
Using AutoDesk 123D Catch 

123D Catch generates a 3d model from a number of photographs you take of an object. To do this 

you upload the photographs online. A 3d Model is then generated from the  

 

Step 1 

Take up to 70 photographs of the object you want scanned from all around the object. Try to keep 

the lighting the same from every angle of the object. Make sure you don't move the object when you 

take the photographs. The object has to be static and you move the camera around the object. If you 

can use any visual markers around or on the object this will help generate the model as the software 

will use these as a reference when stitching the images together. You can see some objects I've 

placed around the daffodil below. 

 

This was my first attempt and it didn't turn out great so I then put coloured dots on the daffodil so 

the software cold use these as a reference.  



 

Step 2 

Download 123D Catch from here http://www.123dapp.com/catch and install it on your computer, 

tablet or smart phone, etc.  

 

Step 3 

Open up 123D catch 

http://www.123dapp.com/catch


 

Select 'Create a New Capture'  

You will be asked to selected the photographs you took of the object. Navigate to where you have 

stored this on your computer. You can only upload 70 



 

Next you select the big green tick to create a 3D object from the photographs.  

 

It'll bring up a window below and you have to enter the relevant details and then press create.  



 

The software will start uploading the files to an online data base from autodesk where it will then go 

an generate the 3d model . This can take anything from 5 minutes to 1 hour depending on your 

internet connection and the complexity of the model. Once it's done this it will allow you to 

download the file.  

 



Once it's uploading the photographs it'll move onto creating the model and show you a progress bar.  

 

Once it's done this it will allow you to download the file and you can open it on your computer 

viewing it from different angles. You can also export this into stl formats to bring into other software 

programs.  

 


