your I12C scanner again to confirm the device shows up at 0x5C.



Update your MPR121 code to initialize the sensor at 9x5C instead of 6x5A:

cpp
Copy code

if (!'cap.begin(@x5C)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 not found at ©x5C");
while (1);

}

If you want, | can help you test or write code for two MPR121 sensors — one at 0x5A (ADDR
to GND) and one at 0x5C (ADDR to SDA). Just say!

You said:
make scanner

ChatGPT said:

Here’s an 12C scanner code modified to check the two common MPR121 addresses (0x5A and
0x5C) specifically, plus all other addresses for completeness:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
Wire.begin(); // Use default SDA/SCL pins, change if needed
delay(1000) ;
Serial.println("\nI2C Scanner running...");

void loop() {
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

Serial.println("Scanning...");

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {



Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("I2C device found at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("e");

Serial.print(address, HEX);

if (address == Ox5A) Serial.print(" <-- MPR121 (ADDR=GND)");
else if (address == 0x5C) Serial.print(" <-- MPR121
(ADDR=SDA)") ;

Serial.println();

nDevices++;

} else if (error == 4) {
Serial.print("Unknown error at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("e");
Serial.println(address, HEX);

}

if (nDevices == @) Serial.println("No I2C devices found\n");
else Serial.println("Scan complete\n");

delay(3000); // Wait 3 seconds before next scan

How to use:

e Upload this to your ESP32.
e Open Serial Monitor at 115200 baud.

e Watch for addresses, especially 0x5A and 0x5C — your two MPR121 sensors if wired
that way.

If you want me to help you write code that reads both sensors after scanning, just ask!



You said:
im gonna cry its not working

ChatGPT said:

Ahh, | totally get how frustrating that can be! Let’s take a deep breath and troubleshoot this
step-by-step together — we’ll get it working.

Here’s a quick checklist to go through:

1.

Wiring Check

SDA on ESP32 — SDA on both MPR121s

SCL on ESP32 — SCL on both MPR121s

ADDR pin of first MPR121 — GND (address 0x5A)

ADDR pin of second MPR121 — SDA (address 0x5C)

Both MPR121s powered at 3.3V (do not connect ADDR to 3.3V if ESP32 is 3.3V only)

Pull-up resistors (4.7kQ to 10kQ) on SDA and SCL lines (many breakout boards have
them onboard)

Power Supply
Make sure the ESP32 and sensors share a common ground and are powered correctly.

Run the scanner code exactly as | gave you.
Use default Wire.begin() pins (ESP32 defaults SDA=21, SCL=22) or your specific
ones, but confirm wiring matches.

Check Serial Monitor Settings
115200 baud rate, no extra line endings.

Test One Sensor First
Connect only one MPR121 with ADDR grounded (0x5A). Run the scanner. You should
see one device at 0x5A.

Add the Second Sensor
Connect second MPR121 with ADDR to SDA (0x5C). Run scanner again — you should
see both 0x5A and 0x5C.




If you want, | can help you make a wiring diagram or a simple testing code for each step.
Also: if you can, send me:

e What ESP32 board model exactly you are using
e How you have wired SDA, SCL, power, GND, ADDR pins for each sensor

e Any pictures if possible (just describing is fine too)

We'll fix this! You're very close.

Chat 14:

make me a code for a web server for an esp32s3 for my final project. | want there to be three
buttons with one number on each button. | want the web server to be aestheticlly pleasing and
good for a final product look

ChatGPT said:

Here's a complete example of a web server code for an ESP32-S3, written in Arduino/C++,

that serves a sleek, modern interface with three buttons, each labeled with a number (e.g., 1,
2, 3). When clicked, they send a request back to the ESP32-S3, which can be used to trigger

some hardware behavior (like lighting up LEDs, etc.).

You can customize the button actions in the handleButtonPress function.

[ FEATURES:

e Responsive modern design (Tailwind-like styling, embedded in HTML).
e Three number buttons.
e Logs button presses on serial monitor.

e Easily extendable to do more (LEDs, servos, etc.).

Arduino Code (ESP32-S3 Web Server with Number Buttons)

cpp
Copy code



#include <WiFi.h>
#include <WebServer.h>

// Replace with your network credentials
const char* ssid = "YOUR_SSID";
const char* password = "YOUR_PASSWORD";

// Create web server on port 80
WebServer server(890);

// HTML for the web page
const char* htmlPage = R"rawliteral(
<IDOCTYPE html>
<html lang="en">
<head>
<meta charset="UTF-8">
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,
initial-scale=1.0">
<title>ESP32S3 Number Buttons</title>
<style>
body {
background: linear-gradient(to right, #ece9e6, #ffffff);
font-family: 'Segoe UI', Tahoma, Geneva, Verdana, sans-serif;
text-align: center;
padding-top: 86px;

}

h1 {
font-size: 2.5em;
color: #333;

}

.button-container {
display: flex;
justify-content: center;
margin-top: 40px;
gap: 20px;

}

.btn {
background-color: #4f46e5;



color: white;
border: none;
padding: 20px 40px;
font-size: 1.5em;
border-radius: 12px;
cursor: pointer;
transition: all 0.3s ease;
}
.btn:hover {
background-color: #3730a3;
transform: translateY(-2px);
box-shadow: @ 10px 20px rgba(@, @, 0, 0.15);
}
</style>
</head>
<body>
<h1>Select a Number</h1>
<div class="button-container">
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(1)">1</button>
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(2)">2</button>
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(3)">3</button>
</div>

<script>
function sendNumber(num) {
fetch( " /press?num=${num} ")

.then(response => console.log("Sent number:", num));
}
</script>
</body>
</html>

Yrawliteral";

// Handle root page
void handleRoot() {
server.send(200, "text/html", htmlPage);



// Handle button press
void handleButtonPress() {
if (server.hasArg("num")) {
String number = server.arg("num");
Serial.println("Button pressed: " + number);

>
®

// Insert custom logic
// Example: if (number

re
= "1") { digitalWrite(LED1, HIGH); }

server.send(200, "text/plain", "OK");
} else {
server.send(400, "text/plain", "Bad Request");

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);

// Connect to Wi-Fi
WiFi.begin(ssid, password);
Serial.print("Connecting to WiFi");
while (WiFi.status() !'= WL_CONNECTED) {
delay(500) ;
Serial.print(".");
}

Serial.println("\nConnected!");
Serial.println("IP Address: " + WiFi.localIP().toString());

// Define routes

server.on("/", handleRoot);
server.on("/press", handleButtonPress);
server.begin();

Serial.println("HTTP server started");

void loop() {
server.handleClient();



To Test It:
1. Replace YOUR_SSID and YOUR_PASSWORD with your Wi-Fi credentials.
2. Upload the sketch to your ESP32-S3.
3. Open Serial Monitor to get the ESP32 IP Address.
4. Visit that IP in a browser (e.g., http://192.168.1.123).

5. Click the buttons to trigger events and see output in the serial console.

Would you like me to add touch sensor integration, LED responses, or sound effects when
a number is selected?

You said:
change the background color and give it a logo in the corner that says interactive letter drawing

ChatGPT said:
Here’s the updated version of your ESP32-S3 web server code with:

[:] A custom background color (you can change the hex code if you want something else).
["4 A corner logoltitle that says "Interactive Letter Drawing" in a stylish banner at the
top-left.

[.]] Changes:

e Background changed to a soft blue gradient.
e Logo added in the top-left corner.

e Minor styling improvements for a final product feel.




[™] Updated HTML Web Server Code for ESP32-S3

cpp
Copy code

#include <WiFi.h>
#include <WebServer.h>

const char* ssid = "YOUR_SSID";
const char* password = "YOUR_PASSWORD";

WebServer server(89);

const char* htmlPage = R"rawliteral(
<!DOCTYPE html>
<html lang="en">
<head>
<meta charset="UTF-8">
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,
initial-scale=1.0">
<title>ESP32S3 Number Buttons</title>
<style>
body {
margin: 0;
background: linear-gradient(to bottom right, #dbeafe, #f0foff);
font-family: 'Segoe UI', Tahoma, Geneva, Verdana, sans-serif;

}

.header {
position: fixed;
top: 0;
left: O;
width: 100%:;
background-color: #1e3a8a;
color: white;
padding: 10px 20px;
font-size: 1.2em;
font-weight: bold;
box-shadow: @ 2px 5px rgba(0,0,0,0.1);



.container {
text-align: center;
margin-top: 100px;

}

h1 {
font-size: 2.5em;
color: #1e40af;
margin-bottom: 30px;

}

.button-container {
display: flex;
justify-content: center;
gap: 30px;
flex-wrap: wrap;

}

.btn {
background-color: #2563eb;
color: white;
border: none;
padding: 20px 40px;
font-size: 1.5em;
border-radius: 12px;
cursor: pointer;
transition: all 0.3s ease;

.btn:hover {
background-color: #1d4ed8;
transform: translateY(-2px);
box-shadow: @ 10px 20px rgba(®, 6, 6, 0.15);

@media (max-width: 600px) {
.btn {



width: 86%;

}
</style>
</head>
<body>
<div class="header">Interactive Letter Drawing</div>
<div class="container">
<h1>Select a Number</h1>
<div class="button-container">
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(1)">1</button>
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(2)">2</button>
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(3)">3</button>
</div>
</div>

<script>
function sendNumber (num) {
fetch( /press?num=${num} ")

.then(response => console.log("Sent number:", num));
}
</script>
</body>
</html>

yrawliteral”;

void handleRoot() {
server.send(200, "text/html", htmlPage);

void handleButtonPress() {

if (server.hasArg("num")) {
String number = server.arg("num");
Serial.println("Button pressed: " + number);
// Add custom logic here
server.send (200, "text/plain", "OK");

} else {
server.send(400, "text/plain", "Bad Request");



void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
WiFi.begin(ssid, password);
Serial.print("Connecting to WiFi");
while (WiFi.status() != WL_CONNECTED) {
delay(500) ;
Serial.print(".");
}
Serial.println("\nConnected! IP Address: " +
WiFi.localIP().toString());
server.on("/", handleRoot);
server.on("/press”, handleButtonPress);
server.begin();

void loop() {
server.handleClient();

Notes

e The top-left header now acts as a logo bar that says “Interactive Letter Drawing.”

e You can easily replace it with an actual logo image (PNG/SVG) if you want. Let me know
and | can help add it.

e Background is a calming gradient—change the #dbeafe and #T0f9ff values for
different aesthetics.

Would you like me to:

e Add sound or LED feedback when a button is pressed?

e Make the Ul mobile optimized or support dark mode?



e Embed a custom font for a more playful or professional look?

Let me know how else | can polish it up for your final product!

You said:

looks great! now make it so it displays the instructions at the top. and instead of select a number
it should say "select the number you would like to draw". the instructions should say "The goal
of the game is to draw the correct shape. if you draw it correctly, this web server will display
‘correct!' if you do not draw it correctly, you will receive another chance. every time you get it
correct, your score will increase."

ChatGPT said:
Perfect — here’s the updated version with:

[4 A clearly visible instructions section at the top.
D Updated subtitle text: “Select the number you would like to draw”.
D Clean layout with good visual hierarchy for a polished final product look.

["4 Changes Made

e Added instructions just below the logo bar.
e Styled the instructions with soft background and rounded box.

e Updated the title text to match your wording.

[&5] Final Web Server Code for ESP32-S3

cpp
Copy code

#include <WiFi.h>
#include <WebServer.h>

const char* ssid = "YOUR_SSID";
const char* password = "YOUR_PASSWORD";

WebServer server(80);



const char* htmlPage = R"rawliteral(
<!DOCTYPE html>
<html lang="en">
<head>
<meta charset="UTF-8">
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,
initial-scale=1.0">
<title>Interactive Letter Drawing</title>
<style>
body {
margin: 9;
background: linear-gradient(to bottom right, #dbeafe, #f0f9ff);
font-family: 'Segoe UI', Tahoma, Geneva, Verdana, sans-serif;

}

.header {
position: fixed;
top: 9;
left: 0;
width: 100%:;
background-color: #le3a8a;
color: white;
padding: 10px 20px;
font-size: 1.2em;
font-weight: bold;
box-shadow: @ 2px 5px rgba(0,0,0,0.1);
z-index: 1000;

}

.content {
margin-top: 70px;
padding: 20px;
text-align: center;

}

.instructions {
background-color: #e0@f2fe;
color: #0c4abe;



border-radius: 10px;

padding: 20px;

margin-bottom: 40px;

font-size: 1.1em;

max-width: 700px;

margin-left: auto;

margin-right: auto;

box-shadow: @ 4px 10px rgba(0,0,0,0.05);

h1 {
font-size: 2em;
color: #1e40af;
margin-bottom: 30px;

}

.button-container {
display: flex;
justify-content: center;
gap: 30px;
flex-wrap: wrap;

}

.btn {
background-color: #2563eb;
color: white;
border: none;
padding: 20px 40px;
font-size: 1.5em;
border-radius: 12px;
cursor: pointer;
transition: all 0.3s ease;

.btn:hover {
background-color: #1d4ed8;
transform: translateY(-2px);
box-shadow: @ 10px 20px rgba(@, @, 0, 0.15);



@media (max-width: 600px) {
.btn {
width: 86%;

.instructions {
font-size: 1em;

}
</style>
</head>
<body>
<div class="header">Interactive Letter Drawing</div>
<div class="content">
<div class="instructions">
<p>The goal of the game is to draw the correct shape. If you
draw it correctly, this web server will display "correct!"</p>
<p>If you do not draw it correctly, you will receive another
chance. Every time you get it correct, your score will increase.</p>
</div>

<h1>Select the number you would like to draw</h1>
<div class="button-container">
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(1)">1</button>
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(2)">2</button>
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(3)">3</button>
</div>
</div>

<script>
function sendNumber(num) {
fetch( /press?num=${num} ")
.then(response => console.log("Sent number:", num));
}
</script>
</body>



</html>
Yrawliteral”;

void handleRoot() {
server.send (200, "text/html", htmlPage);
}

void handleButtonPress() {
if (server.hasArg("num")) {
String number = server.arg("num");
Serial.println("Button pressed: " + number);
// Add logic for displaying feedback or triggering drawing
sequence
server.send(200, "text/plain", "OK");
} else {
server.send(400, "text/plain", "Bad Request");
}

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
WiFi.begin(ssid, password);
Serial.print("Connecting to WiFi");
while (WiFi.status() !'= WL_CONNECTED) {
delay(5600);
Serial.print(".");
}
Serial.println("\nConnected! IP Address: " +
WiFi.localIP().toString());
server.on("/", handleRoot);
server.on("/press"”, handleButtonPress);
server.begin();

}

void loop() {
server.handleClient();

}




Would you like me to:

e Add a score tracker on the webpage?

e Show real-time “Correct!” or “Try again” messages when the user completes a
shape?

e Add sound effects or animations?

Just say the word — happy to help polish this for your presentation!

You said:

yes score tracker and real-time correct
2/2

ChatGPT said:
Awesome — here's your fully upgraded web server with:

["4 Score tracker at the top-right corner
["4 Real-time display of "Correct!" or "Try again!" below the buttons
[4 Clean, final-product look with smooth behavior

["4 Summary of Features

e Clicking a number sends it to the server.

e You simulate “correct” or “incorrect” based on the button number (you can replace this
with actual logic).

e A score counter updates when the resultis "Correct!"”.

e Result messages appear live with visual feedback.

[55] Updated Web Server Code for ESP32-S3

cpp
Copy code

#include <WiFi.h>

#include <WebServer.h>



const char* ssid = "YOUR_SSID";
const char* password = "YOUR_PASSWORD";

WebServer server(89);
int score = 0;

const char* htmlTemplate = R"rawliteral(
<!DOCTYPE html>
<html lang="en">
<head>
<meta charset="UTF-8">
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,
initial-scale=1.0">
<title>Interactive Letter Drawing</title>
<style>
body {
margin: 0;
background: linear-gradient(to bottom right, #dbeafe, #f0f9ff);
font-family: 'Segoe UI', Tahoma, Geneva, Verdana, sans-serif;

}

.header {
position: fixed;
top: 0;
left: O;
width: 100%;
background-color: #l1e3a8a;
color: white;
padding: 10px 20px;
font-size: 1.2em;
font-weight: bold;
box-shadow: @ 2px 5px rgba(0,0,0,0.1);
z-index: 1000;
display: flex;
justify-content: space-between;
align-items: center;



.score {
font-size: 1em;
background-color: #3b82f6;
padding: 6px 14px;
border-radius: 20px;

.content {
margin-top: 70pXx;
padding: 20px;
text-align: center;

}

.instructions {
background-color: #e0f2fe;
color: #0c4abe;
border-radius: 10px;
padding: 20px;
margin-bottom: 40px;
font-size: 1.1em;
max-width: 7600px;
margin-left: auto;
margin-right: auto;
box-shadow: @ 4px 10px rgba(0,0,0,0.05);

h1 {
font-size: 2em;
color: #1e40af;
margin-bottom: 30px;

}

.button-container {
display: flex;
justify-content: center;
gap: 30px;
flex-wrap: wrap;



margin-bottom: 20px;

}

.btn {
background-color: #2563eb;
color: white;
border: none;
padding: 20px 40px;
font-size: 1.5em;
border-radius: 12px;
cursor: pointer;
transition: all 0.3s ease;

.btn:hover {
background-color: #1d4ed8;
transform: translateY(-2px);
box-shadow: @ 10px 20px rgba(@, @, 0, 0.15);

.feedback {
font-size: 1.4em;
font-weight: bold;
color: #111827;
padding: 10px;

.correct {
color: #16a34a;

.incorrect {
color: #dc2626;

@media (max-width: 600px) {
.btn {
width: 80%;



.instructions {
font-size: 1em;

}
</style>
</head>
<body>
<div class="header">
Interactive Letter Drawing
<div class="score">Score: <span id="score">0</span></div>
</div>
<div class="content">
<div class="instructions">
<p>The goal of the game is to draw the correct shape. If you
draw it correctly, this web server will display "correct!"</p>
<p>If you do not draw it correctly, you will receive another
chance. Every time you get it correct, your score will increase.</p>
</div>

<h1>Select the number you would like to draw</h1>

<div class="button-container">
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(1)">1</button>
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(2)">2</button>
<button class="btn" onclick="sendNumber(3)">3</button>

</div>

<div class="feedback" id="feedback"></div>
</div>

<script>
function sendNumber(num) {
fetch( /press?num=${num} ")
.then(response => response.json())
.then(data => {
const feedback = document.getElementById("feedback");
const scoreSpan = document.getElementById("score");



if (data.result === "correct") {
feedback.textContent = "Correct!";
feedback.className = "feedback correct”;
scoreSpan.textContent = data.score;

}
1)
}
</script>
</body>
</html>

yrawliteral”;

else {

feedback.textContent = "Try again!";
feedback.className = "feedback incorrect”;

’

void handleRoot() {

server.send (200,

void handleButtonPress() {
if (!'server.hasArg("num")) {
server.send(400, "application/json",

number\"}");
return;

String number = server.arg("num");

Serial.println("Button pressed:

"text/html", htmlTemplate);

"{\"error\":\"Missing

+ number) ;

// TEMP LOGIC: Let's say number "2" is always correct
bool isCorrect = (number == "2");

if (isCorrect) {

score++;

server.send (200, "application/json",

\"score\":
} else {

+ String(score) + "}");

"{\"result\":\"correct\",



server.send (200, "application/json", "{\"result\":\"incorrect\",
\"score\":" + String(score) + "}");

}

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
WiFi.begin(ssid, password);
Serial.print("Connecting to WiFi");
while (WiFi.status() !'= WL_CONNECTED) {
delay(500) ;
Serial.print(".");
}
Serial.println("\nConnected! IP Address:
WiFi.localIP().toString());

+

server.on("/", handleRoot);
server.on("/press"”, handleButtonPress);
server.begin();

void loop() A
server.handleClient();

}

Next Steps

You can replace the temporary logic in handleButtonPress( ) with your real drawing
validation logic (e.g., from sensors or matrix input).

Let me know if you'd like:

e Live drawing status visualization
e Sound/animation

e Reset score button



e More buttons or levels

I'm here to help you make this final project stand out!

You said:
how do i make it an actual website

ChatGPT said:

Great question! You have two main options to turn your ESP32-S3 project into an actual
website:

Option 1: Host the Website Directly from the ESP32-S3

This is what you're already doing with the code | gave you — the ESP32-S3 becomes a mini
web server that serves the site when people connect to it (either via Wi-Fi or local network).

[74 Pros:

e No internet needed — works offline on your ESP32-S3.

e Super portable.

[ Limitations:
e Only accessible when connected to the ESP32's Wi-Fi or local network.

e Not available to the general internet.

[55] Option 2: Host the Website Online (Recommended for
"Real Website" Feel)

Here’s how to turn your site into a publicly accessible website:

Step-by-Step:

1. Extract Just the HTML + JavaScript



You already have the HTML inside the htmlTemplate variable. Copy the contents between
R"rawliteral(...)".

2. Create a Real Website

e Go to https://pages.github.com (free).

e Or use Netlify or Vercel — great for frontend hosting.

3. Upload the HTML

e Save your HTML code into a file named index.html.
e Push it to GitHub, then enable GitHub Pages.

e Ordrop it into Netlify/Vercel for instant deployment.

4. Use the Web Interface to Send Requests to Your ESP32

You'll need to update the fetch call in the JavaScript to use the IP address of your ESP32, like:
js

Copy code

fetch( http://192.168.4.1/press?num=8{num} ")

Or whatever IP your ESP32 gets on your network.

5. CORS Warning

If your website is online and your ESP32 is on local network, you’ll hit a CORS error unless:
e You add proper CORS headers in your ESP32 code:

cpp
Copy code

server.sendHeader ("Access-Control-Allow-Origin", "*");

l

e Or proxy the requests from your online server.




Option 3: Hybrid

You could still serve the Ul from the ESP32 when connected locally, but host the pretty Ul on
GitHub Pages that interacts with your ESP32 from a browser. This gives you a polished "demo
website" and a working embedded device.

Would you like me to:

e Prepare an index.html file for you?
e Show you how to use GitHub Pages or Netlify with it?

e Add CORS headers to your ESP32 server?

Let me know what direction you'd like to take!

Chat 15:

make a code to test one led in a 6x6 matrix

ChatGPT said:

Here’s a simple code to test one LED in a 6x6 LED matrix using an ESP32-S3, assuming:

e Rows (anodes) are connected to GPIO pins: rows[6] = {38, 37, 36, 35, 9,
45}

e Columns (cathodes) are connected to GPIO pins: cols[6] = {43, 44, 42, 41,
40, 29}

This code will turn on the LED at row 0 and column 0 (top-left of the matrix):

cpp
Copy code

// Define GPIO pins for rows (anodes) and columns (cathodes)
const int rows[6] = {38, 37, 36, 35, 0, 45};
const int cols[6] = {43, 44, 42, 41, 40, 29};

void setup() {
// Set all row and column pins to OUTPUT



for (int 1 =0; i < 6; i++) {
pinMode(rows[i], OUTPUT);
pinMode(cols[i], OUTPUT);
digitalWrite(rows[i], LOW); // Default: rows off
digitalWrite(cols[i], HIGH); // Default: columns off

// Turn on LED at row 9, column ©
digitalWrite(rows[@], HIGH); // Anode HIGH
digitalWrite(cols[@], LOW); // Cathode LOW

void loop() A
// Nothing here; LED stays on

Notes:

e This assumes a standard matrix wiring where rows are anodes (positive) and columns
are cathodes (negative).

e If your matrix uses transistors or different driving logic, let me know and | can adjust it.

Want me to make this blink or test other positions too?

You said:
make me a code for an mpr121 with addr at 3v3

ChatGPT said:
If you connect the ADDR pin of the MPR121 to 3.3V, its 12C address becomes 0x5C.

Here's a basic code using the Adafruit_MPR121 library to read touches from that sensor on an
ESP32/ESP32-S3:

MPR121 at 0x5C (ADDR — 3.3V) — Touch Test Code

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>



#include "Adafruit_MPR121.h"

// Create sensor instance

Adafruit_MPR121 cap = Adafruit_MPR121(); // ©x5C when ADDR is tied to

3.3V

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
while (!Serial) delay(10);

// Initialize I2C on custom pins if needed (for ESP32)
Wire.begin(10, 9); // SDA, SCL - change these if using different
pins

if (!'cap.begin(@x5C)) {
Serial.println("MPR121 not found at ©x5C. Check wiring!");
while (1);
}
Serial.println("MPR121 found at ©x5C");
}

void loop() {
uint16_t touched = cap.touched();

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
if (touched & (1 << 1)) {
Serial.print("Touched: "); Serial.println(i);
}

delay(100);
}

Notes:

e This code will print the index of any touched electrode (0-11).



e Wire.begin(10, 9) sets SDA = GPIO 10, SCL = GPIO 9 — update if yours are
different.

e Youcanuse cap.setThresholds(touch, release) to make it more sensitive if
needed.

Would you like to test two MPR121s at once or display touches on an LED matrix too?

You said:
10:37:34.996 -> MPR121 not found at 0x5C. Check wiring!

ChatGPT said:

Let’s troubleshoot why your MPR121 (ADDR — 3.3V — 0x5C) is not detected.

[7] Quick Checklist

B 1. Wiring (Critical)

MPR121 Pin ESP32-S3 Pin Notes

vCcC 3.3V Don't use 5V

GND GND Must be shared

SDA GPIO 10 (or your SDA) Match Wire.begin()

SCL GPIO 9 (or your SCL) Match Wire.begin()

ADDR 3.3V This sets address to
Ox5C

IRQ Leave unconnected (for now) Optional

2. Correct 12C Pins
Ensure Wire.begin(SDA, SCL) matches your physical connection. Example:
cpp

Copy code
Wire.begin(1@, 9); // SDA=1@, SCL=9



If unsure, try standard ESP32 default 12C pins:

cpp
Copy code

Wire.begin(); // SDA = 21, SCL = 22 (usually)

3.12C Scanner Test
Run this sketch to confirm your ESP32 can see any 12C device:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup()
Wire.begin(10, 9); // Or try Wire.begin(); if unsure
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000);
Serial.println("Scanning I2C bus...");

byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("I2C device found at 0x");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
nDevices++;

if (nDevices == 0)

Serial.println("No I2C devices found.");
else

Serial.println("Done.");



void loop() {}

If nothing shows up, it's hardware (wiring/soldering/power) or pin mismatch.

If 0x5C does show up in scanner:

Then your wiring is correct — go back to your MPR121 sketch and try this:

cpp

Copy code

Wire.begin(1@, 9); // Or correct pins
cap.begin(0x5C); // Make sure this matches!

Would you like to send me a photo or list of your exact connections to double check?

You said:
all the pins on the sensor are getting power

ChatGPT said:

Thanks for confirming — if all pins on the MPR121 are getting power, but you still get:
pgsql

Copy code
MPR121 not found at 0x5C. Check wiring!

then the issue is almost certainly not power, but one of the following:

Likely Issues and Fixes
1. m Incorrect 12C Pin Mapping

You must match the actual SDA and SCL pins in hardware with the ones in
Wire.begin(SDA, SCL).

Try standard 12C pins:



cpp

Copy code

Wire.begin(); // Use ESP32 defaults (often SDA=21, SCL=22)
e Or specify explicitly what you're actually using.

e Do you know which GPIO pins you're using for SDA and SCL?

2, No Pull-up Resistors on 12C Lines
The MPR121 requires 4.7kQ-10kQ pull-up resistors on SDA and SCL.

e Some breakout boards (like Adafruit’s) have these built-in.

e Others (e.g. HiLetgo, generic MPR121s) do not.

[:] Fix: Add 4.7kQ resistors from SDA to 3.3V and SCL to 3.3V (unless your board already has
them — check visually for small resistors labeled "472" near the SDA/SCL lines).

3. [] Faulty Address Connection

You said you connected ADDR — 3.3V for address 0x5C. Try switching it temporarily:

ADDR Pin Connection 12C Address

GND Ox5A
SDA Ox5B
3.3V 0x5C
SCL ©x5D
Floating Ox5A

[74 Test Tip: Just try cap.begin(0x5A) and cap.begin(0x5B) as a sanity check.

4. P4 Run an 12C Scanner



Have you tried the 12C scanner sketch | shared earlier?
ﬂ It will print out the actual 12C address if the sensor is connected correctly.
If it doesn’t find anything, it's definitely:

e Wrong SDA/SCL pins
e No pull-ups
e Bad connection/soldering

e Dead sensor

Would you like to:
e Try scanning again together?
e Share a close-up picture of your setup?

e Tell me exactly what ESP32 board and what MPR121 board (brand/version) you're
using?

| can guide you line-by-line.

You said:
make me a new code using default pins

ChatGPT said:

Sure! Here's a simple and clean MPR121 test code using the default 12C pins on most
ESP32 boards:

[:I MPR121 Code Using Default 12C Pins (Usually SDA=21, SCL=22)
cpp

Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

#include "Adafruit_MPR121.h"



// MPR121 object
Adafruit_MPR121 cap = Adafruit_MPR121(); // Default I2C address is

Ox5A

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
while (!Serial) delay(10);

Wire.begin(); // Use default SDA (21), SCL (22)

if (!cap.begin(Bx5A)) { // Try 0x5A first — ADDR = GND or floating
Serial.println("MPR121 not found at Ox5A. Trying ©x5B...");

if (!cap.begin(@x5B)) { // ADDR = SDA
Serial.println("Not at ©x5B. Trying ©x5C...");

if (!'cap.begin(@x5C)) { // ADDR = 3.3V
Serial.println("MPR121 not found at ©x5C. Check wiring!");
while (1);
} else {
Serial.println("MPR121 found at ©x5C!");
}
} else {
Serial.println("MPR121 found at ©x5B!");
}
} else {
Serial.println("MPR121 found at Ox5A!");

}

void loop() {
uint16_t touched = cap.touched();

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
if (touched & (1 << 1)) {
Serial.print("Touched: "); Serial.println(i);

}



delay(100);

Summary

e This code automatically checks 0x5A, Ox5B, and Ox5C.
e No need to specify Wire.begin(SDA, SCL) — it uses ESP32’s defaults.

e You'll know exactly which address your board responds to.

Let me know what it prints in Serial Monitor — especially if it says MPR121 found at. .. [s)
And if it still doesn’t work, we’ll go step-by-step from there.

You said:

11:03:34.398 -> I2C Scanner Starting... 11:03:34.398 -> Scanning 12C bus... 11:03:34.398 ->
No I2C devices found. Check wiring! 11:03:34.398 -> Scanning 12C bus... 11:03:34.398 ->
No 12C devices found. Check wiring! 11:03:36.796 -> Scanning 12C bus... 11:03:36.828 ->
No 12C devices found. Check wiring! 11:03:39.823 -> Scanning |12C bus... 11:03:39.857 ->
No 12C devices found. Check wiring! 11:03:42.852 -> Scanning |12C bus... 11:03:42.852 ->
No 12C devices found. Check wiring!

ChatGPT said:

Got it — the 12C scanner is not detecting anything, which confirms the MPR121 is not talking
on the bus at all. Power is reaching the board, but communication is failing. Let’s isolate the
cause step by step:

Top 5 Fixes You Should Try Right Now
["4 1. Double-check SDA and SCL pins

Even though you're using default pins, your board might not use GPIO 21 and 22 by default
like standard ESP32 Dev Boards do.

Try explicitly declaring them in the scanner:



cpp
Copy code

Wire.begin(10, 9); // Change to whatever pins you actually connected

Important: Match this to your actual wiring (e.g., if SDA is on GPIO10 and SCL is on GPIO9,
you must tell the code that).

[4 2. Pull-up resistors

Some MPR121 boards (especially HiLetgo, keyes, or other clones) do not include built-in
pull-ups.

Add:

o 4.7kQ resistor from SDA — 3.3V

e 4.7kQ resistor from SCL — 3.3V

Otherwise, the 12C bus may hang with no acknowledgment from the device.

[:] 3. Try changing ADDR pin
To simplify debugging:
e Disconnect ADDR or connect it to GND

e This sets address to 0x5A (default)

e Use this minimal code:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Wire.begin(10, 9); // <-- Change to your actual pins!
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000) ;



Serial.println("I2C Scanner Starting...");

for (uint8_t address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
byte error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("[d I2C device found at 0x");
Serial.println(address, HEX);

}

void loop() {}

4. Confirm Pin Soldering
Use a multimeter in continuity mode:

e Check GND — GND
e Check 3.3V - VCC
e SDA and SCL — go to the actual pins you think they do?

e Any cold solder joints or bridges?

5. Try another board or sensor
If you have:

e A second MPR121 — test swap

e A known-good I2C device (like an OLED or accelerometer) — test if any 12C device
can be detected

If nothing works, your board's 12C hardware or firmware could be misconfigured.



[.] Want to Show Me a Photo?
Feel free to upload a photo of your wiring or share:

e Your ESP32 board name (e.g., "XIAO ESP32S3", "ESP32 DevKit v1")

e Your MPR121 board brand/version (e.g., "HiLetgo MPR121 V1.2")

I'll guide you more precisely.

You said:

nothings appearing in the serial monitor: #include <Wire.h> void setup() { Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000); // Change pins if you're using different SDA/SCL Wire.begin(12, 11); // SDA =
GPI021, SCL = GPI022 Serial.printin("\nl2C Scanner Starting..."); } void loop() { byte error,
address; int nDevices = 0; Serial.printin("Scanning 12C bus..."); for (address = 1; address < 127;
address++) { Wire.beginTransmission(address); error = Wire.endTransmission(); if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("[] I12C device found at 0x"); if (address < 16) Serial.print("0");
Serial.printin(address, HEX); nDevices++; } } if (nDevices == 0) { Serial.println(" No 12C
devices found. Check wiring!"); } delay(3000); / Wait 3 seconds before scanning again }

ChatGPT said:

Thanks — the issue now is that nothing at all is printing to the Serial Monitor, which means
your code isn’t running past Serial.begin() or Wire.begin() — or your Serial Monitor
is misconfigured.

Let’s Fix This Step-by-Step

['4 1. Fix the Wire.begin() Comment
You have this:
cpp

Copy code
Wire.begin(12, 11); // SDA = GPI021, SCL = GPI022

I\ That comment is wrong — you're using GPIO 12 (SDA) and 11 (SCL), not 21/22.



Either:
e Change the pins to match your real wiring, or

e Fix the comment so it doesn't confuse you later.

|4 2. Verify Serial Monitor Settings
Double-check the Serial Monitor settings in Arduino:
Setting Correct Value
Baud Rate 115200
Line Ending "Both NL & CR"
Port Match your ESP32
If you're seeing nothing at all, it may be:
e The wrong port (especially if you have multiple USB devices plugged in)
e The board isn't resetting properly

e Baud rate mismatch

[74 3. Minimal Test Code

Let’s test if Serial is working at all:

cpp
Copy code

void setup()

Serial.begin(115200);

delay(1000) ;

Serial.println( "Rl Hello from ESP32!");
}



void loop() {
Serial.println("[%4 Still alive...");
delay(1000) ;

}

D Upload this — if you don’t see anything, we know your board isn’t communicating at all.

["4 4. Check the Board Setting
Make sure in the Arduino IDE:

e Board: ESP32S3 Dev Module (or your correct board)
e USB CDC on Boot: Enabled (especially important for ESP32-S3)
e Upload Speed: 921600 (or 115200 if you're having issues)

e Programmer: Default

Also: try pressing the RESET button on the board after uploading.

["4 5. still Nothing? Try These:

e Unplug and replug the USB cable
e Use a different USB cable (some are charge-only!)
e Try a different USB port or computer

e Test if the board shows up in Tools > Port

Next Step

If Serial now prints fine, we'll test Wire.begin( ) again.



Let me know:

e What ESP32 model you're using (e.g., XIAO ESP32S3, ESP32 DevKit v1, etc.)
e Which GPIOs your SDA and SCL wires are actually connected to

e Whether you saw anything in Serial with the "Hello from ESP32!" code

We'll get it working — you’re close!

You said:
i did the serial test code and it didnt print anyhting

ChatGPT said:
Thanks for running that test — since even the basic Serial.println() doesn't show

anything, we now know the issue is not with your MPR121 wiring but with the ESP32 itself
not communicating properly with your computer.

[ This means one of the following is true:
F\ 1. Wrong Port Selected

e Go to Arduino IDE > Tools > Port

e Make sure a port like /dev/cu.usbmodemXXXX (macOS) or COMX (Windows) appears
only when your ESP32 is plugged in

e If nothing appears — your computer isn’t recognizing the board at all

F\ 2. Bad USB Cable

This is very common: many USB-C or micro-USB cables are power-only, and don’t support
data.

EI] Fix: Try a known good data USB cable (e.g., one that works with your phone for file
transfer)

I\ 3. Board Needs Boot/Reset Help

For many ESP32 boards (especially ESP32-S3), you must:



1. Hold BOOT or 0 button while plugging in
2. Keep holding until the upload starts

3. Let go once uploading begins

Or just press RESET after uploading to kick it into life.
m 4. Wrong Board Settings in Arduino IDE

Go to Tools > Board and make sure you're using the right one. Examples:

Board Name in Arduino IDE For This Device

Seeed XIAO ESP32S3 Seeed board
ESP32S3 Dev Module Generic

ESP32S3
ESP32 Dev Module ESP32 (non-S3)
Also check:

e [74USB CDC On Boot: Enabled
o [ Upload Mode: Default (UART0/CDC)

° [;] Flash Size: 8MB or 16MB (if known)

I\ 5. ESP32 Bricked or Firmware Glitch

If the chip crashed or got flashed with bad code, it might not boot normally. Boot it into
safe/ROM mode:

1. Unplug
2. Hold BOOT (or 0) button
3. Plug in while holding

4. Now open Arduino, select correct port, and try uploading again




|74 Next Step
Please tell me:

1. Which board you're using (e.g. “Seeed XIAO ESP32S3” or “ESP32 DevKit v1”)
2. Whether a port shows up in Arduino — Tools — Port
3. Ifit helps when you hold BOOT while plugging in

4. If you can try another USB cable or port

I'll give you exact recovery instructions based on that.

You said:
it runs a blink code

ChatGPT said:
Perfect — that’s a huge clue!
[:|| If your board runs a Blink sketch and the LED blinks, then:

e The board is working
e Poweris fine
e Upload works

e But Serial output is not showing, which is now our target issue

Why Serial Isn’t Showing Despite Blink Working
Likely Causes:

1. Board has no USB-to-Serial output enabled in software

2. Wrong board selected in Arduino (USB CDC off by default)

3. You're using Serial instead of Seriall, Serialo, etc.



4. You’re using an ESP32-S3, which needs “USB CDC on Boot” enabled

Fix It in 3 Steps
[74 Step 1: Select Correct Board & Enable USB Serial

Go to:

Tools — Board — Select your exact model:

Board Type Use This Board
Setting

Seeed XIAO ESP32-S3 Seeed XIAO ESP32S3
Generic ESP32-S3 board ESP32S3 Dev Module

Standard ESP32 ESP32 Dev Module
(non-S3)

Then in Tools, confirm these settings:
e [7]UsB CDC On Boot: Enabled
e [ Upload Mode: UARTO / CDC

e [7] USB Mode: Hardware CDC + JTAG (or default)

[:] Step 2: Use Correct Serial Object
Depending on your board, you might need to use Serial or Serial®.
But most ESP32-S3 boards support this normally:

cpp
Copy code

void setup() {
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000);



Serial.println("[4 Hello from ESP32!");
}

1

void loop() {
delay(1000)

}

Try this exact code again after adjusting the board settings.

[74 step 3: Reset After Upload
After uploading the sketch:

e If you don’t see anything, press the RESET or EN button on your board

e Then open the Serial Monitor at 115200 baud

You should see:

csharp
Copy code
4 Hello from ESP32!

Summary Checklist

Fix Done
?

Correct board selected []
USB CDC on boot = Enabled | ]
Upload works (e.g. Blink) v
Serial at 115200 baud [ ]

Pressed Reset after upload [ ]



Once we fix the serial visibility, we can go back to MPR121. You're super close! Let me know
what board you're using exactly and | can give a one-click config.

You said:

#include <Wire.h> void setup() { Wire.begin(10, 9); // Or try Wire.begin(); if unsure
Serial.begin(115200); delay(1000); Serial.printin("Scanning 12C bus..."); byte error, address; int
nDevices = 0; for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) { Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission(); if (error == Q) { Serial.print("I2C device found at 0x");
Serial.printin(address, HEX); nDevices++; } } if (nDevices == 0) Serial.printin("No 12C devices
found."); else Serial.printin("Done."); } void loop() {} make this repeat

ChatGPT said:

Here's your updated code with the 12C scan repeating every 3 seconds in the 1oop():

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Wire.begin(10, 9); // SDA = GPIO10, SCL = GPIO9 - change if needed
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000) ;
Serial.println("Starting I2C scanner...");

void loop() {
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

Serial.println("Scanning I2C bus...");

for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("[d I2C device found at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("0");
Serial.println(address, HEX);
nDevices++;



if (nDevices == 0)

Serial.println("Jl No I2C devices found.");
else

Serial.println("[4 Done.\n");

delay(3000); // Wait 3 seconds before next scan

Let me know if you're using default SDA/SCL pins instead, and | can change Wire.begin()
back to just Wire.begin() ;.

You said:
13:46:13.606 -> Scanning 12C bus... 13:46:13.606 -> P4 No 12C devices found.

ChatGPT said:

Thanks — now that the scanner runs and prints output, we know:

['4 Your ESP32-S3 is working
[ Serial is working
["4 12C scanner code is running

But:
. No devices are responding on I12C, meaning the MPR121 still isn’t detected.

L) That narrows it down to 3 real possibilities:

Step-by-step fix checklist

B 1. Check your actual wiring

Here's what your MPR121 wiring must look like (based on your Wire.begin(16, 9)):

MPR121 Pin Connects To



VvCC 3.3V

GND GND

SDA GPIO 10 (ESP32)

SCL GPIO 9 (ESP32)

ADDR (leave floating or GND for now)
IRQ (optional)

["4 Double-check you didn’t swap SDA/SCL

|74 Make sure no loose jumper wires

[:| Try pressing gently or reseating all wires

g Use a multimeter to confirm continuity from ESP32 pins to the MPR121 pins

2. Try with default I12C pins
If you're unsure what pins to use, fall back to the defaults:
cpp

Copy code
Wire.begin(); // Use default I2C pins

Then connect:

e SDA — GPIO 21

e SCL — GPIO 22

(Only if your board follows ESP32 default pinout — let me know your exact board if
you're unsure.)

3. Try address 0x5A manually

If your MPR121 has ADDR — GND (or floating), it uses 12C address 0x5A. Add this test just in
case:

cpp



Copy code
Wire.beginTransmission(0x5A);
byte error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {

Serial.println("[%] MPR121 detected at Ox5A");
} else {

Serial.println("Jl No MPR121 found at Ox5A");

}

Add that inside 1oop( ) or setup() after scanning.

4. Add pull-up resistors if needed

Some MPR121 breakout boards don’t include pull-up resistors on SDA/SCL. Without them,
the 12C bus can be silent.

Add:

o 4.7kQ resistor from SDA to 3.3V

o 4.7kQ resistor from SCL to 3.3V

Or test with a different 12C device (like an OLED) to confirm your bus is working.

5. Try a different MPR121 or 12C device
If nothing works:

e Try scanning a different I12C device (e.g. OLED, BME280, etc.)
e |f another device shows up — your MPR121 is likely faulty

e If nothing shows up — wiring or ESP32 pins are likely misconfigured




Bonus: Upload a Photo?

If you want, upload a photo of your current wiring and | can spot-check for problems.
Let me know:

e Which exact ESP32 board you're using (e.g., XIAO ESP32S3, ESP32 DevKit v1, etc.)

e Which pin numbers you connected SDA/SCL to

You're super close — let’s get it over the line.

You said:

is this code for the big esp32-s3: #include <Wire.h> void setup() { Wire.begin(5, 4); // SDA =
GPI1010, SCL = GPIO9 — change if needed Serial.begin(115200); delay(1000);
Serial.printin("Starting 12C scanner..."); } void loop() { byte error, address; int nDevices = 0;
Serial.printin("Scanning 12C bus..."); for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address); error = Wire.endTransmission(); if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("g I2C device found at 0x"); if (address < 16) Serial.print("0");
Serial.printin(address, HEX); nDevices++; } } if (nDevices == 0) Serial.println(" No 12C
devices found."); else Serial.println("[:| Done.\n"); delay(3000); // Wait 3 seconds before next
scan }

ChatGPT said:

The code logic is fine, but the pin numbers might not be correct for your "big ESP32-S3"
board — especially if you're referring to the ESP32-S3 DevKitC or similar dev board.

["] Let's clarify the code line:

cpp
Copy code

Wire.begin(5, 4); // SDA =5, SCL = 4

This means:

e SDAison GPIO 5

e SCLison GPIO 4




Here's what you need to check:
1. What board are you using exactly?

If it's the ESP32-S3 DevKitC, the default 12C pins are:

Signal GPIO

SDA 8 or 10 (depends on board
config)

SCL 9orM

But safest is to just use:

cpp
Copy code

Wire.begin(); // Use default I2C pins

If your board follows the ESP32-S3 standard, that will typically route to usable 12C pins without
having to guess.

Try this version first:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup()
Wire.begin(); // Use default SDA/SCL
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000);
Serial.println("Starting I2C scanner...");

void loop() A
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

Serial.println("Scanning I2C bus...");



for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("[f4 I2C device found at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("e");
Serial.println(address, HEX);

nDevices++;
}
}
if (nDevices == 0)
Serial.println( "l No I2C devices found.");
else

Serial.println("[4 Done.\n");

delay(3000); // Wait 3 seconds before next scan

Then connect your MPR121 like this:

MPR121 Pin ESP32-S3 Pin

VCC 3.3V
GND GND
SDA GPIO 8
SCL GPIO 9

(You can confirm with a multimeter that these GPIOs connect to the physical headers.)

If you still want to set pins manually:

Here are known good 12C pins for ESP32-S3:



e SDA:GPIO8,10,0r5

e SCL:GPIO9,11,0r6

So try:

cpp
Copy code

Wire.begin(8, 9); // SDA =8, SCL = 9

or:

cpp
Copy code

Wire.begin(10, 9);

Let me know your exact ESP32-S3 model (photo or name) if you're unsure, and I'll give you a
confirmed pinout.

You said:



im coding to this mpr and it says there is nothing at 5b, sda should be 12 and scl should be 11

ChatGPT said:



Thanks for the PCB image! You're using an MPR121 module on a custom board, and you
mentioned that:

e SDA s GPIO 12
e SCL is GPIO 11

e And you're expecting the MPR121 at address 0x5B

Let’s break it down:

Step-by-step checklist
1. Use the correct pin mapping

Update your code to match SDA = GPIO 12, SCL = GPIO 11:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Wire.begin(12, 11); // SDA = 12, SCL = 11
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000) ;
Serial.println("Starting I2C scanner...");

void loop() {
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

Serial.println("Scanning I2C bus...");
for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);

error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {



Serial.print("[%4 I2C device found at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("e");
Serial.println(address, HEX);

nDevices++;

if (nDevices == 0)
Serial.println("Jll No I2C devices found.");
else

Serial.println("{4 Done.\n");

delay(3000); // Wait 3 seconds before next scan

2. Double-check the MPR121 address

o Default address: 0x5A (when ADDR pin = GND or floating)

e Your case: 0x5B (means ADDR = VCC / 3.3V) | 4

If you're not seeing anything at 6x5B, here are a few things to verify:

I\ Troubleshooting 12C connection to MPR121

"] Hardware checklist:

e |s ADDR actually connected to 3.3V on your board? If it's floating or unconnected, the
address would still be 0x5A, not 0x5B.

e Are SDA and SCL really routed to GPIO 12 and 11 respectively? Follow the traces
from the ESP32-S3 header to the MPR121.

e Are there pull-up resistors (4.7k—10kQ) on SDA/SCL? MPR121 often needs external
pullups if your breakout doesn’t include them.




Try this quick test in setup():

cpp
Copy code

Wire.begin(12, 11); // Your defined pins
Serial.begin(115200);

delay(1000) ;

Serial.println("Testing MPR121 at Ox5B...");

Wire.beginTransmission(0x5B);
byte error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {

Serial.println("[%] MPR121 detected at Ox5B");
} else {

Serial.println(". No MPR121 found at ©x5B — check wiring or
address");

}

Want extra help?
If you're still stuck, you can:

e Share a zoomed-in screenshot of the SDA/SCL traces

e Upload a photo of the assembled board if you're using real hardware

You're super close — if SDA/SCL are correctly routed and you’re powering the chip with 3.3V, it
should work with this setup.

You said:

22:29:56.740 -> P34 No 12C devices found. 22:29:59.725 -> Scanning 12C bus... 22:29:59.778 ->
B No 12C devices found. 22:30:02.755 -> Scanning I12C bus... 22:30:02.755 -> Ji4 No 12C
devices found. 22:30:05.753 -> Scanning 12C bus... 22:30:05.786 -> P34 No 12C devices found.

ChatGPT said:
Since you're not detecting any 12C device at all, even though:

e You're sure SDA = GPIO 12, SCL = GPIO 11



e You're using Wire.begin(12, 11)
e The board is powered

e The MPR121 address should be 0x5B

Let’s systematically troubleshoot this:

1. Confirm the 12C routing (electrical)

Double-check these with a multimeter in continuity mode:

MPR121 Pin Should connect to
SDA GPIO 12

SCL GPIO 11

VCC 3.3V

GND GND

ADDR 3.3V (to set address to

0x5B)

Also confirm:

e No shorts between SDA/SCL and GND or VCC

e You have pull-up resistors on SDA and SCL (typically 4.7k—10kQ). Many MPR121
breakouts include them—does yours?

2. Confirm your ESP32-S3 is functioning properly

Try this quick test to rule out a general issue:

Upload and run a basic blink sketch



cpp
Copy code

void setup()
pinMode (LED_BUILTIN, OUTPUT);

void loop() {
digitalWrite(LED_BUILTIN, HIGH);
delay(500);
digitalWrite(LED_BUILTIN, LOW);
delay(500) ;

If that blinks fine, your board and upload toolchain are working.

3. Try 12C on known-good pins

Some GPIOs on the ESP32-S3 are not 12C-compatible, or not ideal.

Try this config instead:

cpp
Copy code

Wire.begin(8, 9); // SDA = GPIO 8, SCL = GPIO 9

— Use jumper wires to reroute SDA and SCL on your board to GPIO 8 and 9 if possible
(even if just for testing).

4. Try with address 0x5A too

In case your ADDR isn’t actually tied to 3.3V, try scanning for 0x5A too:

cpp
Copy code

Wire.beginTransmission(0x5A);
if (Wire.endTransmission() == 0) {



Serial.println("[%4 Device found at @x5A");
}

5. Visually inspect the soldering

A weak solder joint on SDA, SCL, or ADDR can completely prevent communication.
Also inspect:

e VCC and GND continuity
e Proper orientation of MPR121 breakout or chip

e [f on a custom PCB: vias or inner-layer routing errors

m If all else fails: Bypass your PCB

Use jumper wires directly from ESP32-S3 breakout pins to the MPR121 header on your board.
This bypasses any trace issues on your PCB.

Let me know what you're able to confirm, and I'll walk you through the next step — we’ll get this
working.

You said:
its getting power

ChatGPT said:

Great — if your MPR121 is getting power, but you're still getting:

pgsql
Copy code
No I2C devices found.

then it’s very likely the problem is on the SDA/SCL communication side. Here’s what to check
next, in priority order:




1. Check SDA and SCL connectivity with a multimeter
Use continuity mode (or resistance mode) to check:

e Does ESP32 GPIO 12 connect to MPR121 SDA?
e Does ESP32 GPIO 11 connect to MPR121 SCL?

e Does MPR121 ADDR actually connect to 3.3V (confirm with voltmeter)?

Also:

e SDA/SCL should not be shorted to GND or VCC

e No broken traces or cold solder joints?

2. Try default Wire.begin() pins
Your ESP32-S3 board might use different pins for default 12C.

Try this minimal scanner with Wire.begin() only (no custom pins):

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>

void setup() {
Wire.begin(); // Use default SDA/SCL
Serial.begin(115200);
delay(1000);
Serial.println("Scanning I2C bus...");

void loop() {
byte error, address;
int nDevices = 0;

Serial.println("Scanning I2C bus...");



for (address = 1; address < 127; address++) {
Wire.beginTransmission(address);
error = Wire.endTransmission();

if (error == 0) {
Serial.print("[d I2C device found at 0x");
if (address < 16) Serial.print("0");
Serial.println(address, HEX);

nDevices++;
}
}
if (nDevices == 0)
Serial.println("Jl No I2C devices found.");
else

Serial.println("[% Done.\n");

delay(3000);

This will use your board’s default 12C pins — try probing pins on the ESP32 board while it runs
to see where you get communication.

3. Temporarily reroute 12C to known-good pins
Try using GPI1Os that are known to work well with 12C, like:
cpp

Copy code
Wire.begin(8, 9); // SDA = GPIO 8, SCL = GPIO 9

Then connect wires directly from those ESP32 pins to:

e MPR121 SDA

e MPR121 SCL



e GND

e VCC

This bypasses your PCB and confirms if the problem is in the board routing.

["4 4. Pull-up resistors?
Does your MPR121 breakout already include pull-ups (usually labeled R1/R2)?
If not, add 4.7kQ-10kQ resistors from SDA — 3.3V and SCL — 3.3V.

Without pull-ups, the 12C bus won’t work correctly.

[74 5. Test with known working device

If possible, test the same 12C code with another 12C device (like an OLED or another MPR121).
This confirms if it's your board or code.

Want to be 100% sure?

Upload a clear photo of your wired setup, or another zoomed-in PCB view. | can point out
specific issues like reversed pins, missing vias, or trace problems.

We’'re almost there — once SDA and SCL are correctly connected and pulled up, the 12C
scanner will detect the MPR121.

You said:

change this code so it only includes 5A. DONT CHANGE THRESHOLD: #include <Wire.h>
#include <Adafruit._ MPR121.h> // Create two MPR121 objects Adafruit. MPR121 cap1 =
Adafruit_ MPR121(); // First sensor (0x5A) Adafruit. MPR121 cap2 = Adafruit MPR121(); //
Second sensor (0x5C) // Custom 12C pins #define SDA_PIN 12 #define SCL_PIN 11 // Track
previous touched states uint16_t lastTouched1 = 0; uint16_t lastTouched2 = 0; uint16_t
currTouched1 = 0; uint16_t currTouched2 = 0; // Enhanced sensitivity settings for paper
detection #define TOUCH_THRESHOLD 5 // Lower = more sensitive (default 12) #define
RELEASE_THRESHOLD 4 // Lower = more sensitive (default 6) void setup() {
Serial.begin(9600); while (!Serial) { delay(10); } Serial.printin("=== MPR121 Paper-Through
Touch Sensor ==="); // Initialize custom 12C pins Wire.begin(SDA_PIN, SCL_PIN);
Serial.print("12C initialized - SDA: Pin "); Serial.print(SDA_PIN); Serial.print(", SCL: Pin ");



Serial.printin(SCL_PIN); // Initialize first MPR121 (0x5A) if (Icap1.begin(0x5A)) {
Serial.println(" MPR121 #1 (0x5A) not found!"); Serial.printin("Check wiring and 12C
connections"); while (1); } Serial.printin("[74 MPR121 #1 found at 0x5A"); // Initialize second
MPR121 (0x5C) if (Icap2.begin(0x5C)) { Serial.printin("Bad MPR121 #2 (0x5C) not found!");
Serial.printin("Check wiring and address jumper"); while (1); } Serial.println("g MPR121 #2
found at Ox5C"); // Configure enhanced sensitivity for paper detection configureSensitivity();
Serial.println("\nD PAPER-THROUGH SENSING ACTIVE"); Serial.printin("Touch through
paper, cardboard, or thin materials"); Serial.printin("Format: [Board-Pin] Action");
Serial.printin("==========================================\n"); delay(1000); // Allow
sensors to stabilize } void loop() { // Get current touched states currTouched1 = cap1.touched();
currTouched2 = cap2.touched(); // Process MPR121 #1 (Board 1, pins 0-11)
processTouchEvents(1, currTouched1, lastTouched1); // Process MPR121 #2 (Board 2, pins
0-11) processTouchEvents(2, currTouched?2, lastTouched?); // Save current states for next
comparison lastTouched1 = currTouched1; lastTouched2 = currTouched2; // Print sensor
diagnostics every 3 seconds static unsigned long lastDiagnostic = 0; if (millis() - lastDiagnostic >
3000) { printDiagnostics(); lastDiagnostic = millis(); } delay(50); // Stable sampling rate } void
configureSensitivity() { Serial.println(" Configuring enhanced sensitivity for paper
detection..."); // Set custom thresholds for both sensors // Lower thresholds = more sensitive to
detect through materials cap1.setThresholds(TOUCH_THRESHOLD,
RELEASE_THRESHOLD); cap2.setThresholds(TOUCH_THRESHOLD,
RELEASE_THRESHOLD); // Optional: Fine-tune individual electrode settings // Uncomment
these lines if you need even more sensitivity /* for (uint8_ti=0; i< 12; i++) {
cap1.setThreshold(i, TOUCH_THRESHOLD, RELEASE_THRESHOLD); cap2.setThreshold(i,
TOUCH_THRESHOLD, RELEASE_THRESHOLD); } */ Serial.print("Touch threshold: ");
Serial.printin(TOUCH_THRESHOLD); Serial.print("Release threshold: ");
Serial.printin(RELEASE_THRESHOLD); Serial.printin("[74 Sensitivity configuration complete"); }
void processTouchEvents(uint8_t boardNum, uint16_t currTouched, uint16_t lastTouched) { for
(uint8_t pin = 0; pin < 12; pin++) {// Check if pin was just touched if ((currTouched & BV(pin))
&8& I(lastTouched & _BV(pin))) { Serial.print("{T]] ["); Serial.print(boardNum); Serial.print("-");
Serial.print(pin); Serial.print("] TOUCHED"); // Print sensor reading for diagnostics int
sensorValue = (boardNum == 1) ? cap1.filteredData(pin) : cap2.filteredData(pin); Serial.print("
(Value: "); Serial.print(sensorValue); Serial.printin(")"); } // Check if pin was just released if
(Y(currTouched & _BV(pin)) && (lastTouched & BV(pin))) { Serial.print(" ";
Serial.print(boardNum); Serial.print("-"); Serial.print(pin); Serial.printin("] RELEASED"); } } } void
printDiagnostics() { // Only print if there's activity or every 10 seconds static unsigned long
lastFullDiagnostic = 0; bool hasActivity = (currTouched1 != 0 || currTouched?2 != 0); if (hasActivity
|| (millis() - lastFullDiagnostic > 10000)) { Serial.printin("\n[;,]| === SENSOR DIAGNOSTICS
==="); // Board 1 status Serial.print("Board 1 (0x5A): "); if (currTouched1 == 0) {
Serial.printin("No touches"); } else { Serial.print("Active pins: "); printActivePins(currTouched1);
Serial.printin(); } // Board 2 status Serial.print("Board 2 (0x5C): "); if (currTouched2 == 0) {
Serial.printin("No touches"); } else { Serial.print("Active pins: "); printActivePins(currTouched?2);
Serial.printin(); } Serial.printin("============================\n"); if (lhasActivity) {
lastFullDiagnostic = millis(); } } } void printActivePins(uint16_t touched) { bool first = true; for
(uint8_ti =0;i<12; i++) {if (fouched & _BV(i)) { if (!first) Serial.print(", "); Serial.print(i); first =



false; } } } // Function to adjust sensitivity on the fly (call from Serial commands) void
adjustSensitivity(uint8_t touchThresh, uint8_t releaseThresh) { Serial.println(" Adjusting
sensitivity..."); cap1.setThresholds(touchThresh, releaseThresh);
cap2.setThresholds(touchThresh, releaseThresh); Serial.print("New thresholds - Touch: ");
Serial.print(touchThresh); Serial.print(", Release: "); Serial.printin(releaseThresh); } //
Troubleshooting function - call this if sensors seem unresponsive void printRawSensorData() {
Serial.println("\n RAW SENSOR DATA:"); Serial.printin("Board 1 (0x5A):"); for (uint8 ti=0;i
< 12; i++) { Serial.print("Pin "); Serial.print(i); Serial.print(": ")
Serial.printin(cap1.baselineData(i)); } Serial.printin("\nBoard 2 (0x5C):"); for (uint8_ti=0; i< 12;
i++) { Serial.print("Pin "); Serial.print(i); Serial.print(": "); Serial.print(cap2.filteredData(i));
Serial.print(" / "); Serial.printin(cap2.baselineData(i)); } Serial.printin(); }

ChatGPT said:

Here is your updated code with only one MPR121 sensor at address 0x5A, no changes to
the threshold values, and all references to the second sensor (0x5C) removed:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>
#include <Adafruit_MPR121.h>

// Create MPR121 object for address Ox5A
Adafruit_MPR121 capl1 = Adafruit_MPR121();

// Custom I2C pins
#define SDA_PIN 12
#define SCL_PIN 11

// Track previous and current touched states
uint16_t lastTouched1 0;
uint16_t currTouched1 0;

// Sensitivity settings (unchanged)
#define TOUCH_THRESHOLD 5
#define RELEASE_THRESHOLD 4

void setup() {
Serial.begin(9660) ;
while (!Serial) {
delay(10);
}



Serial.println("=== MPR121 Paper-Through Touch Sensor ===");

// Initialize custom I2C pins
Wire.begin(SDA_PIN, SCL_PIN);
Serial.print("I2C initialized - SDA: Pin ");
Serial.print(SDA_PIN);

Serial.print(", SCL: Pin ");
Serial.println(SCL_PIN);

// Initialize MPR121 at Ox5A

if ('cap1.begin(@Bx5A))
Serial.println( " MPR121 (@x5A) not found!");
Serial.println("Check wiring and I2C connections");
while (1);

}

Serial.println("[/4 MPR121 found at @x5A");

configureSensitivity();

Serial.println("\nD PAPER-THROUGH SENSING ACTIVE");
Serial.println("Touch through paper, cardboard, or thin materials");
Serial.println("Format: [Pin] Action");

Serial.println("=====================z=====================\n") ;
delay(1000); // Allow sensor to stabilize
void loop() {
currTouched1 = cap1.touched();
processTouchEvents(currTouched1, lastTouchedl);
lastTouched1 = currTouched1;
static unsigned long lastDiagnostic =

if (millis() - lastDiagnostic > 36000)
printDiagnostics();



lastDiagnostic = millis();

}

delay(50); // Stable sampling rate
}

void configureSensitivity() {
Serial.println("[g4 Configuring enhanced sensitivity for paper
detection...");
capl1.setThresholds(TOUCH_THRESHOLD, RELEASE_THRESHOLD) ;
Serial.print("Touch threshold: "); Serial.println(TOUCH_THRESHOLD) ;
Serial.print("Release threshold: ");
Serial.println(RELEASE_THRESHOLD) ;
Serial.println("[% Sensitivity configuration complete");

}

void processTouchEvents(uint16_t currTouched, uint16_t lastTouched) {
for (uint8_t pin = 0; pin < 12; pin++) {
if ((currTouched & _BV(pin)) && !(lastTouched & _BV(pin))) {
Serial.print("[ [");
Serial.print(pin);
Serial.print("] TOUCHED (Value: ");
Serial.print(capi1.filteredData(pin));
Serial.println(")");

if (!(currTouched & _BV(pin)) && (lastTouched & _BV(pin))) {
Serial.print("[l]l [");
Serial.print(pin);
Serial.println("] RELEASED");

}

void printDiagnostics() {
Serial.println("\n[;]] === SENSOR DIAGNOSTICS ===");

Serial.print("Board (©x5A): ");



if (currTouched1 == 0) {
Serial.println("No touches");
} else {
Serial.print("Active pins: ");
printActivePins(currTouched1);
Serial.println();

void printActivePins(uint16_t touched) {
bool first = true;
for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
if (touched & _BV(i)) {
if (!first) Serial.print(", ");
Serial.print(i);
first = false;

What Was Removed:
e All cap2 and address 6x5C code.

e Second board touch handling and diagnostics.

Let me know if you want this extended with dynamic serial commands, web integration, or live
filtering!

You said:

15:13:38.569 -> [ [1] RELEASED 15:13:38.569 -> {ii] [2] RELEASED 15:13:38.569 -> [ [3]
RELEASED 15:13:38.569 -> [} [4] RELEASED 15:13:38.569 -> [} [5] RELEASED
15:13:38.569 -> 1] [6] RELEASED 15:13:38.569 -> {1} [7] RELEASED 15:13:38.569 -> [ [8]
RELEASED 15:13:38.569 -> [} [9] RELEASED 15:13:38.569 -> {§i] [10] RELEASED
15:13:38.569 -> [l [11] RELEASED 15:13:41.008 -> 15:13:41.008 -> [},]| === SENSOR



DIAGNOSTICS === 15:13:41.008 -> Board (0x5A): No touches 15:13:41.008 ->
============================ 15:13:41.008 ->

ChatGPT said:

This output shows that your MPR121 is being detected and was previously registering
touches on pins 1-11, but all those pins have now been released. That’s great news—it means
the sensor is communicating properly over 12C and the code is working!
Now to interpret this:

e [4Board (0x5A) is found and responding.

° D Earlier, touches were detected on pins 1-11.

° Those pins are now showing RELEASED.

e [;;]] The diagnostic confirms no active touches currently.

If something still seems off, here are quick checks:
1. Ghost touches?
If those release messages appeared without you actually touching anything, it could mean:

e Wires/sensor are picking up noise or are too sensitive.

e You're testing near high-EMI sources (motors, USB power issues).

[;] Fix: Try increasing the TOUCH_THRESHOLD and RELEASE_THRESHOLD a little bit:

cpp
Copy code

#define TOUCH_THRESHOLD 8
#define RELEASE_THRESHOLD 6

2. Touch not detected now?

If you expected a touch to be registered but saw nothing, make sure:



e You're touching the right electrodes.
e There's solid ground connection between sensor and your finger (if needed).

e You aren’t testing through a material that’s too thick or not conductive enough.

Let me know if you want to log only specific pins, visualize touches on an LCD/web page, or
store touches for future actions!

You said:

15:14:22.989 -> [[]] [2] TOUCHED (Value: 299) 15:14:22.989 -> [[]] [3] TOUCHED (Value: E
(153395) i2c.master: 12C transaction unexpected nack detected 15:14:22.989 -> E (153398)
i2c.master: s_i2c_synchronous_transaction(924): 12C transaction failed 15:14:22.989 -> E
(153405) i2c.master: i2c_master_transmit_receive(1220): 12C transaction failed 15:14:22.989 ->
65535) 15:14:22.989 -> [[] [4] TOUCHED (Value: E (153413) i2c.master: 12C transaction
unexpected nack detected 15:14:22.989 -> E (153418) i2c.master:
s_i2c_synchronous_transaction(924): 12C transaction failed 15:14:23.023 -> E (153425)
i2c.master: i2c_master_transmit_receive(1220): I12C transaction failed 15:14:23.023 -> 65535)

ChatGPT said:

You're now getting touch events detected on channels 2, 3, and 4, but then immediately
encountering 12C errors. These lines are especially important:

mathematica
Copy code
E (...) i2c.master: I2C transaction unexpected nack detected

E (...) I2C transaction failed

The 12C errors (NACK = Not Acknowledge) mean the ESP32 is trying to talk to the MPR121, but
the MPR121 either:

e Didn’t respond in time,
e Crashed due to overload, noise, or bad power,

e Oris being polled too quickly after a touch event.

[74 What works:



e MPR121 is detected.
e Touches are being triggered correctly.

e Output shows expected behavior up to a point.

What’s failing:
e After some touches, the 12C communication fails.

e Returned value 65535 (which is OxFFFF) is an error code, not a real touch value.

Suggested Fixes:
1. Add slight delay after touch events

Too-rapid polling can cause 12C glitches. In your loop, try adding a delay:

cpp
Copy code

delay(5); // Add this after reading sensor values

2. Shield wires / shorten 12C lines
Long or unshielded 12C wires easily pick up noise, especially during touch events.

[74 Use short dupont wires
["4 Twist SDA/SCL together
["4 Add a 100nF cap near VCC/GND on MPR121

3. Use external pull-ups (if not already)
MPR121 sometimes needs external 4.7kQ resistors between:

e SDA — 3.3V

e SCL - 3.3V



Many breakout boards already include these—check your board’s schematic or visually inspect
it.

4. Lower 12C clock speed

The ESP32 runs 12C fast by default, which can cause issues with touch sensors. You can
reduce it like this:

cpp
Copy code

Wire.begin(SDA_PIN, SCL_PIN, 100000); // 100kHz instead of 400kHz

5. Power supply stability

Touch spikes may momentarily drop voltage if you're powering the ESP32 from USB with too
many peripherals.

[:] Try using a separate 3.3V LDO regulator for the MPR121
D Or at least a decoupling capacitor (e.g. 10uF + 0.1uF) near the sensor

Optional: Catch I12C errors gracefully

You can wrap the touch reading in a try-catch-like manner:

cpp
Copy code

uint16_t value = cap.touched();

if (value == 65535) {
Serial.println(”[! I2C read error — skipping this cycle");
return;

Let me know how it's wired or if you want help lowering 12C clock or scoping the wiring setup
visually.

You said:
make the code with delay

ChatGPT said:



Here's your updated code with a small delay(5) ; added in the main loop to reduce the
chance of 12C glitches after reading from the MPR121:

cpp
Copy code

#include <Wire.h>
#include "Adafruit_MPR121.h"

Adafruit_MPR121 cap = Adafruit_MPR121();

#define SDA_PIN 41
#define SCL_PIN 42

uint16_t last_touched
uint16_t curr_touched

1l 1l
o ©

void setup()
Serial.begin(115200);
Wire.begin(SDA_PIN, SCL_PIN); // Use custom SDA/SCL pins

if (!'cap.begin(@x5A)) {
Serial.println("Jf MPR121 not found. Check wiring or I2C
address.");

while (1);
} else {
Serial.println("[%d MPR121 found!");

}

void loop() {
curr_touched = cap.touched();

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++)
// Check if this pad was just touched
if ((curr_touched & _BV(i)) && !(last_touched & _BV(i))) {
Serial.print("[ [");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.print("] TOUCHED (Value: ");
Serial.print(cap.filteredData(i));



Serial.println(")");

// Check if this pad was just released

if (!(curr_touched & _BV(i)) && (last_touched & _BV(i))) {
Serial.print("[l] [");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println("] RELEASED");

last_touched = curr_touched;

delay(5); // Slight delay to reduce I2C stress

What this fixes:
e Prevents overwhelming the 12C bus by polling too fast
e Reduces chances of MPR121 dropping off the bus or crashing

e Keeps responsiveness almost identical to before (5 ms delay is minimal)

If problems persist, we can also lower the |12C speed or add error detection, but this is a good
next step. Let me know if you want to add those too.

You said:
whenever i whack the touch pad it displays that mesage

ChatGPT said:

Thanks! The error you're seeing—specifically the 12C NACK and 65535 value—is happening
because the ESP32 is polling the MPR121 too quickly after a touch, or the 12C line is
experiencing noise or electrical instability, especially when you physically impact or
“whack” the sensor.

What's likely causing the issue:



1. Mechanical noise or grounding fluctuation during the touch ("whack") is interrupting
I2C communication.

2. Polling the MPR121 too quickly (even with a 5 ms delay) during or after a strong
touch.

3. The MPR121 may be temporarily disconnecting or locking up when overloaded or
touched hard.

Fix Strategy
1. Add a retry mechanism for bad reads

If the filteredData() returns 65535 (aka OxFFFF), it's likely a failed read. We can avoid
printing it.

cpp
Copy code

int readFilteredSafe(uint8_t i) {
uint16_t val = cap.filteredData(i);
if (val == 65535) {
return -1; // Indicate bad read

}

return val;

2. Use that in your main loop:

cpp
Copy code

void loop() {
curr_touched = cap.touched();

for (uint8_t i = 0; i < 12; i++) {
// Just touched
if ((curr_touched & _BV(i)) && !(last_touched & _BV(i))) {
int val = readFilteredSafe(i);
Serial.print("[ [");
Serial.print(i);



Serial.print("] TOUCHED");

if (val '= -1) {
Serial.print(" (Value: ");
Serial.print(val);
Serial.print(")");

} else {
Serial.print(" (A bad read)");

}
Serial.println();

// Just released

if (!'(curr_touched & _BV(i)) && (last_touched & _BV(i))) {
Serial.print("[ll [");
Serial.print(i);
Serial.println("] RELEASED");

}

last_touched = curr_touched;
delay(10); // Slightly more delay (16ms) for I2C stability

}

Optional: Add I12C bus reset if it fails consistently

If you're still getting errors, we can automatically re-init the MPR121 when too many bad reads
happen in a row.

[7] Bonus: Hardware Tips

e Make sure GND is firmly connected between ESP32 and MPR121.
e Use shorter wires or shielded cables for [2C.

e Add 100 nF capacitor between VCC and GND of the MPR121 if you haven'’t already.



e Pull-up resistors (4.7k—10k) on SDA/SCL can help if not already present.

Let me know if you want the error-recovery version or want to debounce touch detection!

You said:

is tehre a threshold in this: #include <Wire.h> #include "Adafruit MPR121.h" Adafruit MPR121
cap = Adafruit_ MPR121(); #define SDA_PIN 12 #define SCL_PIN 11 uint16_t last_touched = 0;
uint16_t curr_touched = 0; void setup() { Serial.begin(115200); Wire.begin(SDA_PIN, SCL_PIN);
/I Use custom SDA/SCL pins if (cap.begin(0x5A)) { Serial.println(" MPR121 not found. Check
wiring or 12C address."); while (1); } else { Serial.println("g MPR121 found!"); } } void loop() {
curr_touched = cap.touched(); for (uint8_t i =0; i < 12; i++) { // Check if this pad was just
touched if ((curr_touched & BV(i)) && !(last_touched & BV(i))) { Serial.print("[] ™;
Serial.print(i); Serial.print("] TOUCHED (Value: "); Serial.print(cap.filteredData(i));
Serial.printin(")"); } // Check if this pad was just released if (!(curr_touched & BV(i)) &&
(last_touched & _BV(i))) { Serial.print('fl] ["); Serial.print(i); Serial.printin("] RELEASED"); } }
last_touched = curr_touched; delay(5); // [:] Slight delay to reduce 12C stress }

ChatGPT said:

Great question — yes, the Adafruit MPR121 library does allow you to set thresholds, but
your current code doesn't set them explicitly, so it's using the default touch and release
thresholds (typically 12 and 6).

What are thresholds?

The MPR121 works by detecting changes in capacitance. The touch threshold defines how
much change is required to register a touch. The release threshold defines how much the
signal must drop to register a release.

e Lower thresholds = more sensitive (detects smaller touches)

e Higher thresholds = less sensitive (ignores lighter/accidental touches)

["4 How to set your own thresholds
You can set the thresholds right after initializing the sensor in setup():

cpp



Copy code

if (!cap.begin(@x5A)) {
Serial.println( " MPR121 not found. Check wiring or I2C address.");
while (1);

} else {
Serial.println("[%d MPR121 found!");

// Set touch/release thresholds for all 12 electrodes
cap.setThresholds(15, 108); // Touch threshold, Release threshold

In this example:

e 15 =touch threshold (harder touch required)

e 10 = release threshold (more definite release)

Recommended threshold values

Use Case touch,
release
Very sensitive 8,4
Normal sensitivity 12,6
Less sensitive (no 20,10

noise)

Requires strong press 30, 20

You can also set per-pad thresholds:

cpp

Copy code

cap.setThresholds(@, 0); // Disables all pads (example)
cap.setTouchThreshold(3, 25); // Only pad 3 requires harder touch

cap.setReleaseThreshold(3, 15);



Would you like me to help you find the ideal threshold values for your specific setup (e.g., finger
size, pad material, whack pressure)?

You said:
ghwen i lower the threshold i get that error a lot

ChatGPT said:

Thanks for clarifying — this is an important clue.

m If you're getting more 12C errors when you lower the threshold, it likely
means:

1. You're triggering many touches very rapidly, due to noise or too much sensitivity.

2. The MPR121 is generating too many I12C interrupts, overwhelming the ESP32's 12C
bus.

3. The Wire bus can’t keep up with repeated reads when the signal is too noisy or
unstable.

|74 Fixes to reduce I2C stress & errors

Here’s a focused list of strategies:

1. Raise the Thresholds Slightly

Try something a bit higher than default, like:
cpp

Copy code
cap.setThresholds(20, 12); // Slightly less sensitive

This reduces noise and accidental reads from electrical interference or "hovering" touches.

2. Increase loop () Delay



Currently you're using delay(5), which means it polls every 5 ms. That's a 200 Hz polling
rate, which is too fast for [2C if touch noise is high.

Try something more conservative:
cpp

Copy code
delay(20); // 50 Hz, still responsive

If you're still getting errors, try delay(560) or delay(100) just to test.

3. Avoid calling .filteredData() too often

cap.filteredData(1i) triggers extra I2C reads, which pile up if called during rapid touches.
Try commenting it out temporarily:

cpp

Copy code
// Serial.print(cap.filteredData(i)); // Comment this for testing

You can re-enable it later once you stabilize the system.

4. Use .touched() only when there's a change

Right now you poll every loop regardless. You could only check . touched () if enough time
has passed:

cpp

Copy code

unsigned long lastRead = 0;
unsigned long interval = 50;

void loop() {
if (millis() - lastRead > interval) {
lastRead = millis();
curr_touched = cap.touched();

// ... do your comparison logic



This avoids hammering the 12C bus.

5. Check your wiring
A noisy or loose 12C wire connection can make this worse. Use:

e Short, twisted wires (SDA/SCL twisted together).
e 4.7kQ pull-ups on SDA and SCL (MPR121 breakout often includes these).

e Solid ground connection between ESP32 and MPR121.

Test suggestion:
Try these threshold and delay settings:
cpp

Copy code
cap.setThresholds(18, 10);

delay(20); // or even delay(50);

And comment out the . filteredData(i) line temporarily.

Let me know if the I12C errors go away — then we can tune things further.
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	✅ Summary for 3x MPR121s: 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 
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	✅ Step-by-Step Debug Checklist 
	🔌 1. Check Serial Monitor 
	🧪 2. Run I2C Scanner 
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	Why might ADDR connected to SCL cause this? 
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	✅ MPR121 Code Using Default I2C Pins (Usually SDA=21, SCL=22) 
	📌 Summary 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	🔍 Top 5 Fixes You Should Try Right Now 
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	⚠️ 4. Wrong Board Settings in Arduino IDE 
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	🔍 Why Serial Isn’t Showing Despite Blink Working 
	🧩 Likely Causes: 

	✅ Fix It in 3 Steps 
	✅ Step 1: Select Correct Board & Enable USB Serial 
	✅ Step 2: Use Correct Serial Object 
	✅ Step 3: Reset After Upload 

	📦 Summary Checklist 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 

	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	🧠 That narrows it down to 3 real possibilities: 

	✅ Step-by-step fix checklist 
	🔌 1. Check your actual wiring 
	🧪 2. Try with default I2C pins 
	🆘 3. Try address 0x5A manually 
	🧪 4. Add pull-up resistors if needed 
	🛠️ 5. Try a different MPR121 or I2C device 
	🧠 Bonus: Upload a Photo? 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	✅ Let's clarify the code line: 
	🧠 Here's what you need to check: 
	✅ 1. What board are you using exactly? 

	🛠 Try this version first: 
	🔍 If you still want to set pins manually: 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	✅ Step-by-step checklist 
	1. Use the correct pin mapping 
	2. Double-check the MPR121 address 

	⚠️ Troubleshooting I2C connection to MPR121 
	✅ Hardware checklist: 
	🧪 Try this quick test in setup(): 

	📸 Want extra help? 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	🔍 Let’s systematically troubleshoot this: 

	✅ 1. Confirm the I2C routing (electrical) 
	✅ 2. Confirm your ESP32-S3 is functioning properly 
	🔵 Upload and run a basic blink sketch 

	✅ 3. Try I2C on known-good pins 
	✅ 4. Try with address 0x5A too 
	✅ 5. Visually inspect the soldering 
	⚠️ If all else fails: Bypass your PCB 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	✅ 1. Check SDA and SCL connectivity with a multimeter 
	✅ 2. Try default Wire.begin() pins 
	✅ 3. Temporarily reroute I2C to known-good pins 
	✅ 4. Pull-up resistors? 
	✅ 5. Test with known working device 
	📸 Want to be 100% sure? 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	✅ What Was Removed: 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	🔍 Now to interpret this: 
	📌 If something still seems off, here are quick checks: 
	1. Ghost touches? 
	2. Touch not detected now? 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 



	✅ What works: 
	❌ What’s failing: 
	🛠️ Suggested Fixes: 
	1. Add slight delay after touch events 
	2. Shield wires / shorten I2C lines 
	3. Use external pull-ups (if not already) 
	4. Lower I2C clock speed 
	5. Power supply stability 

	Optional: Catch I2C errors gracefully 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	✅ What this fixes: 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	🔧 What’s likely causing the issue: 
	✅ Fix Strategy 
	✅ 1. Add a retry mechanism for bad reads 
	✅ 2. Use that in your main loop: 

	🧪 Optional: Add I2C bus reset if it fails consistently 
	🧼 Bonus: Hardware Tips 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	🧠 What are thresholds? 
	✅ How to set your own thresholds 
	🎯 Recommended threshold values 
	🔍 You can also set per-pad thresholds: 
	You said: 
	ChatGPT said: 


	⚠️ If you're getting more I2C errors when you lower the threshold, it likely means: 
	✅ Fixes to reduce I2C stress & errors 
	1. Raise the Thresholds Slightly 
	2. Increase loop() Delay 
	3. Avoid calling .filteredData() too often 
	4. Use .touched() only when there's a change 
	5. Check your wiring 

	🔧 Test suggestion: 


